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Asia-Pacific is facing an environmental crisis
Our common environment is the foundation of our existence and a pre-requisite to the functioning of human 
societies and economies. It transcends frontiers and many of its challenges are intrinsically linked. Managing these 
challenges sustainably requires concerted and integrated action.

Climate

• Increasing frequency of extreme 
weather events including flood, heat 
waves and droughts

• Rising sea levels
• Biodiversity and habitat loss
• Food and water insecurity
• Ocean acidification
• Risks to cities and settlements, 

including coastal communities and SIDs
• Increasing frequency of vector-borne 

and water-borne diseases

Pollution

• Increases in air pollution
• Increased amounts of solid waste and 

plastic pollution and bioaccumulation 
of microplastic in water bodies, 
including the ocean

• Increased water quality pressures 
including untreated wastewater

• Hazardous waste
• Chemical pollution and 

eutrophication including from 
agriculture

Shared ecosystems

• Ecosystem degradation, including 
biodiversity and habitat loss

• Continued deforestation
• Overexploitation of natural resources, 

including overfishing
• Pressure on coastal ecosystems
• Increased frequencies of zoonotic 

deseases



Lack of progress on GHG mitigation

Regional GHG emission trajectories

• Current conditional and unconditional NDC
commitments and regional GHG emissions trajectories
are projected to result in an estimated GHG emissions
of 29.5 GtCO2e in 2030, representing a 34 % growth
from the 2010 levels.

• Many countries have not reached their potential in
their commitments for GHG emissions reductions.

• However, some countries have pledged to take some
encouraging steps regarding coal power: 40 countries
have committed to ending all investment in new coal
power generation domestically and internationally.

Climate



Unsustainable economic growth patterns

The increase in resource use has been associated with a rise in
pollution across the region, directly affecting human health,
biodiversity, marine ecosystems, and putting into question the
sustainability of economic growth.

Unsustainable economic growth
The singular focus on economic growth coupled with
inefficient resource use has led to a large material footprint
and weak waste recovery in Asia-Pacific .

Perverse subsidies

Governments continue to offer taxes and subsidies that
promote unsustainable economic growth. Currently, at the
global level, countries provide more than $500 billion
annually in subsidies that are potentially harmful to nature,
including fossil fuel subsidies.

Pollution

Resource use and CO2 emissions grow at a faster 
pace than GDP expansion

ESCAP, Social and Economic Survey, 2020



Declining ecosystem services

Deforestation
Between 2000 and 2015, approximately 135,333 square kilometers of
natural forest area was lost in the region for agricultural purposes,
accounting for 10.6 % of the world’s total natural forest loss.

Resource-intensive growth
Changes in land and sea use represent 43 % of all threats to ecosystems
and biodiversity in the region. The overexploitation of resources, pollution
and climate change also contribute to environmental degradation.

Ocean and marine ecosystems
Unsustainable exploitation of marine resources have resulted in the
disappearance of over 40 % of coral reefs, and about 60 per cent of the
coastal mangroves in Asia-Pacific have been cleared for development.

Biodiversity and ecosystem loss
There has been no progress across the region since 2015 in protecting
and restoring terrestrial ecosystems and conserving biodiversity as
demonstrated by the continuous decline in biodiversity intactness.

Biodiversity and ecosystem conditions are declining across the Asia-Pacific region – but with differences across 
ecosystems and sub-regions.

Biodiversity Intactness Index (WWF, 2020)

Shared ecosystem



Opportunities for protecting our common environment in Asia and the 
Pacific through regional cooperation and solidarity 

Ø Solving environmental issues in Asia and the Pacific requires regional 
collaboration and solidarity. Many of the environmental resources are 
shared and the benefits gained from the conservation and sustainable use 
of biodiversity and ecosystems have impacts beyond borders and the 
drivers for their degradation in many cases regional or global ones. 

Ø The 7th session of the Committee on Environment and Development is 
proposed to be organized on the theme of “Protecting our Planet through 
Regional Cooperation and Solidarity in Asia and the Pacific”. 

Ø A strengthened regional cooperation is imperative to protect our common 
environment. Such collaboration should be based on effective international 
environmental governance and multilateral processes, as well as 
coordinated and complementary actions for addressing climate change, loss 
of biodiversity and ecosystem degradation, as well as pollution and waste.

Regional cooperation



Opportunities for protecting our common environment in Asia 
and the Pacific through regional cooperation and solidarity 

Raising climate ambition
Raising climate ambition by focusing on
developing more ambitious emissions-
cutting commitments and targets, as 
well as on phase-down of unabated 
coal and inefficient fossil fuel subsidies.

Action on air pollution
Increasing collaborative action on air pollution 
through supporting the establishment and 
implementation of national legislation as well 
as reaching mutual agreements.

Enhancing access rights
Exploring opportunities to 
collaborate on enhancing rights-
based approaches to facilitate access 
to remedies, information, and public 
participation in decision-making.

Protecting the ocean
Strengthening sustainable management of the 
ocean and marine ecosystems through supporting 
and undertaking actions aligned with the 
objectives of the UN Decade of Ocean Science for 
Sustainable Development (2021-2030).

Scaling up local and sub-national action
Scaling up local and subnational actions, 
including efforts to integrate local climate actions 
in national strategies, deployment of smart city 
technologies, building resilient infrastructure and 
adoption of nature-based solutions can minimize 
the impact of urbanization on the environment.

Strengthening regional platforms
To support transitions towards integrated 
environmental action, existing regional multi-
stakeholder platforms for discussing, prioritizing 
and supporting action on environment and 
development could be strengthened.

Guided by the declaration adopted at the Seventh Session of the Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and 
the Pacific, which resolved inter alia, to address the harmful effects of climate change including the adverse effects of air pollutants, 
environmental degradation, as well as unsustainable consumption and production, regional cooperation and solidarity to protect our 
common environment could include :



Issues for consideration

In view of the challenges and opportunities outlined, 
participants may wish to :

Provide further guidance on the proposed theme
and substantive deliberations of the 7th session of
the Committee on Environment and Development at
Ministerial level.

Review the existing ESCAP mandates on the topics in
view of development of a draft Ministerial
Declaration as an outcome of the 7th session of the
Committee on Environment and Development at
Ministerial level.
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