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➢ The mid-term review will be held during the UN 2023 Water conference 
(March 2023 in NY)

➢ A preparatory meeting will be held on 25 October 2022 in NY to decide on the 
themes of the interactive dialogues during the conference

➢ The co-chairs of the mid term review are the Netherlands and Tajikistan

➢ Regional Commissions were asked to support the mid term review through 
regional consultations feeding into a report from the UN Secretary General on 
the mid term review, to be shared at the conference

➢ ESCAP led a multi-stakeholder consultation in March-April 2021. The report of 
the meeting is available here and highlights key issues and recommendations 
for Asia Pacific to meet the objectives of the Decade for SDG 6 and related 
SDGs (climate, disasters, ecosystems, etc.)

The mid term review of the UN Decade for Water 
Action 2018-2028

https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/water2023
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/UNWaterActionDecade%20AP%20consultation_0.pdf


SDG 6 progress in Asia and the Pacific ( ESCAP 
2023)

RegressionProgress



➢ Access to WASH services increased to 60 percent in 2021 from 21 percent in 2000 (UN 
Water, 2020) but the divide between rural and remote to urban settings is still 
substantial.

➢ Existing water scarcity in Asia Pacific is exacerbated by increasing water demand for 
agricultural production, and it is starting to impact countries that have typically been 
considered water-plenty. 

➢ A reverse trend in clean water and sanitation occurred owing to increased water stress 
and the inability of countries to protect and restore water-related ecosystems. The 
economic costs of poor sanitation and hygiene amounted to over USD 9.2 billion a year 
(2005 prices) in Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, the Philippines, and Vietnam (WASH, 
WSP & ESI, 2007).

➢ There is limited data on wastewater management to accurately measure progress. 
Some countries in SEA barely reach 10 percent of wastewater flows safely treated, 
presenting obvious challenges for reaching the 2030 target (UN-Habitat, WHO, 2021). 

Key challenges for SEA highlighted in the regional 
consultation



➢ Only a few basin areas are covered by operational arrangements and lack 
water policies that deal with internationally shared groundwater resources.

➢ The increasing over-exploitation of groundwater abstraction in the Mekong 
Delta region has resulted in continuous depletion of groundwater resources 
and related environmental issues such as land subsidence.

➢ Most countries do not have legal and institutional instruments to regulate the 
use of groundwater resources and only limited bilateral agreements exist for 
transboundary aquifers.

Key challenges for SEA highlighted in  the regional 
consultation



Recommendations to Accelerate Progress on SDG 6 and 
on the  UN Water Action Decade in Asia and the Pacific

Enhance policy coherence

To better support better water management, mainstream 
water issues and support increased investments in water.

Focus on data and innovation

Data collection, accessibility and use, as well as data
sharing and innovation

Strengthen governance and cooperation

Through multi-stakeholder approaches, a shared vision for 
transboundary water management and better M&E and 
accountability 

Ensure adequate financing

Especially for WASH, wastewater management, disaster risk reduction
and to support regional collaboration



Recommendations to Accelerate Progress on SDG 
6 and UN Water Action Decade in Asia and the 
Pacific

Promote integrated approaches to water, the SDGs, and other 
water-related agendas
Addressing protection and restoration of water-related ecosystems, IWRM, and 
nature-based solutions and for enhancing the linkages between water and 
disaster risk-reduction, climate adaptation and mitigation, energy and health. 

Focus on gender equality, disability, and social inclusion (GEDSI)

Increase efforts to include women, persons with disabilities, and other marginalized 
groups in water-related sectors and their management

Especially on wastewater and groundwater management, challenges associated
with climate change and disasters, for accessing climate finance and on national
water accounting and allocation, as well as sector professionalization for the
youth

Strengthen institutions and ensure sector professionalization
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