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Part 1: Background

• SDG 11 firmly places urbanization at the forefront of international 

development policy.

• Viewing urbanization beyond simply a demographic phenomenon –

as a transformative process galvanizing momentum for many 

aspects of sustainable development.

• Cities drive innovation and investment worldwide, making them a 

potent force for addressing sustainable economic growth, urban 

development and prosperity.

• Cities are powerhouses of economic growth contributing about 80 

percent of Asia-Pacific's GDP and functioning as catalysts for socio-

economic mobility and inclusion.



Part 1: Background

• Cities account for about 70% of global energy consumption and 

70% of greenhouse gas emissions, as well as 70+% of resource 

use.

• Under unplanned or poorly governed urbanization, cities are even 

characterized by stark socioeconomic and spatial inequalities, 

social exclusion, multidimensional poverty, high unemployment, 

slums, unaffordable and inadequate housing, and significantly 

poor environmental conditions.

• Therefore, cities need to take the lead in addressing many of the 

persistent global challenges including pollution, climate change, 

resilience and environmental degradation, road safety, urban mobility, 

poverty, inequality, unemployment, safety and security, etc.



Part 2: Overall Status of the Implementation of SDG 11 in 
North and Central Asia 

• 11.1 Safe and Affordable Housing: The subregion shows relatively limited progress in 
developing sustainable cities and communities and there are still large populations 
living in slums or inadequate housing.

• 11.2 Affordable and Sustainable Transport Systems: More reliable, accessible, and safe 
public transport systems should be considered for long-term mobility plans and 
targeted investments.

• 11.5 Reduce the Adverse Effects of Natural Disasters: While the region shows good 
progress in adopting national disaster risk reduction strategies, human and economic 
losses from natural disasters continue to increase. Urgent actions are required to 
reverse the regression of the indicators on deaths and economic loss from disasters.

• 11.6 Reduce the Environmental Impact of Cities: While the region shows a high 
dependency on hydrocarbons for energy infrastructure, more efficient, safe, and 
sustainable energy infrastructure (power plants) should be considered in the future for 
decarbonization plans and climate change adaptations. 



Part 3: North and Central Asia Urban Expansion
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Populations in North and Central Asia are ageing 
– cities need to become more age friendly and accessible

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 
Population Division (2022). World Population Prospects 2022 - Special 
Aggregates, Online Edition.

Population in North and Central Asia by age groups 0-14, 15-59, and 
60+ in 2022, 2030, and 2050
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• Cities need to become more age-
friendly

• Accessible infrastructure (walkways, 
transport)

• Age-friendly and accessible housing
• Urban services for older persons
• Employment and learning 

opportunities for older persons



Source: http://www.atlasofurbanexpansion.org/data

Part 3: North and Central Asia Urban Expansion



Source: http://www.atlasofurbanexpansion.org/data
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Part 4: Emerging Issues of SDG 11 Implementation in North 
and Central Asia – Affordable Housing

During the Covid Pandemic, residents in North and Central Asia experienced an unprecedented challenge of
accessing safe and affordable housing, regardless that national governments in the subregion provided a series of
basic support.

Country Challenges of providing affordable housing

Kazakhstan National government announced to create a tent city in Almaty, which was able to 
accommodate 300 homeless people.

Kyrgyzstan Central Bank issued a decree under which all banks should postpone payments of 
interests on loan by three months for entrepreneurs, but not to the homeless labours.

Tajikistan Temporary water cutting off is always one of the most essential issues. Since the Covid 
Pandemic, this problem is even intensified.



Disaster risk of cities

- Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and 
South of Russia exposed to higher multi-
hazard risk 

- Several cities, including Ashgabat, Nukus, 
Samarkand, and Rostov-on-Don, at higher 
risk with population size 0.3 -1.1M 

- Need to understand the risk through 
assessment then create adaptation action 
plan

- City-to-city partnership, use of frontier 
technology and social media for data 
collection & input into continuous 
monitoring and decision support system

Multi-hazard risk under SSP3 scenario, 2.0 °C of warming

Source: ESCAP calculations based on IPCC WGI Interactiv e Atlas - Coupled Model Intercomparison Project Phase 6 (CMIP6) 2021, Urban 

Agglomeration Population f or 2020 and UN Geospatial.

Note: Multi-hazard data consist of  1) Annual consecutiv e dry  day s, 2) Annual maximum 5-day  precipitation, 3) Annual surf ace wind and 4) Annual 

day s with maximum temperature more than 35°C.

Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply  of f icial endorsement or acceptance by  the U nited 

Nations. Dotted line represents approximately  the Line of  Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon by  India and Pakistan. The f inal status of  

Jammu and Kashmir has not y et been agreed upon by  the parties.
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Part 4: Emerging Issues of SDG 11 Implementation in North 
and Central Asia – Disaster Risk Reduction 



Part 4: Emerging Issues of SDG 11 Implementation in North 
and Central Asia – Disaster Risk Reduction 

Climate change and its associated
extreme weather events have
added a complexity to disasters
in North and Central Asia.

This new climate reality is
translating into deepened socio-
economic consequences of such
disasters.

Figure: Average number of deaths, people affected and economic losses from disasters



Part 4: Emerging Issues of SDG 11 Implementation in North 
and Central Asia – Disaster Risk Reduction 

The Average Annual Losses (AAL) of North and Central Asia, including loss due to intensive risk, extensive risk, indirect 

losses, and slow-onset disasters, reached to 30.249 billion USD in 2020. 

Figure: The Average Annual Losses in North and Central Asia



Part 4: Emerging Issues of SDG 11 Implementation in North 
and Central Asia – Disaster Risk Reduction 

According to the IPCC reports, the 
1.5°C increase will influence the 
subregion considerably:

The subregion will be impacted 
with a complex sequence of climate 
and weather disasters such as 
drought, sand and dust storms, 
desertification and floods. 

The associated decrease in soil 
moisture will increase the 
frequency and intensity of sand and 
dust storms throughout the 
subregion, creating subsequent 
socio-economic impacts.



Part 4: Emerging Issues of SDG 11 Implementation in North 
and Central Asia – Energy Infrastructure  

North and Central Asia has sizeable deposits of gas, oil, 
and coal. Electricity for the unified system was mainly 
generated by fossil fuel power plants, nuclear reactors, 
and more importantly, large-scale hydroelectric power 
plants. 

Due to this common heritage, countries in the region 
experience similar challenges in developing their 
energy infrastructure and providing a sustainable and 
renewable power supply.



Part 4: Emerging Issues of SDG 11 Implementation in North 
and Central Asia – Transport System

Figure: Total final consumption of energy, by sector, in selected North
and Central Asia countries (ITF, 2022).

Transport impacts go beyond the impacts of CO2
emissions. Exposure to local pollutants,
particulate matter, and other transport
externalities like noise and congestion are
complex issues that significantly impact citizens'
well-being and health.

Additionally, transport infrastructure allocation
and use in urban areas is fraught with tensions
due to inadequate road connectivity,
underdeveloped transport services, and high
transition fees, which significantly influence the
accessibility that the system provides and limits
how citizens travel in cities.



Part 5: ‘Cities and communities’ are crosscutting across all SDGs



Part 5: Key Policy Issues – Adapt Urban Policies to Address 
Multiple Interlinked Crisis

01. Provide Affordable and barrier-free Housing to Everyone and Leave No One Behind 
The number of people living in slums and the COVID Pandemic demonstrated the importance and centrality of adequate 
housing. With increasing number of older persons and persons with disabilities, housing needs to be accessible 
and barrier-free (see also the WHO age-friendly city network (https://extranet.who.int/agefriendlyworld/age-friendly-
cities-framework/)) . Providing people in the subregion, including migrant workers and the homeless with affordable, 
barrier-free and safe housing requires serious attention from policymakers.

02. Build Climate Resilience of Natural Disasters Through Ecosystem-based Adaption Planning

Green energy infrastructure needs to build upon stronger foundations by prioritizing access to clean energy and 
improving energy efficiency to reduce the negative environmental impact of energy infrastructures on cities in the 
subregion, supported by long-term low emission development strategies to coordinate a government approach.

03. Develop Technologies to Clean Energy and Improve Energy Efficiency

The subregion needs to rethink how to improve resilience against natural disasters and climate change through 
ecosystem-based adaptation planning at the national and local levels for better implementation of DRR strategies.

https://extranet.who.int/agefriendlyworld/age-friendly-cities-framework/


Part 5: Key Policy Issues – Adapt Urban Policies to Address 
Multiple Interlinked Crisis

Urbanization does not have to be a threat to our planetary ecosystem. Evidence confirms that compact, well-
managed urban habitats are the most climate friendly environmentally sustainable form of human settlement. 
Building redundancies into trunk infrastructure and services can reduce loss and damage. Focus on planning policies 
which preserve urban assets from climate impacts.

06. Compact, mixed-use urban environments are spatial solutions to the climate crisis

Central Asian economies are characterized by very high levels of informality. Policymakers need to understand the 
role of the informal economy and support the development of a more inclusive urban economy. 

05. Urban poverty, exclusionary housing markets, cost of living pressures in cities 

04. Encourage “Walkability” for all and Accessible and Affordable Transport Systems

Focusing on more inclusive transit-oriented-development and encouraging land-use development that encourages 
walkability for all  at the local level while maintaining accessibility to opportunities through public-transport 
development and universal design.



Part 5: Key Policy Issues – Adapt Urban Policies to Address
the Global Challenges

Implementing SDG 11 is crucial for the subregion to
enhance the capacity when dealing with the current
global issues of the Covid Pandemic, energy crisis and
climate change.

Exposing the potential of public transport development
will significantly boost the socio-economic post-Pandemic
recovery. Effective and renewable power plants
infrastructure will considerably enhance the subregion’s
climate resilience to deal with the emerging global energy
crisis.

Progress on SDG 11 plays an essential role for the
subregion to guarantee all the people enjoy peace and
prosperity.



Regional Multistakeholder Urban Dialogues Capacity Building of New Mayors

Addressing Urban Plastic Pollution Developing City Air Pollution Plans 

https://urbangateway.unescap.org

Part 6: Where to get inspired?



Partner with us to accelerate progress on SDG11 in North and Central Asia!
https://www.unescap.org/our-work/environment-development/urban-development

Our Key Knowledge Products:

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/environment-development/urban-development

