
















 

 
 

15 October 2020 

 

Adnan H. Aliani 

Director, Strategy and Programme Management Division 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific  

United Nations Building 

Rajadamnern Nok Avenue 

Bangkok, 10200, Thailand 

 

Christophe Bahuet 

Deputy Regional Director for Asia & the Pacific 

Director, Bangkok Regional Hub 

United Nations Development Programme 

3rd Floor United Nations Service Building 

Rajadamnern Nok Avenue 

Bangkok, 10200, Thailand 

 

EXCHANGE OF LETTERS 

 

Dear Mr. Aliani and Mr.  Bahuet, 

1. This letter is written with respect to the Memorandum of Understanding between the 
United Nations (UN) Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the 
ADB (Asian Development Bank) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
hereinafter referred to severally as the “Parties” and individually as “Party,” signed on                        
29 September 2015 (hereinafter referred to as the “MOU”).  
 
Through this exchange of letters, the three Parties agree to extend this MOU for another 5 years 
through 29 September 2025. In this regard, Article VIII (Duration) shall be revised as follows: 
 

“This MOU shall enter into force upon signature of all three Parties and, unless otherwise 
agreed by the Parties, shall be effective on the date of the last signature. This MOU will 
remain in force for a period of ten (10) years, unless otherwise terminated in accordance 
with Article V above. The term of this MOU may be extended by written understanding of 
all three Parties following a review of the results of the collaborative activities.” 
 

2. As referenced in the original MOU, its purpose is to strengthen and facilitate collaboration 
between the Parties on matters of common interest in attaining the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. The partnership focuses on (a) creating a platform for delivering high-quality 
knowledge products and (b) facilitating high-level policy dialogues and capacity-building of 
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developing member countries for the effective implementation of the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) in the Asia-Pacific region. ESCAP will continue to serve as the secretariat of the 
partnership, and coordinate preparation and publication of joint knowledge products. The 
partnership will support the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development, which provides 
regional inputs for the UN High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development, as 
well as other regional fora including the Commission session. UNDP and ADB will be fully involved 
in the development of knowledge products, which will be jointly framed and agreed, and support 
outreach through dedicated convening. As it has been the practice, an annual report will be 
produced, and a data portal to support monitoring and analysis of progress towards the SDGs will 
be maintained.  
 
With respect to paragraphs 2 and 3 of Article III:  
 
With respect to the ADB and ESCAP relationship: Administrative Arrangements for ADB-ESCAP 
Project Cooperation, signed on 12 October 2016, will be made applicable to specific cooperation 
between ADB and ESCAP arising from this MOU. The wider ADB ESCAP MOU will be renewed 
separately.  
 
With respect to the ADB and UNDP relationship, provisions under the 12 April 2020 ADB-UNDP 
MOU and associated Administrative Arrangements for ADB-UNDP Project Cooperation will be 
made applicable to specific cooperation between ADB and UNDP arising from this MOU. 
 
3. An updated annex setting out joint activities under the partnership is attached to this letter 

and will be reviewed and updated through periodic technical level discussions as needed.  

 

4. The other terms of the MOU remain unchanged and in effect. 

 

5. If the foregoing is acceptable, please indicate your concurrence by signing on the space 

provided below. This will constitute as an amendment to the MOU pursuant to Article VI of the 

MOU with effect from the date of the last signature. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

        _______________________ 

Tomoyuki Kimura 

Director General 

Strategy, Policy and Partnerships 

Department 
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Confirmed: 

FOR The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific  

 

_______________________ 

Name : Adnan H. Aliani 

Title : Director, Strategy and Programme Management Division 

Date : 

 

FOR United Nations Development Programme 

 

_______________________ 

Name : Christophe Bahuet 

Title : Deputy Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific and Director, Bangkok Regional Hub 

Date :  

 

 

  

5 November 2020
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ANNEX: ESCAP-ADB-UNDP JOINT ACTIVITIES 

 

• Knowledge products. Develop knowledge products on the region’s priorities for 
sustainable development and implementation challenges, including to support 
deliberations at the Asia Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development and at the high-level 
political forum. Agree on focus areas in line with the outcome of the ongoing HLPF review. 
Relevant studies and technical policy research papers will be drawn into regional reports 
for external audiences as flagship publications. 

 

• Evidence-based monitoring of internationally agreed SDGs. Support the compilation 
of regular and comparable data to monitor progress Sustainable Development Goals at 
the regional level, establishing a shared understanding of the development context in 
countries of the region. For ESCAP, the partnership is one of the instruments to help 
member States in the region to follow up on and review the implementation process of the 
SDGs and related national development strategies. For ADB, this will provide evidence 
for ADB’s Level 1 indicators with concrete inputs. The same database can also be drawn 
on by regional departments and partner governments when needed.  

 

• Policy dialogue and advocacy. Support engagement with United Nations system 
organizations, United Nations country teams, multilateral development banks and other 
regional and subregional stakeholders, including ADB clients and shareholders, in lifting 
barriers to progress on the transformative 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
Evidence-based dialogue is expected to reinforce shared understanding and appreciation 
of differences towards strengthening complementarities and coordination in development 
cooperation. Also, support national, regional/subregional and global fora, workshops and 
multi-stakeholder consultations (including representatives from governments, think tanks, 
academia, the private sector and the media) on development priorities, implementation 
challenges and opportunities to solicit and share ideas from within and outside the region 
and to support broader multi-stakeholder development partnerships as relevant and 
necessary. Build capacities where necessary at both supra and subnational and national 
levels in understanding and implementing findings and recommendations based on joint 
work and knowledge products.  
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