
Seventh Asian and Pacific 
Population Conference 
(Bangkok, Thailand, 15-17 November 2023)

Side event: Asia and the Pacific at the crossroads – Building inclusive and 
sustainable societies in times of significant demographic change

57th session of the Commission on Population and Development 
30 April 2024
13:15 – 14:30, EST, UNHQ, CR 12

Presenter Notes
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ExcellenciesLadies and gentlemenColleaguesWelcome! I will present an overview of the 7th Asian and Pacific Population Conference which ESCAP  and UNFPA convened in 2023 to review the implementation of the ICPD PoA in Asia and the Pacific and the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development



Milestones related to the 7th APPC (mandate: ESCAP resolution 74 (XXIII) of 17 April 1967)

60-year review since the first APPC

30-year review of the PoA of the ICPD

10-year review since the adoption of the 2013 Asian and Pacific 
Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development

Mid-term review of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development
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75-year Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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Presentation Notes
The 2023 Conference and its preparatory process coincided with other important events and developments, including:  the 75-year anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human rights the 60-year commemoration of the first Asian Population Conference, held in December 1963 in New Delhi, India  the 10-year anniversary of the adoption of the 2013 Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development   the half-way mark to achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Asia and the PacificThe 30-year review of the implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and Development during the fifty-seventh session of the Commission on Population and Development The Conference focused on intersecting population and development issues related to sustainable development, both now and in the future. 



Facts and figures: 7th APPC
Mandate • ESCAP resolution 74 (XXIII) of 17 April 1967 

Objective • Review of the ICPD PoA and the 2013 Asian and Pacific Ministerial 
Declaration on Population and Development

CSOs • 4 stakeholder consultations prior to the 7th APPC 
• 1 CSO + 1 Youth Forum => Collective CSO and Youth statement

MS survey • 33 ESCAP member States’ surveys

Documentation • 2 parliamentary papers + 5 information papers

Participants • 43 ESCAP member States (+ associate member States) 
• 90 stakeholder organizations + 140 stakeholder representatives

Bureau • Thailand (Chair) + vice-Chairs (Philippines + Tuvalu)

Outcome • Member States reaffirmed their commitment to the ICPD PoA
• Regional intergovernmental review meeting of the implementation 

of the ICPD PoA and the 2013 Asian and Pacific Ministerial 
Declaration on Population and Development in 2028

Summary • Asia-Pacific Population and Development Report 2023
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Presentation Notes
Importantly, ESCAP’s mandate regarding population issues goes back to the first Population Conference, held in 1963 in New DelhiSince then, the region has held Population Conferences every 10 yearsIn preparation for the 2023 meeting, ESCAP and UNFPA supported a series of stakeholder consultations and a CSO and Youth Forum22 ESCAP MSs completed surveys assessing the implementation of the ICPD PoA in Asia and the Pacific2 parliamentary and 5 information papers were drafted and submitted to Conference participants for their consideration43 ESCAP MSs and over 100 CSO organization attended the meetingAt the Conference, MSs reaffirmed their commitment to the ICPD PoA, and they adopted a report on the meeting, including the Chair’s summaryCSOs issued a Collective CSO and Youth Statement



Asia and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and 
Development

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development which was reviewed at the conference is closely aligned with the ICPD PoA and identifies priorities for the regionIn the next few slides, I will focus on a few examples describing population and development achievements and remaining challenges



Overall demographic context – demographic transition
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Total fertility rate and life expectancy at birth in Asia and the 
Pacific, 1950–2050

Total fertility rate Life expectancy at birth

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2022). World Population Prospects 2022, Online Edition.
Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division (2022). World Population Prospects 2022, Online Edition.
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Youth population (15-24) and older adult population (60+), in 
Asia and the Pacific, 2013, 2023 and 2050
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Asia and the Pacific – home to 60 per cent of the global population – is at the forefront of significant demographic changes. Since the first Asian Population Conference in 1963, most countries have transitioned from high to low fertility and mortality. This has been accompanied by increased migration and more people living in urban areas.As you can see in this slide, the population age structure shows an increase in the number and share of older persons, while in many countries the number of young people remains highThese changes are the result of significant socio-economic improvements, such as improvements in health, nutrition, sanitation, education and housing, as well as poverty eradication and strides towards gender equality and empowerment of women. �In that regard, they are a cause for celebration.However, emerging demographic trends, such as population ageing, low fertility and increased migration, can be a cause for concern, especially when coupled with the challenges of socioeconomic inequalities and vulnerabilities, and the impact of climate change, disasters, conflicts and digital transformationI will highlight some of these challenges in the next few slides



Example 1: Demographic context – maternal mortality
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Maternal mortality, deaths per 100 000 live births, by Asia-Pacific country and subregion, 2000 and 2020 [SDG 3.1.1] 

Source: ESCAP Statistical Database, see https://dataexplorer.unescap.org/; World Health Organization, Trends in Maternal Mortality 2000 to 2020.
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As you can see, despite noticeable declines in maternal mortality ratios, in 2020, many countries, mostly in South-East Asia, South and South-West Asia and the Pacific, still have maternal mortality ratios between 100–299 deaths per 100,000 live births. This is significantly higher than the 3.1 SDG target, whereby the global maternal mortality ratio should be reduced to less than 70 deaths per 100,000 live birthsHigh levels are often linked to the overall low level of education of the population, lack of access to family planning, lack of gender equality and empowerment of women, urban/rural residence differentials,  and poverty.



Example 1: Demographic context – maternal mortality
Maternal mortality, deaths per 100 000 live births, by Asia-Pacific country and subregion, 2000 and 2020 [SDG 3.1.1] 

Source: ESCAP Statistical Database, see https://dataexplorer.unescap.org/; World Health Organization, Trends in Maternal Mortality 2000 to 2020.
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Example 2: Demographic context – international migration
International migrant stock by country of 
origin, Asia-Pacific countries/areas and 
subregions, and other regions of the 
world, mid-2022

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, Population Division (2020). International Migrant Stock 
2020.
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International migration is another megatrend that affects the region and presents challenges and opportunities for sustainable developmentAs you can see, most migration in Asia and the Pacific is regionalHowever, there is also significant movement from the region to Gulf countriesDespite much progress, migration often remains irregular, unsafe, and not orderlyWomen and children are often vulnerable during migrationYet, migration also presents opportunities for migrants and their families in countries of origin, destination, and transit and the countries concernedMigrants are agents of change. They contribute to sustainable development through remittances, investments, and transfer of knowledge and know-how



Example 3: Demographic context – climate change
Relationship between climate 
change and population dynamics

Source: ESCAP, elaboration based on Raworth, Kate. ‘A Doughnut 
for the Anthropocene: Humanity’s Compass in the 21st Century’. 
The Lancet Planetary Health, vol. 1, No. 2 (1 May 2017): e48–49, 
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2542-5196(17)30028-1.
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It should be emphasized that Asia and the Pacific is particularly susceptible to climate change. The impacts of climate change range from slow-onset disasters, such as sea-level rise, to sudden events, including typhoons, all of which havesevere health and socioeconomic implications, especially for populations in vulnerable situations. The human impact on the environment has also increased over time.The impacts of climate change are far-reaching. They affect the physical environment, and the health and socioeconomic situation of people in the regionThey threaten livelihoods, intensify existing inequalities, trigger population displacement, and exacerbate conflicts.



Challenges ahead

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
• Impacts between climate change and population 

(SDG13)
• Urban/rural divide (SDG11)
• Lack of social protection (SDG1)

GENDER

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING

EQUALITY AND INCLUSION

MIGRATION

INTERGENERATIONAL 
SOLIDARITY

DATA AND STATISTICS

• Discrimination, violence, harmful practices 
(SDG5)

• Access to SRHR services (SDG5)
• Unpaid care (SDG5)

• Lack of UHC and long-term care (SDG3)
• Access to SRHR services (SDG5)
• High maternal mortality (SDG3)
• Unmet needs for family planning (SDG5)

• Lack of UHC and long-term care (SDG3)
• Access to SRHR services (SDG5)
• High maternal mortality (SDG3)
• Unmet needs for family planning (SDG5)

• Lack of disaggregated data (SDG17)
• Capacity of national statistical systems (SDG17)

• Youth unemployment (SDG8)
• Future of work (SDG8)
• Digital inclusion (SDG10 and SDG 16)

• Lack of pathway for safe, orderly and 
regular migration (SDG10 and SDG16)

• High remittance costs (SDG10)
• Forced labour and human trafficking 

(SDG8) 
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In conclusion, let me summarize the main challenges facing the region, in terms of the main priority areas of the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable DevelopmentFor exampleEquality and education are affected by lack of decent work for all, poverty differentials at national and subnational levels, lack of social protection, and lack of training and reskillingWomen and girls are particularly affected by discrimination, violence, access to SRHR services, lack of quality education and unpaid careYouth, older persons and intergenerational relations are negatively affected by unemployment, the digital divide and lack of productive work and access to quality educationOther examples are listed in the graph



Snapshot of 
regional progress on SDGs

Source: ESCAP Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway, SDG Progress Snapshot. Available at https://data.unescap.org
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Based on the current rate of progress in SDG implementation, the Asia and Pacific region will not reach the 17 SDGs before 2062, roughly 32 years behind schedule. Regarding Goal 13 on climate action, for example, the region isn’t just failing to make progress, it is actually regressingWhen one looks at countries in special situations one sees that Small Island Developing States face the most significant challenges to achieving the SDGs.SDG progress also varies significantly across different segments of the population – women and girls face different challenges than those faced by men. Clearly, implementation of the 2030 Agenda, the ICPD Programme of Action and the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development must be accelerated



In summary …

Access the full report
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The Asia-Pacific Population and Development Report 2023 has been prepared in conjunction with the Seventh Asian and Pacific Population Conference.It draws together the latest evidence on the priority actions of Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development (APMD), with a particular focus on SDG indicators. There are also good practices and lessons learned by member States and civil society organizations, based on responses to the voluntary national Asian and Pacific Population Conference survey and research findings on key population and development issues.It also provides specific forward-looking recommendations to guide the continuing implementation of APMD and the Programme of Action in Asia and the Pacific.We have brought some copies with us, and we hope you will take one to read after the event.Thank you
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