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SDG11, Urbanization and the SDGs

South East Asia’s Urban Growth Characteristics 



Part 1: Background
Multiple interlinked crises facing South East Asian cities

• Almost half of ASEAN’s people already 
live in urban areas → by 2025, a 
further 70 million people will be city 
dwellers

• Income inequality has risen and often 
higher than rural areas

• Prevalence of urban poverty & 
inequality has several implications for 
informal settlements and employment, 
particularly for women

• Local government revenues declined 
between 15-25% while their revenue 
pressure increased with the pandemic

• Lack of accessibility to urban health 
systems (due to informality, exclusion) 
affects poor 

• 90% of COVID cases were in the urban 
areas



Part 1: Background
Multiple interlinked crises facing South East Asian cities

• Disruptions to wheat and rice supply 
chains increase costs and affect food 
security in the region 

• Rising energy and fertilizer costs is 
affecting agriculture productivity and 
urban food security

• High dependency of countries on fossil fuel
• Fuel crisis is linked with prices of goods and 

food security 
• Cities contribute 70% of greenhouse gas 

emissions

• Only 0.4% of cities in South East Asia have met 
WHO PM2.5 guidelines in 2021

• Increasing urban health impacts of air pollution 
from emissions from transport, energy and 
agricultural practices

• Increased vulnerability of cities to storms, 
flooding 

• Urban heat island effect leads to higher 
energy demand 



Part 2:  
Snapshot 
of SDG 
Progress 
for South 
East Asia, 
2019 and 
2021

Source: Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway https://data.unescap.org

https://data.unescap.org/


Part 2: SDG 11 Snapshot of Uneven Progress at Indicator Level

Source: Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway https://data.unescap.org

https://data.unescap.org/


Opportunities to build urban sustainability and resilience

• SDGs and New Urban Agenda firmly places urbanization at the 

forefront of international development policy and builds on past 

success with localizing global sustainable development agenda

• Viewing urbanization beyond simply a demographic phenomenon –

as a transformative process galvanizing momentum for many 

aspects of sustainable development

• Cities drive innovation and investment, making them a potent force 

for addressing sustainable economic growth, urban development and 

prosperity

• Cities are powerhouses of economic growth contributing about 80 

percent of South East Asia’s GDP and functioning as catalysts for 

socio-economic mobility and inclusion



Part 3: South East Asia is rapidly urbanizing  



Part 4: Key Policy Issues – Adapt Urban Policies to Address 
Multiple Interlinked Crisis

01. COVID-19 recovery an opportunity to accelerate SDG11 through integrated planning 

Many cities have demonstrated great agility to deploy creative solutions, ranging from supporting urban 
regeneration of shrinking or underserved neighbourhoods, "15 minute city" concepts, protecting vulnerable 
groups, including migrants, to ensuring the continuity of local public services.

02. Challenge the 'Rural vs Urban' dichotomy of development policies and siloed action

Urbanization does not have to be a threat to our planetary ecosystem. Evidence confirms that compact, well-
managed urban habitats are the most climate friendly environmentally sustainable form of human 
settlement. Building redundancies into trunk infrastructure and services can reduce loss and damage. Focus on 
planning policies which preserve urban assets from climate impacts.

03. Compact, mixed use urban environments are spatial solutions to the climate crisis

There is a general perception that urbanization is a threat to food production and agriculture when, in fact, 
the way countries manage urbanization will determine the future of food systems and rural livelihoods. 



Part 4: Key Policy Issues – Adapt Urban Policies to Address Multiple 
Interlinked Crisis

04. The future of work is leading to changes in urban growth and resource patterns

05. Harnessing the 'twin transitions' for cities – digitalisation and shift to net-zero

06. Urban poverty, exclusionary housing markets, cost of living pressures in cities 

The rise and mainstreaming of remote working in daily practices have paved the way for new spatial 
scenarios, where cities of all sizes and growth patterns might have opportunity to drive a more 
polycentric and balanced model of urbanisation, as well as for rural areas close to cities.

Recovery strategies have also boosted the “twin transition” – i.e. digitalisation and the shift to net-zero 
economy – which will likely continue to change the way people live and work in the long term

Accelerated inflationary / cost of living pressures are here. Economic geography, balanced territorial 
development, and intra-urban spatial inequality are concepts that are largely absent from major policy 
documents and yet are essential for greening economic development, equality, shared prosperity, and long term 
sustainability planning.



Regional Multistakeholder Urban Dialogues Capacity Building of New Mayors

Addressing Urban Plastic Pollution Developing City Air Pollution Plans 

https://urbangateway.unescap.org

Part 5: Where to get inspired?



Our Key Knowledge Products

HTTP://WWW.ESCAP.ORG/OUR-WORK/ENVIRONMENT-DEVELOPMENT/URBAN-DEVELOPMENT



Partner with us to accelerate progress on 
sustainable cities and communities!

HTTP://WWW.ESCAP.ORG/OUR-WORK/ENVIRONMENT-DEVELOPMENT/URBAN-DEVELOPMENT

Curt Garrigan
Curt.Garrigan@un.org


