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CONCEPT NOTE 

Context  

The rapid development of Asia-Pacific economies over the past few decades has lifted millions out 

of poverty – but it did not come without a cost. High economic growth has often masked key social issues, 

particularly inequality, and the global financial crisis and COVID-19 pandemic have forced such issues 

into the mainstream. Asia-Pacific economies must prioritise inclusive growth – whereby citizens of all 

socio-economic groups are able to improve their livelihoods, incomes, health and education levels.  

This will not be easy – the 2022 Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific, ESCAP’s 

flagship publication, estimates that 85 million individuals could have been pushed into extreme poverty. 

Moreover, the strong recovery that was made in the first half of 2021 was curtailed largely by the impact 

of the virus’ Delta variant. The more pressing issue, however, is the “K-shaped” nature of the recovery 

where uneven recovery is unfolding across different sectors and hence exacerbating inequalities. Women 

were disproportionately affected by the pandemic, given that a large percentage of them are employed by 

the informal sector. Widespread school closures also placed greater strain on women for caregiving and 

educational responsibilities. In addition, rural children with less internet connectivity lost out on schooling 

harder than their wealthier and/or urban counterparts. Recovery is thus difficult not only due to the unequal 

devastation of the pandemic, but also because of constrained capacities to implement fiscal and monetary 

policies that can improve the efficiency of public spending and promote inclusive development.  

This policy dialogue will highlight outcomes from the Survey 2022 report, especially in relation to 

the North and Central Asia subregion.  

 

Objectives  

The policy dialogue is open to all parties who are interested and is expected to: 

• Discuss fiscal and structural policies for inclusive post-pandemic recovery and development. 

• Explore the role of central banks in improving financial access and promoting inclusiveness. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unescap.org/kp/2022/economic-and-social-survey-asia-and-pacific-2022
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Programme 

* All times are stated in Almaty time (GMT+6). 

Day/Time Session  

Thursday, 9 June 2022 

14:00 – 14:10 

Opening Remarks  

by Mr. Nikolay Pomoshchnikov, Head, Subregional Office for North and Central 

Asia, ESCAP  

14:10 – 14:30 

Presentation on the 2022 Economic and Social Survey of Asia and the Pacific 

by Mr. Zheng Jian, Economic Affairs Officer, Macroeconomic Policy and Financing 

for Development, ESCAP 

14:30 – 15:00 

Remarks by discussants 

- Ms. Ekatrine Guntsadze, Deputy Minister of Finance, Ministry of Finance of 

Georgia 

- Mr. Hans Holzhacker, Chief Economist, CAREC Institute  

15:00 – 15:25 Open discussion/ Q&A 

15:25 – 15:30 Concluding remarks 

 

Further information 

The policy dialogue will take place in virtual modality. It will be conducted in English and Russian with 

simultaneous interpretation. Detailed information can be found on the official event page HERE. 

http://www.bit.ly/39MxJdO

