
                                                                          
 

 
 

Roundtable on Network for South-South Cooperation in Asia and the Pacific 

24 March 2022, 14:30-17:00 (Bangkok time, UTC+7) 

 
Meeting Summary 

 

Organizers: United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the 

United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation Asia-Pacific (UNOSSC) 

 
A. Introduction 

The roundtable on Network for South-South Cooperation in Asia and the Pacific was held on 24 March 
2022 as an associated event to the Asia-Pacific Sustainable Development Forum 2022 and as a 
preparatory meeting for the 4th Asia-Pacific Directors-General (DG) Forum. 

Over 40 participants from 10 ESCAP member States attended the meeting, including the Directors of 
national agencies or units responsible for international development cooperation, South-South and 
triangular cooperation as well as representatives of Permanent Missions to ESCAP in Bangkok. 

The objectives of the roundtable meeting were to discuss two proposed arrangement options to promote 
the exchange of experiences and best practices among member States and to foster new ideas, namely, 
through (a) the establishment of a South-South Network of Technical Cooperation Providers and (b) the 
creation of working groups on South-South cooperation (SSC) to strengthen the functions of the Asia-
Pacific DG Forum and to discuss and solidify the status of planning and organization for the 4th Asia-Pacific 
DG Forum. 

B. Summary of Discussions 

SSC Network and working groups 
• The roundtable provided an overview of the two proposed arrangements to strengthen SSC in Asia 

and the Pacific, presented a summary of the outcomes of bilateral meetings that were held 
between UNOSSC/ESCAP and member States throughout February and March 2022 and sought 
member States’ guidance on the way forward regarding these proposals.  

• Participants expressed member States’ strong commitment to South-South cooperation as 
beneficiaries as well as assistance providers and stressed the importance of establishing a 
mechanism to access and share information among member States more efficiently.  

• The meeting also pointed to the reliance on financial resources from triangular cooperation and a 
need to scale up the financial assistance the SSC provides to its member States to stimulate the 
participation and mutual learning process to replicate best practices. 

• Noting limited availability of human and financial resources, participants highlighted the benefit 
of countries undertaking joint projects and reiterated the need to effectively match available 
resources and assistance requirements.  



 

• Reviewing the technical cooperation work undertaken in 2020/2021, participants emphasized 
the challenges caused by the COVID-19 pandemic in accessing and delivering technical assistance, 
noting that the increased use of technology and the recovery form the pandemic will provide new 
opportunities for SSC.   

• Participants welcomed the two presented proposals, expressing preference for the working group 
model at this stage and agreed to discuss this further during the preparations for the 4th Asia-
Pacific DG Forum.   

Preparations for 4th Asia-Pacific DG Forum 
• The meeting provided updates on the status of preparations for the Global South-South 

Development (GSSD) Expo 2022 and 4th Asia-Pacific DG Forum, which will take place in September 
2022 in Bangkok, Thailand. 

• Member States who recently became providers of technical assistance emphasized the need for 
exchanging experiences on implementing projects, spanning specific agendas, among others. In 
the context, the meeting reiterated the need to share not only the exemplary cases but also the 
best practices of applying/replicating those cases to fit the local contexts.  

• Participants shared suggestions on how to further strengthen the key function of the Asia-Pacific 
DG Forum and enrich discussions on South-South cooperation in Asia and the Pacific. In line with 
the main outcomes of the 3rd Asia-Pacific DG Forum, participants underscored the need for the 
Forum to provide a dedicated platform to 

(i) Provide an efficient mechanism to promote exchanges of South-South and triangular 
cooperation good practices, knowledge, and experiences  

(ii) Leverage regional, subregional and national cooperation for greater access to information 
and innovation 

(iii) Support the alignment and matching of available resources with the needs 
 

• With reference to thematic areas to be addressed by this year’s Asia-Pacific DG Forum, 
participants expressed interest in i.a. institutional/policy development, public health sector, 
global supply chain, and strengthening green economy, noting the need to include participation 
from the private sector.  

Session Outcomes / Next Steps 

 
• The roundtable emphasized the importance of preparatory discussions to ensure the regional DG 

Forum pursues a targeted and results-oriented approach. ESCAP and UNOSSC will facilitate 
preparatory discussions between the member States to further determine preferred meeting 
format and topics and will incorporate the received guidance into the preparations for the 4th Asia-
Pacific DG Forum.  

• The meeting presented major global and regional developments in South-South cooperation since 
BAPA + 40 and introduced the UN System-wide Strategy on South-South and Triangular 
Cooperation, which emphasizes the need for concerted cooperation efforts. Noting the important 
linkage between the regional and global DG Fora, participants discussed the possibility of bringing 
outcomes of the upcoming 4th Asia-Pacific DG Forum to the global DG Forum.  

• With reference to the presented proposals, the roundtable reaffirmed member States’ interest in 
initially organizing the practical working groups under the regional DG Forum. Building on the 
experiences of inter-governmental and inter-agency working groups, possible options were 
discussed, with groups targeted at resolving identified development challenges, bringing together 
interested parties and offering opportunities to jointly mobilize dedicated resources.  



 

• Taking into account the thematic areas of interest identified by member States, ESCAP and 
UNOSSC will circulate a concept note for two or three proposed working groups, which would take 
into account the need for resources and needs matching, the needs of assistance providing 
countries and to strengthen the role of the regional DG-Forum and facilitate preparatory meetings 
with the goal to conduct the inaugural meeting of the working group(s) in conjunction with the 
4th Asia-Pacific DG Forum.  

• The roundtable highlighted the need for a regional platform to document successful experiences, 
promote exchanges between partners and promote matching of assistance recipients and 
providers. ESCAP and UNOSSC will explore existing knowledge-sharing platforms and review 
technical options to build on these or develop a new platform/database for SSC in Asia and the 
Pacific.  
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