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Respected excellencies, distinguished delegates, and my dear colleagues. 
I am deeply honoured to be positioned here among all of you.  
 
Over the past few days, we have agreed that we need multilateralism to 
overcome the environmental crisis and regional cooperation to 
strengthen ourselves as this fight cannot be fought alone. Climate, 
biosphere externalities, and fine particulate matter suspended in the air 
do not respect national boundaries hence Regional collaboration and 
cooperation acts as a catalyst in environmental protection.  
I am hopeful that CED will be successful in maintaining solidarity. 
 
I am representing Children and Major Group to UNEP, so I would like to 
state some of the work done so far 

● Over the past years, the constituency has trained many young 
minds on the importance of environmental management and 
conservation.   

● We actively engaged to see the historic internationally legally 
binding agreement to end plastic pollution,  

● hosted a youth session on clean Air Partnership Forum highlighting 
the role of youth in to resolve air pollution. 

● Organized first-ever Asia Pacific Regional Youth Environment 
Forum, bringing over 1000 youths together from the region.  

● Successfully completed, AP Youth Consultation during Youth 
Environment Assembly. 

● Intervened in 9th AP Forum on Sustainable Development and 
connected further to key UN agencies working relevant to the 
environmental dimension of sustainable development, specifically 
on the roundtable discussion on SDG 15: Life on Land, as one of the 
SDGs in review for 2022. 

https://www.unescap.org/news/announcing-suwon-republic-korea-host-city-8th-asia-pacific-urban-forum-be-held-23-26-october
https://www.unescap.org/news/announcing-suwon-republic-korea-host-city-8th-asia-pacific-urban-forum-be-held-23-26-october


● Presented a policy paper in Stockholm+50 as a part of the youth 
task force.  

 
All these engagements have made us wiser and more concrete in 
decision-making. But we need more of us, in each of these rooms to 
make sure that not any decisions are made without us.   
Therefore, to be more substantial we have come up with a roadmap to 
explore the synergies of providing spaces for Asia-Pacific children and 
youth in relevant UN processes, providing capacities for children and 
youth to directly engage in the meetings and facilitate informal/formal 
discussions with decision-makers and other stakeholders . Enabling Asia-
Pacific youth groups, especially those who are working at the grassroots 
and on-ground level, to sustain their initiatives as well as upskilling their 
entrepreneurial minds through the Clean Air Action Fund For Youth. 
In this manner, it upholds the principle of “nothing about us, without us” 
in which the value of providing children and youth a table in high-level 
political discussions will encourage them to participate in the process. 
 
We have been providing a self-organised space where youth groups 
work across the pillars of policy advocacy, capacity building, knowledge 
and youth action. We are doing this in solidarity because we know that 
our goal is common. We are aware that what happens in one country 
does not remain there forever but it travels across borders and national 
boundaries. We are aware that developmental activities and conservation 
should go hand in hand.  
 
We cant solve air pollution alone without solving climate crisis, 
deforestation, poverty, gender imbalance and so on.  
The future vision for the air we share is that we invest in alternative 
energy, use innovation and modern technologies but also comply with  
indegenous aspects.  
Access to public data on air pollution, both air quality and energy use, 
urbanisation patterns and transport can help improve the understanding 
of patterns of air pollution and influence targeted plans.  
Simpler steps such as adding air monitoring devices, making cycling 
routes , opting to cleaner urban mobility, tracking emissions  goes a long 
way.  
 



While respected leaders make decisions at the table, youths' capacity 
should be used to take these subtle steps. Youths have been taking lead 
around the region with limited resources but with constant dedication. 
While we have the knowledge and the energy, I convoke for a support 
and meaningful engagement to move ahead simultaneously focusing on 
each problems and solving each of them within regions to subregions. 
We also encourage member states and development partners to look 
into the AP Youth Roadmap for Sustainability that will be activated up 
until 2024, in which the sixth session of the UN Environment Assembly 
will commence. 
 
I would like to end my speech by extending my sincere gratitude to 
UNESCAP, specifically, ms. Hitomi Rankine, Environmental Affairs 
Officer, Mr. Curt Garrigan, chief of sustainable urban development 
section and Mr. matthew Perkins, Economic Affairs Officer for giving us a 
space in this important event. This opportunity will be recognized and 
utilised properly to strengthen our relationship to move forward 
together. 
Thankyou. I am looking forward to a successful session ahead.  
 
 


