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Towards environmentally sustainable transport systems and 

services  

Note by the secretariat 

Summary    

The present document contains a tentative outline of the background document 

“Environmentally sustainable transport systems and services” that will be developed into a 

full background paper for consideration of the ministerial conference. The proposed outline 

highlights the importance of environmentally sustainable transport systems and services 

with a focus on the issues of a) low-carbon mobility and b) urban transport. 

Members of ESCAP are invited to take note of the proposed outline and provide 

feedback and guidance on the proposed outline of the background document. 

 

 

I. Introduction 

 
1. The introduction will briefly discuss the needs for the Asia-Pacific 

region to accelerate low carbon transport actions and how such acceleration 

contributes to realizing the promise of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, focusing on SDGs 7, 8, 11,  13 and 14,  as well as  other global 

and regional mandates.   

 

II. The Asia-Pacific region: status and challenges 

 
A. Rising transport demand 

 

2. This section will explain how the Asia-Pacific region has seen a rapid 

increase in demand for transport, both passenger and freight, due to growth 

in population and economic development.  

 

3. Urban transport: This section will discuss the gradual yet 

significant increase of number of people living in urban area in this 

region and how it unavoidably results in significant increase in demand 
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for passenger mobility and transport services.  

 

4. Freight transport: This section will focus on the rise in 

international trade that results in an increase of the derived demand for 

freight transport.  

 
B. Energy consumption, emissions, and air pollutions from transport sector 

 

5. This section will elaborate on how the transport sector continues 

to be a leading contributor to greenhouse gas emissions, pollution, and 

a major consumer of fossil fuels. The section will also discuss the 

potential contribution of transport to the goal of the Paris Agreement. 

 
C. COVID-19 and its environment externalities  

 

6. This section will discuss how COVID-19 lockdown causes 

unprecedent drop in CO2 and other emissions and how emissions from 

transport account for one of the largest shares of that decrease. The 

discussion of this section will lead to the focus of the next section on 

the various options to keep the momentum going.  

 

III. Building back better and accelerating low carbon transport 

actions in the Asia and the Pacific:  

 

7. This section will highlight measures and interventions in focus 

areas that can contribute to preventing a permanent rebounding of 

transport sector’s emissions to the pre-COVID-19 level as well as drive 

the Asia and the Pacific region towards low carbon transport 

communities. 

A. Decarbonizing regional supply chain 

8. This section discusses how to leverage the existing networks, 

including the Asian Highway Network, Trans-Asian Railway Network, 

Dry ports of international importance and maritime and integrated 

transport connectivity between port and hinterland, to decarbonize 

transport operations. The section will also discuss decarbonization of 

freight operations and promotion of rail and waterborne transport, 

including resilient maritime transport, and environmentally sustainable 

logistics services. 

B. Accelerating low carbon mobility 

9. Integrated urban transport development: This section will 

highlight the importance of integrated urban transport planning and 

priority actions that can be taken to make urban transport more 

environmentally sustainable.  

 

10. Electric mobility: This section will discuss how the transition 

towards electric mobility could contribute to achieve emissions 
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reductions at the scale necessary to decarbonize transport. The section 

will also highlight ESCAP’s on-going activities in this area.  

 

11. Active mobility and non-motorized transport: This section 

will invite transport and city planners to rethink the forms of city and 

mobility planning and describe the benefits of active mobility and non-

motorized transport as the alternative healthy, sustainable and low-

carbon options for emerging small and medium-sized cities in the 

region. 

C. Leveraging from advance technology 

12. Wider deployment of sustainable smart transport systems: 

This section will highlight the roles of smart transport systems in 

reducing emissions from transport, provide examples on how some 

ESCAP member countries utilize its advantages in mitigating 

greenhouse gas emissions in their nationally determined contributions 

(NDCs) and priority actions that can be taken. 

 

13. Emerging technologies: This section will introduce various 

emerging technologies that can improve energy efficiency of and 

emissions reductions from transport sector including connected and 

autonomous vehicles. 

 

IV. Issues for consideration 

 

14. Based on the background paper, the section will seek further 

guidance from the Ministerial Conference on the inclusion of two 

priority areas (i) Low-carbon mobility and (ii) Urban Transport in the 

draft regional action programme for sustainable transport development 

in Asia and the Pacific (2022-2026).  

 


