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Summary 

This document contains a tentative outline of the background document “Towards 

safe and inclusive transport and mobility” that will be developed into a full background 

paper for consideration of the ministerial conference. The proposed outline highlights the 

importance of developing safe and socially inclusive transport and mobility in the region. 

It identifies two priority themes road safety and inclusive transport and mobility.  

Members of ESCAP are invited to provide feedback and guidance on the proposed 

outline of the background document. 

 

 

I. Background 

 
1. The background document highlights the importance of planning for 

safe and socially inclusive transport systems in the region. It will discuss 

challenges, opportunities, initiatives, and policies that can enhance safety and 

inclusiveness of transport systems in the region. Elements of road safety, 

rural accessibility, barrier free access for differently abled and aged 

population, addressing gender issues in transport for users, operators, and 

policy makers, are some of the potential areas where the region need to focus 

attention. 

 

II. Road safety 

 

A. Global and regional mandates for road safety 

 
2. This section will provide information about global and regional 

mandates and initiatives for improving road safety. This will include the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development and the road safety related specific 

SDG targets 3.6 and 11.2, General Assembly Resolutions, the Stockholm 

Declaration, and the global plan of action for the Second Decade of Action 
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for Road Safety 2021-2030. The section will also include the discussion on 

ESCAP resolutions and the Bangkok declaration on sustainable urban 

transport. 

 

B. Status of road safety in the Asia-Pacific region 

 

3. This section will introduce the road safety challenges in the Asia-

Pacific region. This will include information on road crashes as an economic 

and a social development challenge. This section will also describe the status 

of road safety in the Asia-Pacific region. The importance of safety of 

vulnerable road users which comprise of pedestrians, bicyclists and 

motorized 2 and 3-wheelers will be demonstrated. The road fatalities as per 

the country income classification will be provided. Road fatality rates per 

100,000 vehicle population will be provided in addition to the road fatality 

rates per 100,000 population in the region. 

 

4. This section will also provide brief information about key road safety 

risk factors such as speeding, drink-driving, motor-cycle helmet use, car seat 

belt use and policies to address those risk factors. Some of the critical 

initiatives needed for improvement of road safety in the region could include: 

a) improving the quality of road crash and road safety performance data, b) 

safer infrastructure, c) safer vehicles, d) effective enforcement of road safety 

related laws, e) post-crash care f) land use planning for improving road safety, 

g) modal shift for improving road safety, and h) intelligent transport systems 

for road safety. 

 

C. Priority areas and actions to improve road safety in the region  

 

5. This section will include key points discussed in the previous sections 

and will draw priority actions needed to improve road safety. That could 

include: development of a regional plan of action for the 2nd Decade; 

formulating national road safety policies and strategies; advocating safe 

system approach; improving crash data; periodic assessment of progress; 

development of knowledge products, guidelines to address vulnerable road 

users; and advocating the utilization of smart transport systems to improve 

road safety.  

III. Social inclusion in transport 

 

A. Introduction 

 

6. Transport needs are different for various types of users such as 

students, workers, women, differently abled and aged population. The Asia-

Pacific population is ageing rapidly, and the region has an estimated 690 

million persons with disabilities. Addressing gender, planning for socially 

inclusive and barrier free transport systems is vital for socio-economic 

development. This section will briefly introduce gender and social issues in 

transport and elaborate why the social issues need to be prioritized. 

B. Challenges in addressing gender and social inclusion in transport 

 

7. This section will discuss some of the challenges such as lack of 

disaggregated gender data, limited opportunity to transport jobs for women, 

lack of knowledge to mainstream gender and issues of vulnerable transport 
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users. It will highlight the need to attract more female work force to transport 

in operations as well as in policy making and planning. It will discuss the 

issues of urban, rural-urban, and rural accessibility as well as barrier free 

access and universal accessibility. It will highlight the importance of 

transport to access health and education facilities and contribution to poverty 

reduction. It will discuss key attributes such as safety and security, 

affordability, and convenience that affect selection of a public transport mode 

by various users like women, differently abled and aged population. 

 

8. The section will also elaborate on how the transport systems of the 

region can make contributions towards the achievement of SDG 5 (gender 

equality), SDG 9 (resilient and inclusive infrastructure), SDG 10 (reduce 

inequalities) and SDG 11 (affordable, accessible, and sustainable transport 

systems). 

C. Policy options in addressing social inclusion and accessibility in 

transport 

 
9. This section will offer policy options in addressing the challenges related 

to social inclusion in the transport sector. It will also compile some of good 

and innovative practices of planning socially inclusive and accessible 

transport. It will point out the need for further work and research on designing 

gender sensitive transport policies, collection and utilization of gender 

sensitive transport data, engaging community in planning of accessible and 

inclusive transport system that can contribute to improving accessibility, 

gender, and social dimensions of transport.  
 

IV. Issues for consideration  
 

10. Based on the background paper, the section will seek further guidance 

from the Ministerial Conference on the inclusion of two priority areas (i) road 

safety and (ii) social inclusion in transport in the draft regional action 

programme for sustainable transport development in Asia and the Pacific 

(2022-2026).  

_________________ 


