
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Sixth North and Central Asia 
Multi-Stakeholder Forum on 
Implementation of the  
Sustainable Development Goals 
 
 
 

Accelerating the recovery from COVID-19 and the full 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development at all levels 

REPORT 

6-7 October 2022 



 

1. Overview 

 

The Sixth North and Central Asia Multistakeholder Forum on Implementation of the 

Sustainable Development Goals was held in Almaty, Kazakhstan and online on 6 and 7 October 

2022. The Forum was organized by the Subregional Office for North and Central Asia (SONCA) 

of the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and benefited from 

the cooperation within ESCAP and the partnership with the International Renewable Energy 

Agency (IRENA) which co-organized Session 3 of the Forum on sustainable and clean energy 

(Goal 7). The objectives of the Forum were to (i) enhance awareness and understanding of the key 

challenges and opportunities for implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 

North and Central Asia through sharing of experiences and knowledge, (ii) provide good practices 

in the national and subregional contexts on policies, actions, and partnerships for accelerating the 

progress of the Sustainable Development Goals while recovering from COVID-19, (iii) identify 

cross-border and subregional challenges and opportunities in implementing the SDGs and potential 

means of implementations. The Programme of the Forum and the List of Participants are enclosed 

in Annex 1.   

The Forum was opened by Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-Secretary-General of 

the United Nations and Executive Secretary of United Nations Economic and Social Commission 

for Asia and the Pacific, Mr. Abzal Abdikarimov, Vice Minister of National Economy of 

Kazakhstan, and Ms. Gwi Yeop Son, Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia, United 

Nations Development Coordination Office. The Forum was attended by a total of 105 participants 

(54 female, 51 male) from all ESCAP member countries in North and Central Asia, as well as from 

other subregions and regions. There were 33 representatives from member States (16 female, 17 

male), 6 participants from civil society organizations (4 female, 2 male), 12 participants from 

academia and think tanks (9 female, 3 male), 10 participants from international and regional 

organizations (3 female, 7 male), and 44 participants from the United Nations (22 female, 22 male). 

The list of participants is enclosed in Annex 2. 

In their evaluations 1  participants commented that the sessions were interesting and 

provided a better understanding of regional issues. They also appreciated that the Forum provided 

insights on the implementation of the sustainable development goals in the subregion and provided 

a platform for sharing countries’ experiences and practices in implementing the Sustainable 

Development Goals. Participants noted that the Forum defined priority areas for sustainable 

development in the subregion and identified opportunities for further coordination among 

countries. They appreciated that the moderators provided a brief recap of key discussion points at 

the end of each session, which helped provide a better understanding of the issues.  

It was suggested that in the future, more time should be allocated for discussion and 

deliberations among participants 

 
1 About 22 per cent of Forum participants completed the post-event assessment as of 19 October 2022. 



 

Overall, based on the post-event assessment, participants rated the meeting favourably 

(maximum rating of 5) – 4.22 for relevance, 4.43 for effectiveness, and 4.55 for efficiency. 

2. Substantive discussions and outcomes 

 

Session 1: Accelerating the recovery from COVID-19 and the full implementation of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development at all levels 

The purpose of the session was to assess subregional progress towards achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and identify good practices and priorities to achieve them. 

The session discussed the impacts of COVID-19 on vulnerable groups, particularly older persons. 

The session also proposed actions to invest in people and protect vulnerable groups, particularly 

to enhance resilience. 

North and Central Asia recorded some progress towards achieving the SDGs, however, it 

is likely that the Goals would not be achieved by 2030. Certain areas such as good health and well-

being (Goal 3), quality education (Goal 4), industry, innovation, and infrastructure (Goal 9) 

recorded progress. Areas on responsible consumption and production (Goal 12), climate action 

(Goal 13), and life below water (Goal 14) were regressing. Rising inequalities were of particular 

concern.  

While there had been limited progress in achieving the SDGs in the subregion before 

COVID-19, the pandemic had jeopardized progress further, with larger impacts on groups in 

vulnerable situations. This had resulted in loss of lives and further social exclusion. Inequalities in 

access to social services and healthcare had intensified because of the pandemic, making older 

persons, persons with disabilities and other population groups particularly vulnerable. Inequalities 

in access to information and communication technologies led to further social exclusion of these 

population groups. The need for specific policies and action plans with  monitoring frameworks to 

ensure that groups in vulnerable situations were not left behind was stressed. Food security was an 

emerging risk to achieve the SDGs, especially for persons in vulnerable situations. Agricultural 

productivity had to be increased. Geopolitical uncertainties, inflation, and disruptions in supply 

chains had negatively impacted recovery from COVID-19. In light of these  disruptions and 

uncertainties, inclusive development had to be prioritized. The need for specific policies and 

legislation to ensure that groups in vulnerable situations were not being left behind was stressed, 

and good practices were shared.  

The low availability of SDG data and reliable data disaggregated by sex and other 

characteristics was highlighted. Initiatives to enhance data availability and to measure SDG 

progress were discussed, such as using census tools, initiatives to include civil society to assess 

progress, and the development of an inclusivity index. Disaggregated data are crucial to assess the 

inclusion of groups in vulnerable situations. 

Regional cooperation was highlighted as key to accelerate progress towards achieving the SDGs 

and for inclusive COVID-19 recovery. Regional cooperation could focus on joint research, 



 

statistical monitoring and data collection, enhancing connectivity, agri-food industry, as well as 

sharing of good practices on the COVID-19 recovery. 

 

Session 2: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all (Goal 6) 

The purpose of the session was to discuss the status, trends, emerging issues, and 

interlinkages of implementing Goal 6. The session emphasized the need for transboundary 

cooperation for sound and sustainable management of freshwater resources through peaceful 

regional integration and supportive capacity development. It discussed the issue of low data 

availability for the measurement of various SDG indicators, water quality, and water monitoring. 

In the context of the midterm review of the International Decade for Action: Water for 

Sustainable Development 2018-2028 (“Water Action Decade”), a multistakeholder consultation 

was held to discuss key issues and recommendations to meet the objectives put forth. The specific 

challenges for North and Central Asia as highlighted during the consultation include the needs to: 

1)  ensure water quality, sustainability and water use efficiency; 2) strengthen governance and 

cooperation; 3) ensure adequate financing for water;  and 4) focus on gender equality, disability 

and social inclusion in water management. Other areas of focus across Asia and the Pacific include 

the adoption of integrated approaches to water management and to strengthen policy coherence,  

capacity building, and focus on data and innovation. 

The environmental aspect and disaster risk reduction are also key features for water 

management in the subregion. According to projections by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change, floods will be more severe and prolonged during wet season and droughts will be more 

frequent and lengthier. There is growing desertification in the subregion. Adaptation measures 

must include the integration of climate change scenarios into various long-term plans and programs 

at the national and regional level. The subregion has many transboundary inland water bodies, but 

few basin areas are covered by operational arrangements. Cooperation needs to be strengthened, 

especially as there is a growing need for water in the subregion. 

The Aral Sea has been spotlighted as one important area for subregional cooperation for 

integrated water management. There are already institutions in place that work on facilitating the 

cooperation, including the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS) and Interstate 

Commission for Water Coordination in Central Asia (ICWC). Different stakeholders need to work 

together to ensure that efforts to ensure availability and sustainable management of water in North 

and Central Asia are aligned and could complement each other.  

Lack of data to adequately measure the progress of Goal 6 continues to be a challenge in 

the subregion. The data gap persists for wastewater management, water quality tracking, and water 

monitoring. Technological development can help fill the data gaps in some instances. For example, 

satellite-based data can be used to measure changes in the spatial extent of some water-related 

ecosystems such as lakes, reservoirs, mangroves, and wetlands. A few water quality parameters 

can also be measured from space. Another important point for data is the need for the data to be 



 

seamlessly shared between stakeholders to help with building a comprehensive understanding and 

decision-making. 

In conclusion, there is a need to strengthen multi-stakeholder approaches, build a shared 

vision for transboundary water management, and enhance policy coherence. Water related policies 

need to be aligned to better coordinate needed investments. Continued effort is also needed to 

increase the countries’ capacity for collecting and sharing water-related data as well as finding 

innovative solutions for effective transboundary water management. 

 

Session 3: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all (Goal 7) 

The session was aimed to analyse the status, trends and emerging issues in implementing 

Goal 7. It discussed potential areas for cross-border collaboration and multistakeholder 

participation for the development of a sustainable energy sector, as well as conditions and 

frameworks required to facilitate such as collaboration. 

In North and Central Asia, there is no single narrative for energy sources as countries in 

the subregion are differently endowed with energy resources. The commonality in the subregion 

is that energy intensity remains high, especially given the large distances required for energy 

transportation and existing energy infrastructure. Electricity production is still dominated by 

hydrocarbon resources, despite the subregion’s availability of other high-quality renewable energy 

resources. Hydrogen is being shared as one of the possible solutions to facilitate sustainable energy 

transition. Sustainable energy transition not only entails a lower carbon energy system, but also 

contributes to inclusive employment opportunities. It is important to keep in mind the interlinkages 

between energy transition strategies and other development agendas such as the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement, to ensure that efforts are streamlined towards 

the achievement of international frameworks that were agreed upon.  

Regional cooperation is a key component for low-carbon energy development. Among 

initiatives that are taken in this regard is to study and disseminate international experience among 

member countries of the Commonwealth Independent States and ensure the availability and 

unification of energy-related statistical data. It was noted that a unified methodology for assessing 

the renewable energy potential consistent with the global approaches is required to better assess 

the potential of the sector and to create a favourable market environment for the development of 

renewable energy.  

Georgia and Kyrgyzstan shared their positive experiences in developing National SDG 7 

Roadmaps. Kyrgyzstan noted that there were gaps in assessing the access to clean cooking fuel 

and technologies as there are no relevant government policies set out for this purpose. It is 

important to eliminate pollutant-emitting cooking and heating technologies to be able to achieve 

Goal 7. The Roadmap helped Georgia identify the three most energy-intensive sectors in Georgia 

– which are transport, building, and industry – which in turn allowed the government to implement 

targeted initiatives to facilitate the decarbonization of these sectors. Countries in North and Central 

Asia are making efforts for energy diversification and to attract investments into the renewable 



 

energy sector. While countries in the subregion are supportive of renewable energy development, 

they continue to rely on coal, natural gas and oil with no major phase-out plans yet. These plans 

should be developed, discussed and further adopted as part of national development policies 

Sustainable energy transition and decarbonization efforts need to be prioritized for energy 

development plans in North and Central Asia. To ensure that sustainable energy transition will 

receive buy-in and be successful, it is important that political, economic and social consequences 

of decarbonization are properly assessed. Innovative policies, technologies, and financing will be 

needed to fast-track sustainable energy transition in the subregion.  

 

Session 4: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and 

foster innovation (Goal 9) 

The session was devoted to assess the progress, challenges, and opportunities to accelerate 

innovation, industry, and infrastructure development as key drivers of economic development in 

North and Central Asia. The session reviewed the role of infrastructure and digital investments for 

inclusive development, particularly through the introduction of innovative digital and technology-

based solutions, as well as economic diversification. 

Trade, transport, and digital connectivity were assessed as a key prerequisite for the 

implementation of Goal 9. Over the last few years, North and Central Asia has been progressing 

on the digitalization agenda, in terms of network coverage, introduction of digital solutions, 

development of government digital strategies, increased access to information and communication 

technologies, and introduction of digital infrastructure programmes to improve connectivity. The 

session noted high heterogeneity across countries in the subregion. Despite that, there is potential 

to harmonize national frameworks and policies as well as support regional approaches towards 

digitalization of economies. Cybersecurity was raised as another important area of focus on the 

digital agenda, particularly in terms of developing common approaches and platforms on the 

matter. 

Trade and transport were found to have been particularly affected by the COVID-19 

pandemic due to global supply chain disruptions, movement restrictions and fiscal pressures. This 

was compounded by the dominant role of inland transport, including freight transport, to support 

country and regional connectivity, especially in landlocked countries. At the same time, the 

discussion highlighted that there is room to strengthen cross-country transit arrangements, tackle 

existing infrastructure bottlenecks, enhance resilience from market volatility, and accelerate digital 

solutions across trade and transport sectors. Some panellists noted there is renewed interest from 

North and Central Asian countries to undertake reforms to diversify and expand transport 

networks, particularly through the introduction of smart roads and digital solutions. 

In terms of industry development and economic diversification, the discussion highlighted 

the need to strengthen productivity through a combination of innovation, digitalization and 

technology, foreign trade and investment, economies of scale and knowledge transfer. Future 

efforts should aim at strengthening industry’s resilience vis-à-vis the decarbonization agenda due 



 

to the region’s dependency on energy- and water-intensive sectors. The session also discussed the 

role of international financial institutions (IFIs) to contribute to greater economic resilience, job 

creation, green transformation, and economic diversification. The development of industrial 

clusters was also mentioned as potential levers to promote industry development and economies 

of scale. Kazakhstan and Russian Federation shared their successful initiatives, advancements and 

lessons leaned towards achieving the Goal 9, with concrete examples.   

Key areas to support the subregion to achieve Goal 9 include to facilitate innovation, 

increase economic resilience, diversify economic structure, provide inclusive access to emerging 

technologies, and promote regional cooperation. It was highlighted that countries should leverage 

digitalization not only to support COVID-19 recovery efforts, but also introduce robust solutions 

in areas such as finance, energy, trade, and transport. This should be guided by regional best 

practices, experiences, and approaches. Technical support and innovative financial instruments 

were also recommended as further areas of focus to diversify sources of investments and 

strengthen cross-sector synergies. 

 

Session 5: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable (Goal 11) 

The session was aimed to illustrate the status, trends, emerging issues, and interlinkages of 

the implementation of Goal 11 in North and Central Asia while showcasing best practices to 

recover and develop sustainable cities and communities. It discussed the subregion’s sustainable 

urban recovery from multiple connected crises, integrated spatial planning, municipal financing 

instruments, public-private partnerships, capacity building, city-level data, and smart city 

innovation and technologies. 

North and Central Asia made limited progress in implementing Goal 11. Cities need to 

align spatial planning with population growth and the changing demographics in urban areas, while 

also considering other socioeconomic and environmental issues. As the subregion emerges from 

the COVID-19 pandemic, cities are well positioned to lead recovery efforts and contribute to 

climate strategies, energy transition, as well as reducing risks and vulnerabilities. Cities must focus 

more on the multiple dimensions of urban development to create well-planned compact 

development, provide affordable housing, build climate resilience, improve energy efficiency, 

enhance transport accessibility and decrease urban poverty. Transport and energy are sectors that 

the subregion could pursue further actions to achieve low-carbon systems and infrastructure 

development. While the subregion actively adopts national disaster risk reduction strategies, urgent 

actions are required to reverse the deaths and economic loss from disasters. Moreover, smart city 

transformation unfolds various opportunities for the subregion’s sustainable urban development. 

The session also highlighted the interlinkages between urbanization and global development 

agendas, such as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the New Urban Agenda and the 

Paris Agreement.  

Several representatives from cities in North and Central Asia shared their experiences to 

develop sustainable cities and communities. It was noted that public-private data integration could 

enhance data-driven decision making for cities. The Almaty Data Lake initiative was launched to 



 

integrate data in different sectors of the city, including education, healthcare, social protection and 

utility. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the city successfully utilized big data for healthcare 

emergency management. The transport sector is also a key focus to build sustainable cities. In 

Tbilisi, transport reform was introduced to establish rapid transit corridors, multimodal street 

design and intelligent transportation systems. Bishkek also focuses on the city’s transport 

development through the introduction of electric buses. It was highlighted that public-private 

partnerships, including collaboration with telecommunication companies and commercial banks, 

are key to enhancing digital transition and utilization in cities. Several tools and frameworks, such 

as the Sustainable Smart Cities Profile and the Making Cities Resilient 2030 initiative, were shared 

as reference for cities to support their efforts in achieving Goal 11.  

In conclusion, there is a need for a comprehensive and multi-sector development plan for 

sustainable cities which considers the differentiated priorities and contexts, and the tools and 

initiatives shared during the session could support this effort. Sharing of experiences and good 

practices, especially in the areas of sustainable transport, inclusive housing, green development, 

disaster resilience, and data management, are highly encouraged. 

 

Session 6: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for 

sustainable development (Goal 17) 

The session was focused on good practices for partnerships to accelerate the recovery from 

COVID-19 and advancing the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. It discussed the increasing relevance of multistakeholder partnerships and 

collaborations to overcome systemic crises and the climate crisis, facilitate a green transition and 

to accelerate progress on the SDGs to ensure a resilient and inclusive sustainable future. 

The COVID-19 pandemic brought major setbacks to progress in education, gender 

equality, and the environment through prolonged school closures, rise in gender-based violence, 

and surging medical and plastic waste. Despite this, the renewable energy sector showed signs of 

optimism that could reinvigorate and counteract stalled progress. The past decade has witnessed 

huge improvements in the competitiveness of renewables as well as precipitous drops in the cost 

of solar photovoltaics, concentrated solar power, and onshore and offshore wind. From a socio-

economic standpoint, the solar photovoltaics sector is the fastest growing sector accounting for 

more than a third of the total renewable energy workforce, closely followed by liquid biofuels and 

hydroponics. Furthermore, the share of women working full time in the solar photovoltaics 

industry is 40 per cent, the highest share of any renewable sector and well beyond the estimates 

for the oil and gas sector. Accelerating a transition to renewable energy will therefore contribute 

to economic, environmental and social development. 

The session also highlighted, however, that the agriculture and food industry require more 

efforts to cope with the impact of different crises. Although rates of undernutrition have declined 

in North and Central Asia, undernutrition persists through anaemia and obesity. Nutrition and diets 

are challenged by loss of remittances, disruption of FDI, lack of financial resources to cope with 



 

shocks, slowed exports and imports of food, and higher food prices and reduced income and job 

loss. 

Regional partnerships and initiatives are paramount for advancing SDG progress, 

particularly for landlocked developing countries. Multistakeholder partnerships, including the 

engagement with academia, youth, private sector, and civil society organizations, must be 

reinforced as well. During the session, specific involvement of the academia and private sector 

were shared, highlighting, for instance, that academia supports the transfer of knowledge and 

technology and helps act as a bridge between the public sector and decision makers. This 

encourages an inclusive dialogue through the mobilization of youth, women, and those that are not 

as often offered a seat at the table. Additionally, the public and private sector can engage youth by 

providing internships and hands-on experiences to students to develop applied and practical 

research skills. The private sector plays a key role for the region to achieve the 2030 Agenda. 

There is a strong consensus from businesses that energy transition, green infrastructure, and 

innovation are top priorities. It is key to connect businesses, especially small and medium 

businesses, with financing opportunities aimed at key sectors for sustainable development.  

In conclusion, North and Central Asia shows great potential in partnerships for sustainable 

development and is well-placed for innovative green projects to utilize and expand on existing 

infrastructure. However, public sector funds alone will not be enough to achieve the SDGs. 

Increased engagement and collaboration between academia, private sector, civil society 

organizations, and other stakeholders are essential to disseminate knowledge and share best 

practices.  Innovative solutions are vital to bring sustainability to the center of today’s most 

pressing issues and reimagine supply chains, transportation, and consumption for sustainable 

development. 

 

3. Associated events 

 

North and Central Asia Workshop on Preparation of Voluntary National Reviews, 5 October 

2022 

The workshop aimed to provide stakeholders involved in the preparation of voluntary 

national reviews (VNR) with a platform to discuss how VNRs can help strengthen institutional 

mechanisms for monitoring the progress of the SDGs. Participants at the workshop shared 

examples of how their VNRs led to institutional changes and strengthened national plans and 

monitoring systems. They also shared experiences and good practices in stakeholder engagement 

for VNR preparations and explored innovative ideas and modalities to further strengthen their next 

VNRs. Almost all countries in North and Central Asia participated and shared their experiences in 

preparing  VNRs. Three countries from the subregion – Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan 

– will present their VNRs in 2023. ESCAP will support these countries in their VNR preparation, 

including through the VNR Twinning Programme.  

 



 

Presentation of the Aral Sea Storyboard, 6 October 2022 

The presentation introduced different climate change impact scenarios in the Aral Sea to 

identify subregional pathways for adaptation and resilience. In Central Asia, there is strong 

intersection of high land degradation, high population, and low human development index. 

Identifying these intersections could better inform socioeconomic policies that also respond to 

climate change impact. In the Aral Sea Storyboard, users could access information on current and 

projected risk hotspots given the recent climate projections. Based on the projected scenarios, there 

will be an increased exposure to drought for the agriculture sector in Central Asia in the near- and 

long-term. Aside from visualizations of data and scenarios, the Storyboard also highlights 

proposed solutions for climate adaptation in the subregion and in each country. There is a stark 

need for subregional cooperation to effectively manage the risk of transboundary in-land water 

disasters. During the session, it was noted that there were ongoing analytical and capacity 

development work targeted to the Aral Sea and to address in-land water disaster risk reduction, 

which were initiated by ESCAP. Building upon these initiatives, ESCAP will continue to promote 

policies and dialogues related to disaster risk reduction in the North and Central Asia subregion.  

https://rrp.unescap.org/aral-sea


 

Annex 1: Programme 

 

Sixth North and Central Asia Multi-Stakeholder Forum on 

Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals  

  

“Accelerating the recovery from COVID-19 and the full implementation of  

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at all levels” 

  

Programme 

Day/Time Session  

Thursday, 6 October 2022 

09.00 – 

10.00 
Registration 

10:00 – 

10:30 

Opening Session 

• Opening remarks by Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-

Secretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Secretary of 

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (UNESCAP)  

• Remarks by Mr. Abzal Abdikarimov, Vice-Minister of National 

Economy of Kazakhstan  

• Remarks by Ms. Gwi Yeop Son, Regional Director for Europe and 

Central Asia, United Nations Development Coordination Office  

  

10:30 – 

12:00 

Session 1: Accelerating the recovery from COVID-19 and the full 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at all levels 

The session will discuss, among other things: 

- Subregional progress, good practices, and priorities to achieve the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SD) 

- Efforts to accelerate inclusive COVID-19 recovery and how they could 

align with efforts to progress implementation of the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

- Protecting and investing in people and enhancing resilience, especially 

among women and vulnerable population groups (SDD-or SDD 

recommended resource persons). 

  

Moderator: Ms. Michaela Friberg-Storey, The United Nations Resident 

Coordinator in Kazakhstan  

  

Presenters/ Speakers: 

- Mr. Arman Bidarbakht Nia, Head, Statistical Data Management 

Unit, Statistics Division, UNESCAP, and Ms. Sabine Henning, Chief, 

Sustainable Demographic Transition Section, Social Development 

Division, UNESCAP  



 

- Mr. Askar Japparkulov, Director of the Macroeconomic Policy 

Department, Eurasia Economic Commission  

- Ms. Alybaeva Zhanyl, Deputy Minister of Labor, Social Security and 

Migration of Kyrgyzstan  

- Ms. Kaisha Atakhanova, Regional Programs Advisor of ARGO (a 

Civil Society Development Association), member of the Public 

Council under the Ministry of Information and Social Development of 

Kazakhstan  

- Mr. Shuvojit Banerjee, Economic Affairs Officer, Macroeconomic 

Policy and Financing for Development Division, UNESCAP  

  

12:00 – 

13:30 
Lunch break 

13:30 – 

15:00 

Session 2: SDG 6 on clean water and sanitation 

The session will discuss, among other things: 

- Status, trends, emerging issues, and interlinkages of implementing 

SDG 6. 

- Transboundary cooperation for ecologically sound management of 

freshwater resources and for peaceful regional integration and 

required capacity development interventions.  

- Means to secure required investments to progress in clean water and 

sanitation supply in under-served regions. 

- Innovative technologies and technology-based entrepreneurship for 

efficient water use. 

- Good practices to facilitate inclusivity in access to clean water and 

sanitation.  

 

Moderator: Mr. Talaibek Makeev, Economic Affairs Officer, Environment 

Division, UN Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 

  

Presenters/ Speakers: 

- Ms. Solène le Doze, Environmental Affairs Officer, Environment and 

Development Policy Section, Environment and Development Division, 

UNESCAP and Ms. Soomi Hong, Associate Economic Affairs 

Officer, Information & Communication Technology and Disaster Risk 

Reduction Division, UNESCAP 

- Mr. Serik Bekmaganbetov, Authorized representative from 

Kazakhstan to the International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS)  

- Mr. Stuart Crane, Coordinator SDG 6, Freshwater Unit, Ecosystem 

Division, UN Environment Programme (UNEP) 

- Ms. Dinara Ziganshina, Deputy Director, Scientific Information 

Center of Interstate Commission for Water Coordination in Central 

Asia of Uzbekistan   

15:00 – 

15:30 
Coffee break 



 

15:30 – 

17:00 

Session 3: SDG 7 on affordable and clean energy 

Co-organizer International Renewable Energy Agency 

The session will discuss, among other things: 

- Status, trends, emerging issues, and interlinkages of implementing 

SDG.  

- Potential areas for cross-border collaboration and multistakeholder 

participation for the development of sustainable energy sector.  

- Conditions and frameworks required to facilitate cross border 

collaboration in sustainable energy development. 

- Options for public and private financing for infrastructure 

development. 

 

Moderator: Mr. Binu Parthan, Head of Regions, Country Engagement and 

Partnerships Division, International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 

  

Presenters/Speakers: 

− Mr. Michael Williamson, Chief of Sustainable Energy Development 

Section, Energy Division, UNESCAP  

− Mr. Georgy Ermolenko, Head of International Cooperation 

Department, Electric Power Council of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS)  

− Ms. Tatyana Vedeneva, President Center for Renewable Energy and 

Energy Efficiency Development (CREEED), Kyrgyzstan  

− Ms. Mariam Darchia, Senior Specialist, Sustainable Development 

Promotion Division, Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Policy 

and Sustainable Development Department of the Ministry of Economy 

and Sustainable Development of Georgia  

− Ms. Aleksandra Prodan, Associate Professional, Country 

Engagement and Partnerships Team, IRENA  

− Mr. Temirlan Aimagambetov, Deputy Director, Department of 

International Cooperation, KAZENERGY Association. 

 

Friday, 7 October 2022 

09:00 – 

10:30 

Session 4: SDG 9 on industry, innovation, and infrastructure 

The session will discuss, among other things: 

- Status, trends, emerging issues, and interlinkages of implementing 

SDG 9. 

- Good practices to facilitate more inclusive development of industries 

through provision of access to emerging technologies, markets, and 

innovative services. 

- Digital transformation efforts in North and Central Asia and potentials 

of digitalization to advance inclusive recovery. 

- Investment in Research and Development, and support to technology-

based entrepreneurs to foster innovative development.  

  



 

Moderator: Ms. Michiko Enomoto, Deputy Head, Subregional Office for 

North and Central Asia, UNESCAP  

  

Presenters/Speakers: 

− Ms. Azhar Jaimurzina Ducrest, Chief, Transport Connectivity and 

Logistics Section, Transport Division, UNESCAP and Ms. Aida 

Karazhanova, Economic Affairs Officer, ICT for Development 

Section, ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, UNESCAP 

− Mr. Dilshod Sharifi - Head of the International Economic Cooperation 

Department, Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, Tajikistan  

− Ms. Ekaterina Kozyreva, President, Infrastructure Economics Center 

International, France 

− Mr. Rustem Bigari, Chief Executive Officer, Digital Government 

Support Center of Kazakhstan  

− Mr. Farid Nakhli, Programme Coordinator, Regional Office for CIS, 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU)  

− Mr. Hans Holzhacker, Chief Economist, Central Asia Regional 

Economic Cooperation (CAREC) Institute  

− Ms. Anna-Maria Chkoniya, Coordinator, Technical Assistance Fund, 

Eurasian Development Bank  

− Mr. Timofei Shtakhov, Attaché, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russian 

Federation 

  

10:30 – 

11:00 
Coffee break 

11:00 – 

12:30 

Session 5: SDG 11 on sustainable cities and communities 

This session will discuss: 

- Status, trends, emerging issues, and interlinkages of implementing 

SDG 11 in North and Central Asia within the context of a sustainable 

urban recovery from multiple connected crises. 

- Best practices to recover and develop sustainable cities and 

communities in North and Central Asia by accelerating the means of 

implementation among different actors, including through integrated 

spatial planning, municipal financing instruments (including public-

private partnerships), capacity building, urban data, innovation, and 

smart city technologies. 

  

Moderator: Mr. Bruno Dercon, Acting Regional Director, Asia-Pacific, UN 

Habitat 

  

Presenters/ Speakers: 

- Mr. Curt Garrigan, Chief, Sustainable Urban Development Section, 

Environment and Development Division, UNESCAP  

- Ms. Aida Darmenova, Head of the Data Management Department of 

the Digitalization, Department of Almaty, Kazakhstan  

 



 

- Mr. Andrew Bower, Program Officer, Regional Office for Europe and 

Central Asia, UN Disaster Risk Reduction  

- Mr. Vakhtang Lomjaria, Head of the Municipal Department of 

Economic Development, Tbilisi City Hall, Georgia  

- Mr. Kurmanbek Moldokulov, Director, Agency for Bishkek City 

Development and Investments, Kyrgyzstan  

- Ms. Gulnara Roll, Secretary to the Committee for Housing and Urban 

Development, UNECE  

  

12:30 – 

14:00 
Lunch break 

14:00 – 

15:50 

Session 6: SDG 17 on partnerships for the goals 

The session will discuss, among other things: 

− Key messages of the 2022 Asia-Pacific SDG Partnership Report 

− Provide subregional analysis and good practices for partnership to 

aaccelerate the recovery from COVID-19 and the full implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

 

Moderator: Mr. Oliver Paddison, Chief of Section on Countries in Special 

Situations, UNESCAP 

  

Presenters/ Speakers:  

− Ms. Mizuho Okimoto-Kaewtathip, Regional Team Leader, Inclusive 

Growth and Prosperity Advisor, United Nations Development 

Programme Bangkok Regional Hub  

− Mr. Frank Thomas, Consultant, Asia Development Bank 

− Mr. Binu Parthan – Head of Regions, Country Engagement and 

Partnerships Division, IRENA  

− Ms. Barbara Janusz-Pawletta - Vice President for International 

Cooperation and Sustainability, Kazakh-German University  

− Mr. Shenggen Fan, Dean of Academy of Global Food Economics and 

Policy, Senior Chair Professor at the College of Economics and 

Management; China Agricultural University  

− Mr. David Morris, Vice Chair of the UNESCAP Sustainable Business 

Network  

− Ms. Ani Babayan - Assistant to the Deputy Prime Minister of Armenia   

  

15:50 – 

16:00 

Closing Session 

• Closing remarks by Mr. Nikolay Pomoshchnikov, Head, ESCAP 

Subregional Office for North and Central Asia. 

https://sdgasiapacific.net/knowledge-products/0000023
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Division at the Department for Multilateral 
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Chief advisor, Department of Sustainable 

Development and Social Policy of Ministry of 
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4 Mr. Asif Verdiev 

Director of the Hydrological Center, National 

Hydrometeorological Service of Azerbaijan 

5 Ms. Ulkar Balagadashova 

Lead Advisor, The Ministry of Ecology and 

Natural Resources  

6 Mr. Fuad Humbatov 

Head of Department of International Relations 

and Public Relations, Ministry of Ecology and 

Natural Resources  

Georgia 

7 Mr. Giorgi Kobelashvili 

Second Secretary, Department of International 

Economic Relations, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs 

8 Mr. Vakhtang Lomjaria 

Head of the Municipal Department of 

Economic Development, Tbilisi City Hall 

9 Mr. Advadze David 

Head of the of Sustainable Development 

Support Division of Energy Efficiency and 

Renewable Energy Policy and Sustainable 

Development Department 

10 Ms. Mariam Darchia 

Senior Specialist, Sustainable Development 

Promotion Division, Energy Efficiency and 

Renewable Energy Policy and Sustainable 

Development Department of the Ministry of 

Economy and Sustainable Development  

Kazakhstan 

11 Mr. Abzal Abdikarimov Vice-minister of National Economy  

12 Ms. Nurgul Zhannazarova 

Director of the Social policy Department, 

Ministry of National Economy  

13 Ms. Bakytgul Khambar 

Director of the Secretariat for Sustainable 

Development Goals of Institute of Economic 

Research 
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14 Ms. Aida Darmenova 

Head of the Data Management Department of 
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Chief Data Officer, Almaty Сity Department 
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Head of Strategic Planning Department of the 

Ministry of Economy and Commerce  
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Director, Agency for Bishkek City 

Development, and Investments 

21 Ms. Irina Kim Head of the Department, Ministry of Finance  

Russian Federation 

22 Mr. Oleg Shamanov 

Minister-Counsellor, Deputy Permanent 

Representative of the Russian Federation to 

ESCAP 

23 Mr. Timofei Shtakhov 

Attache, Division for ECOSOC and UN 

Regional Commissions, Department of 

International Organizations, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs  

24 Ms. Aleksandra Khlebnova 

Deputy Head of Unit, Ministry of Economic 

Development  

25 Ms. Maria Skolkova Officer, Ministry of Economic Development  

Tajikistan 

26 Ms. Malikova Muhabbat 

Chief Specialist of the Department of Regional 

Development and Monitoring of the 

Implementation of National Programs of the 

Ministry of Economic Development and Trade  

27 Mr. Dzhalolzoda Muhammad 

Head of the Department of Coordination of 

Macroeconomic Policy and Prospects of the 

Ministry of Economic Development and Trade  

28 Mr. Farrukh Faizullozoda 

Head of the Department of Regional 

Development and Monitoring of the 

Implementation of National Programs of the 

Ministry of Economic Development and Trade  

29 Mr. Dilshod Sharifi 

Head of the International Economic 

Cooperation Department, Ministry of 

Economic Development 
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Turkmenistan 

30 Ms. Elita Shumskaya 

Chief Specialist of the Department for 

Strategic and Sustainable Development of the 

Ministry of Finance and Economy  

31 Ms. Ogulnabat Gurbanova 

Head of the Department of Medical Statistics 

and Information of the Ministry of Health and 

Medical Industry  

Uzbekistan 

32 Mr. Sanjar Makhmudov 

Head of the Department for Attracting Foreign 

Investments, Economic Diplomacy 

Directorate, Ministry of Foreign Аffaiгs  

33 Mr. Ulugbek Karimov 

Third Secretary of the Economic Diplomacy 

Directorate, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
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International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) 
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Head of Regions, Country Engagement and 

Partnerships Division 
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Associate Professional, Country Engagement 

and Partnerships Team 
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36 Mr. Andrey Panteleev Head of Economic Policy Strategies Section 
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Director of the Macroeconomic Policy 

Department 

Eurasian Development Bank 
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Interstate Commission for Water Coordination in Central Asia in Uzbekistan 

39 Ms. Dinara Ziganshina Deputy Director, Scientific Information Center  

Asian Development Bank 

40 Mr. Frank Thomas Consultant 

Electric Power Council of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) 

41 Mr. Georgy Ermolenko  Head of International Cooperation Department 

International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS) 

42 Mr. Serik Bekmaganbetov Authorized representative from Kazakhstan 

Center for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Development (CREEED) in 

Kyrgyzstan 

43 Ms. Tatiana Vedenova  President 

Academia and Think Tanks 

44 Mr. Anton Tsvetov 
Senior Research Fellow, SKOLKOVO 

Institute for Emerging Market Studies 

45 Ms. Assel Izekenova Professor, University of International Business 
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Kazakh-German University, Vice President for 

International Cooperation and Sustainability 

47 Ms. Ekaterina Kozyreva President, IEC International, Paris 

48 Mr. Hans Holzhacker Chief Economist, CAREC Institute 
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50 Ms. Meruert Makhmutova Director, Public Policy Research Center 
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52 Mr. Shenggen Fan Chair Professor, China Agricultural University 
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University of Central Asia 
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55 Ms. Zalina Enlikeeva Research Fellow 
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56 Ms. Emma Anakhasyan 

Head of Environmental Health Department, 

Armenian Women for Health, and Healthy 

Environment 

57 Ms. Danara Saranova Eurasia Foundation in Central Asia 

58 Mr. Tomas Akynov 
Research and Development Specialist, Eurasia 

Foundation in Central Asia 

59 Mr. David Morris 
Vice Chair of the Sustainable Business 

Network, UNESCAP 

60 Ms. Kaisha Atakhanova 

Regional Programs Advisor of ARGO (a Civil 

Society Development Association), 

Kazakhstan 

61 Ms. Olga Dzhanaeva Director, Women Organization “Alga”  

62 Mr. Temirlan Aimagambetov 
Deputy Director, Department of International 

Cooperation, KAZENERGY Association 

United Nations 

UN Environment Programme 

63 Ms. Aidai Kurmanova Head of Central Asia Office 

64 Mr. Stuart Crane 
Coordinator SDG 6, Freshwater Unit, 

Ecosystem Division 

International Telecommunication Union 

65 Mr. Farid Nakhli 
Programme Coordinator, Regional Office for 

CIS 

UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 

66 Mr. Andrew Bower 
Program Officer, Regional Office for Europe 

and Central Asia 

UN Resident Coordinator Office (RCO) 

67 Ms. Michaela Friberg-Storey UN Resident Coordinator in Kazakhstan 

68 Ms. Sabine Machl UN Resident Coordinator in Georgia 

69 Mr. Geldi Myradov Data Management Officer, Turkmenistan 

70 Mr. Manuchehr Rakhmonov 
Partnership and Development Finance Officer, 

Tajikistan 

71 Mr. Marat Shashkenov Economist, Kazakhstan 
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72 Mr. Owais Parray Economist, Tajikistan 

73 Mr. Zarif Jumaev Economist, Uzbekistan 

UN Economic Commission for Europe 

74 Ms. Gulnara Roll 
Secretary to the Committee for Housing and 

Urban Development 

75 Mr. Talaibek Makeev 
Economic Affairs Officer, Environment 

Division 

UN Human Settlements Programme (UN - Habitat) 

76 Mr. Bruno Dercon Acting Regional Director, Asia-Pacific 

77 Ms. Olga Tsaplina Program Officer 

78 Mr. Ricardo Maroso Project Team Leader 

79 Mr. Matthew Nelms Affiliate 

UN Development Coordination Office 

80 Ms. Gwi Yeop Son Regional Director for Europe and Central Asia 

UN Development Programme  (UNDP) 

81 Ms. Irina Gukasova  Project Coordinator 

82 Ms. Mizuho Okimoto-Kaewtathip 

Regional Team Leader, Inclusive Growth and 

Prosperity Advisor, UNDP Bangkok Regional 

Hub 

UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) 

83 Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana 

Under-Secretary-General of the United 
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Nations Economic and Social Commission for 
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