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22 June 2021 

“What we need is not an incremental approach, but a transformational 
one. We need a rapid and deep change in the way we do business, how we 
generate power, how we build cities, how we move, and how we feed the 

world. If we don’t urgently change our way of life, we jeopardize life 
itself.”1  

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres 

                                                
1 New York 02 December 2019, Secretary-General's remarks at opening ceremony of UN Climate Change 
Conference COP25 [as delivered] 
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Objective  
 
The objective of the Fifth Meeting of the Infrastructure Financing and Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) 
Network of Asia and the Pacific is to bring together and engage Heads of PPP units, infrastructure 
financing specialists, development partners, and academic institutions to enhance knowledge and 
capacity of PPP units on the effective use of PPP mechanisms as well as other infrastructure financing 
strategies to support the pursuit of sustainable and resilient infrastructure development. 

Background 
 
Infrastructure is the foundation of sustainable and more resilient development pathways and underpins 
the three pillars of sustainable development.	 Thus, sustainable infrastructure needs to be socially, 
economically and environmentally sound and a key foundation for economic activity and for reaching the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). According to the 2021 Asia-Pacific SDG Progress Report, the 
region is currently making slow progress on achieving all the 17 SDGs, including Goal 9 - Industry, 
Innovation, and Infrastructure. Meeting the Paris Agreement’s mitigation and adaptation objectives will 
also require a radical shift in the world’s infrastructure base. Therefore, infrastructure investment, the 
infrastructure and technology transformations needed to shift onto low-emission, climate-resilient 
pathways, and the incremental capital costs involved must be embraced and considered.  
 
Aside from country obligations under the SDGs, infrastructure has endured underinvestment for decades, 
in both developed and developing countries. The OECD for example, estimates that USD 6.9 trillion a year 
is required up to 2030 to meet climate and development objectives 2 . Furthermore, current energy, 
transport, building and water infrastructure make up more than 60 per cent of global greenhouse gas 
emissions. Consequently, infrastructure today must contribute to a carbon neutral future that contains 
also changing the means of production in construction materials and methods.3 Moreover, as the Asia-
Pacific is the most disaster prone region in the world, infrastructure must become more resilient to 
disasters, erratic weather and weather extremes and; in addition, help mitigate the effects of disasters. 
Thus, an unprecedented transformation of existing infrastructure systems is needed to achieve the world’s 
climate and development objectives.  
 
While infrastructure is traditionally defined as a country's physical facilities, such as roads, power plants 
and bridges. It is much more and includes renewable energy infrastructure such as solar and wind; ICT and 
thus e-resilience that is defined as the ability of ICT systems to withstand and recover from and change in 
the face of an external shock; building ICT infrastructure redundancy such as through Li-Fi4 to improve 
connectivity; cyclone risk mitigation infrastructure such as sea walls and mangroves; augmenting tsunami 
monitoring via PPP 5  with the maritime private sector; infrastructure that reduces stress on water 
resources and cope with drought6; as well as mitigating land degradation and desertification. Further, 
funding for infrastructure also means financing projects that for example undertake coastal zone mapping 
for better understanding how storm surge and tsunami inundation will affect coastal zones, help develop 
better evacuations plans, and support engineering projects such as sea walls that are less likely to collapse. 

                                                
2 OECD (2018), Green Finance and Investment Mobilising resources for sustainable development and  
climate action in developing countries INNOVATIONS FOR THE 2030 AGENDA  
3 ESBN Roundtable: Strategies on Reducing and Utilizing CO2 for Cost Effective Business; 
https://esbn.unescap.org/events/esbn-roundtable-strategies-reducing-and-utilizing-co2-cost-effective-
business  
4 Whereas Wi-Fi utilizes radio waves, Li-Fi uses visible, ultraviolet and infrared light. 
5 https://esbn.unescap.org/events/maritime-sector-strategies-augment-tsunami-monitoring  
6 https://www.unescap.org/events/informal-roundtable-addressing-water-scarcity-through-cost-effective-
and-innovative#  
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Funding can also help to protect existing infrastructure and the people who use it from disasters such as 
dust and sandstorms. 
 
Aligning financial flows with lower-emission, resilient development pathways is now more critical than 
ever to meet the goals of the Paris Agreement and deliver on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. Today there is a unique opportunity to develop climate resilient and cost-effective 
infrastructure systems that deliver better services while protecting people and communities; reducing 
pressure on natural resources; and safeguarding the environment. Harnessing the benefits of rapidly 
emerging technologies, new business models and financial innovations will be key in opening new 
pathways to low-emission, resilient futures. Mobilizing public and private means across the financial 
spectrum is an indispensable part of generating the trillions of dollars needed for sustainable and climate 
resilient infrastructure. Public finance institutions, banks, institutional investors, corporations, capital 
markets and other finance innovations such as crowd-sourcing all have a crucial role to play, both in their 
own right and as part of the broader financial ecosystem.  

Taking Action 
 
Governments in most Asia-Pacific developing countries face the challenge to meet the growing demand 
for sustainable and resilient infrastructure. As available funding from the traditional sources and capacity 
in the public sector to implement many projects remain limited, governments have found that partnership 
with the private sector is an attractive alternative. Governments need to set the right incentives to 
mobilize finance away from emissions-intensive projects, and provide investment and climate policy 
frameworks that support the rapid and crucial transformations required. While there has been some 
progress, current policies continue to foster an incremental approach to climate. Existing policy 
frameworks, government revenues and economic interests continue to be entangled in fossil fuels and 
emissions-intensive activities. Deeper efforts are needed to drive systemic change, overcome institutional 
inertia and break away from the vested interests that are often barriers to low and zero-emission, resilient 
development.  
 
Enhanced international co-operation, through the Paris Agreement is an essential part of the 
transformation. The international community has increasingly recognized the need for such 
transformation as all countries in the Asia-Pacific region are obligated to meet the SDGs. Governments in 
the region have increasingly turned to the private sector to provide infrastructure services in energy and 
power, communication, transport, disaster risk reduction; ICT and social infrastructure (help countries 
recover from crises such as COVID 19);  and water sectors that were once delivered by the public sector. 
There are several reasons for the growing collaboration with the private sector in developing and providing 
infrastructure services, which include:  
 

• Increased efficiency in project delivery, and operation and management;  
• Availability of additional resources to meet the growing needs of  

investment in the sector; and  
• Access to advanced technology (both hardware and software).  

 
Properly executed planning and development of a project also allows better screening of options, and 
helps in deciding appropriate project structure and choice of technology considering cost over the whole 
life cycle of the project. It is important to emphasize here that a PPP is not a solution option to an 
infrastructure service problem but it is a viable project implementation mechanism for a preferred solution 
option.  
 
Another key motivation for governments considering PPPs is the possibility of bringing in new sources of 
financing for funding public infrastructure and service needs as PPPs can play an important role in 
supplementing government resources as well as risk allocation between parties and expertise sharing 
from experienced private sector. The private sector has however to secure financing to contribute to 
infrastructure development. Recognizing the challenges of financing infrastructure, the United Nations 
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Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) has supported countries in the 
region for involving the private sector in infrastructure development.  
 
In this regard, UNESCAP is co-organizing the fifth meeting of the Infrastructure Financing and Public-
Private Partnerships (PPP) Network of Asia and the Pacific7 with the China Public-Private Partnerships 
Center (CPPPC) under the Ministry of Finance and Asian Development Bank (ADB). UNESCAP is 
committed to accelerating the application of PPP to advance public investment management through 
improving the capacity to manage fiscal and environmental risks. This will lay the groundwork to realize 
the potential for PPPs to deliver greater and better public services for sustainable and resilient 
infrastructure development. PPP uptake can also serve as a vehicle to effectively stimulate upstream and 
downstream greener industry development and create new and green job opportunities in the immediate 
term.  
 
The Infrastructure Financing and PPP Network of Asia and the Pacific aims at facilitating the exchange of 
experiences, disseminating knowledge, and building consensus regarding good practices on 
infrastructure financing through PPPs. This platform allows for the promotion of peer learning 
opportunities, private sector collaborations, a standardized information platform, as well as capacity 
building on PPPs and blending different financing schemes. This Network also aims to address key 
challenges in preparing bankable infrastructure projects and implement concrete solutions to financing 
quality infrastructure that is inclusive, sustainable, and resilient.  
 
In regard to the above, the meeting also will take up discussion on parameters for resilient and sustainable 
infrastructure development, begin the process of developing guidelines as well as share examples. 

Meeting participation 
 
The Meeting will see the participation of Heads of PPP units, infrastructure financing specialists, 
development partners, academic institutions and other key stakeholders. 

Proposed Meeting deliverables 
 
Activity 1a:  An initial 3+hour Meeting made up of Heads of PPP units, infrastructure financing 

specialists, development partners, academic institutions and other key stakeholders. 
(hosted by UNESCAP) will firstly share the latest updates in PPP development from 
Network Members;  

Activity 1b: Introduce and discuss parameters for Sustainable and Resilient Infrastructure 
Development, including development of guidelines; 

 
Activity 1c: PPP experiences and sharing current practices; 

 
Activity 1d: ADB: supporting quality infrastructure in developing member countries. 
 
Output:  Meeting Report with country case studies 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
7  UNESCAP wishes to acknowledge the support of the project, entitled “Developing a Public-Private 
Partnerships (PPP) and Infrastructure Financing Network in Asia and the Pacific” under the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development Sub-Fund under the UN Peace and Development Fund. 
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Time  
(Bangkok 
time, GMT+7)   

Tentative Programme 
22 June 2021  
Online Platform: Link will be provided upon confirmation of participation   

11:50 – 12:00  
 

Meeting Link Activated. Audio/Visual Test with Participants 

12:00 – 12:15 

 

 
  

MC: Mr. David Abonyi, Senior Consultant, FfD, UNESCAP 

Welcome Remarks  

• Mr. Kaveh Zahedi, Deputy Executive Secretary, UNESCAP 
• Mr. Xiaoping Jiao, Director General, CPPPC, CHINA 
• Mr. Bruno Carrasco, Director General and concurrently Chief Compliance 

Officer of its Sustainable Development and Climate Change Department, 
Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

 

12:15 – 12:20 Digital Group Photo  

 
12:20 – 13:20  
 
 
  

Session 1. Latest Updates from the Network  

This session provides member States of the Network and private sector entities with 
an opportunity to present their latest PPP development and case studies. UNESCAP 
secretariat also presents the future work programme of the Network. 

Moderator 

Ms. Tientip Subhanij, Chief of Financing for Development, UNESCAP 

Presentation  

Mr. Eric Roeder, Introduction of the PPP network activities and Sustainable and 
Resilient Infrastructure Development 

Presenters 

• Mr. Seungbeum Rho, Head, Global Cooperation Team, Public and Private 
Infrastructure Investment Management Center, THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA  

• Mr. John Patrick Antonysamy, Deputy Director General (Development II)                
PPP Unit, Prime Minister's Department, MALAYSIA  

• Mr. Fayzaliev Alisher, Director of the Center of implementing Public-Private 
Partnership Projects Tajikistan, TAJIKISTAN 

• Mr. Paul Seaton, Regional Director, Strategic Sales and Marketing, Fugro 

Q&A (20-30 mins) 

  

13:20 – 14:20 

 
 

Session 2. PPP Practice Sharing 

Led by the CPPPC, this session shares PPP practices from the perspective of different 
players in the infrastructure market, including public sector, international 
organizations, financial institutions, and private enterprises.  

The dialogues focus on how international organizations help project development, 
how the financial institutions help PPP projects mobilize financing, as well as how the 
governments manage fiscal expenditures and risks. A renewable energy PPP project 
and a transportation PPP project will be presented. 
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Moderator 

Mr. Xie Fei, Director of Information Management Department, CPPPC 

Presenters 

• Mr. Fei Yue, Senior Strategy Consultant, Multilateral Cooperation Center for 
Development Finance (MCDF)  

• Mr. Ningdong Zhou, General Manager of Investment Department, China PPP 
Fund  

• Ms. Yushi Wang, Project Officer, Information Management Department, 
CPPPC  

• Mr.Eric Zhan, Deputy General Manager, International Business Department, 
Shanghai SUS Environment - Case study of Eco-Industrial Park (Waste to 
Energy) PPP projects in China 

Q&A (10-20 mins) 

  

14:20 – 15:20 Session 3. Supporting Quality Infrastructure in Developing Member Countries 

Led by ADB, this session introduces how ADB in collaboration with ESCAP under the 
Infrastructure Financing and PPP network supports and strengthens quality 
infrastructure in its developing member countries (DMCs) for a sustainable recovery 
and economic growth. The session will present the challenges and opportunities to 
improve public investment management by improving the capacity to manage fiscal 
risks of PPPs based on reforms in Armenia, Cambodia, and Kyrgyzstan.  

Moderator 

Mr. David Bloomgarden, Principal PPP Specialist, Advisor, ADB  

Presenters 

• Mr. Avag Avanesyan, Deputy-Minister of Economy of Armenia, ARMENIA  
• Mr. Macherarith OM, Head of the Central PPP Unit (CPU) of Cambodia, 

CAMBODIA  
• Mr. Nurbek Akjolov, Head of International Cooperation Department, the 

Ministry of Economy and Finance, KYRGYZSTAN 

Q&A (10-20 mins) 

  

15:20 –15:30   Closing Remarks 

Mr. Eric Roeder, Network Coordinator, FfD, UNESCAP  

 


