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Older persons

People in vulnerable situations

Data at a glance

• The number of people aged 65 or older in Japan rose 

to a record high of 36.2 million (29% of the total 

population) in 2021.1

• 20% of them are living alone.

• Around 40% use electronic devices among those who 

are older than 70.2

More than half of 
over 70s in Japan 
face the risk of 
isolation 

Persons with physical disabilities: 4.36 million

Foreign people who would face a language barrier: More than 2 million

→ The government is encouraging local authorities to create an evacuation plan for 

each individual who needs special support. 

→ CSOs should be further involved in policy making.

https://www.stat.go.jp/data/jinsui/pdf/202202.pdf


Disaggregated data is 

important for 

improvement but is not 

made. 



- Forecast of disasters is 

changing due to climate 

change. Existing 

strategies are being 

renewed by many local 

authorities.

- Most of local 

committees who 

employed the strategies 

are lacking gender 

balance. Only 16% were 

women at the prefectural 

level in 2020. It is much 

worse at more local level.



Disasters would greatly set back progress 

of many other goals…

• It is forecast that a mega earthquake will hit the 

Tokyo Metropolitan Area in 30 years and another 

one broad areas of the western Japan in 40 

years. 

• There is a possibility that a large-scale flood hit 

big cities in the near future.

• It is often pointed out that prevention is much 

more cost-effective than relief. 

• Planning with the spirit of “No One Left Behind” 

is all the more indispensable.


