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Summary    

The present document contains a tentative outline of the background document 

“Efficient and resilient transport and logistics network and mobility” that will be developed 

into a full background paper for consideration of the ministerial conference. The proposed 

outline highlights the importance of efficient and resilient transport and logistics network 

and mobility with a focus on the issues of a) regional land transport connectivity and 

logistics and b) maritime and interregional transport connectivity. 

 Members of ESCAP are invited to take note of the proposed outline and provide 

feedback and guidance on the proposed outline of the background document. 

 

I. Introduction 

 
1. The introduction will elaborate on the link between efficient and 

resilient transport and logistics network and mobility and the implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and, notably, Sustainable 

Development Goals 1, 2, 9, 10, 11 and 13. 

 

II. Efficiency and resilience challenges in connecting to regional and 

global supply chains  

 
2. This section will focus on the impact of transport connectivity on the 

efficiency and resilience of supply chain operations.  

 

3. It will offer an overall assessment of the regional transport 

connectivity and logistics, acknowledging the persisting connectivity gaps 

and underlining the situation of the countries with special needs. The case of 

the COVID-19 pandemic will be used to draw the lessons learned on 

eliminating inefficiencies and enhancing resilience to future shocks.    
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4. Against this background, the document will discuss the specific 

achievements and challenges in transport connectivity with due consideration 

for the situation of the countries with special needs. It will discuss among 

others: 

• Efforts to advance regional and interregional transport connectivity, 

notably with regard to the Asian  Highway network, the  Trans-Asian  

Railway network, maritime ports and networks and intermodal 

corridors involving dry ports 

• Harmonization of technical standards, improvement of legal 

frameworks, accelerated digitization and electronic data exchange, 

and other relevant measures, including the continuation of  the 

exchange of best practices that provide for growth of regional 

connectivity 

• Progress in enhancing Euro-Asian transport connectivity, including 

multimodal transport as well as solutions in the field of logistics. 

• State of the regional maritime connectivity and port development. 

 

III. Exploring opportunities for more efficient and resilient transport 

connectivity in Asia and the Pacific 
 

6. Building on the previous considerations, this section will elaborate on 

the proposed outcomes for RAP 2022-2026 in the connectivity areas 

tentatively grouped along two main thematic areas: a) regional land transport 

connectivity and logistics and b) maritime and interregional transport 

connectivity. 

 
A. Regional land transport connectivity and logistics 

 

7. This section will discuss the ways forward to enhance the existing 

regional land transport and connectivity networks, including through:   

• Upgrades and extensions to the Asian Highway and Trans-Asian 

Railway networks, as well as dry ports of international importance 

• Promoting best practices and regional approaches to enhancing the 

operational connectivity, including during disruptive events, along 

the regional land transport network 

• Helping countries increase their use of new and emerging 

technologies and/or regional frameworks and other instruments on 

smart freight and digitalization 

• Supporting the development of land and intermodal transport 

corridors and multimodal transport operations. 

 

B. Maritime and interregional transport connectivity 

 

8. This section will discuss the ways forward to advance the issues 

related to maritime and Euro-Asian transport connectivity in a cost-effective 

manner, and with due involvement of wide range of stakeholders from 

government, the private sector and the scientific community. The following 

elements will be presented: 
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• Supporting systematic and regular exchange of best practices and 

experiences on the issues and priorities for sustainable maritime 

connectivity for Asia and the Pacific 

• Assisting member countries with the implementation of smart port 

reforms and support the digitalization of port and maritime transport 

• Facilitating regular inter-regional multi-stakeholder forum for 

sustainable transport connectivity between Europe and Asia. 

 

IV. Issues for consideration  
 

25. Based on the background paper, the section will seek further guidance 

from the Ministerial Conference on the inclusion of two priority areas (a) 

Regional land transport connectivity and logistics and b) Maritime and 

interregional transport connectivity in the draft regional action programme 

for sustainable transport development in Asia and the Pacific (2022-2026). 

 

_________________ 

 


