


2023 will be the 7th in a series of annual publications

Special thanks to the following United Nations partners

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is the 7th in our series of annual SDG progress reports which ESCAP has produced since the adoption of the SDG agenda in 2015.This year ESCAP has partnered with seven other UN agencies in the region to produce this report,  as you heard in the ES’ opening remarks, and you can see these shown on the screen. 



• At the midpoint, the region made less than 15% of the necessary progress.

• Asia-Pacific recorded strongest progress in affordable and clean energy (Goal 7) and 

industry, innovation and infrastructure (Goal 9). 

• Significant efforts are required to assist countries in special situations to achieve the SDGs, 

especially on climate action (Goal 13). 

• 70% of the pace leaders in Asia-Pacific are countries in special situations.

• To bridge the data gaps, poor and rich countries alike must demonstrate their commitments 

to SDG monitoring, in particular for Goals 5 and 16. 

Key messages
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Presentation Notes
Let me first start with the key findings from the reportWe are now at the midpoint of the 2030 agenda and whilst we can see progress is being made,  with less than 15% progress this is too slow to achieve the SDGs by 2030We see the strongest progress being made on Goal 7 affordable and clean energy and Goal 9 on industry, innovation and infrastructure .But progress is still too slow. Significant efforts are still needed, especially for countries in special situations to achieve the SDGs and for all countries more work is needed for Goal 13 on climate action. This year we have looked at which countries are pace leaders – that is those countries which are performing above the regional average on at least one goal. From this analysis we see that 70% of the pace leaders for Asia and Pacific are countries in special situations. However, we also see that many of these countries were starting from a very low base which means although their pace is above the regional average, there is still much more that needs to be done. We continue to see an increase in the availability of the data to monitor the SDGS but what we also see is that it is poor and rich countries alike that need to do more on SDG monitoring, especially for Goal 5 on gender equality and Goal 16 on Peace, Justice and Strong institutions.   

https://data.unescap.org/


The average progress towards achieving all SDGs has 
increased slowly from 4.4% in 2017 to 14.4% in 2022.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Lets move now to looking at how we are doing as a region If we look at overall progress towards achieving all 17 of the SDGs we see that in 2017 the region had made only 4.4% of the progress needed.In 2022 this increased to 14.4% of the needed progress but the rate of progress is slowing down.Indeed based on this current rate we should expect to achieve the SDGs in another 42 years.

https://data.unescap.org/


2015 2022 TARGET 
2030

1 No poverty
2 Zero Hunger

3 Good health and well-being
4 Quality education
5 Gender equality
6 Clean water and sanitation
7 Affordable and clean energy
8 Decent work and economic growth
9 Industry, innovation and infrastructure
10 Reduced inequalities
11 Sustainable cities and communities
12 Responsible consumption and production
13 Climate action
14 Life below water
15 Life on land
16 Peace, justice and strong institutions
17 Partnerships for the Goals

Regression Insufficient indicatorsProgress Evidence strength

Progress in 
Asia-Pacific 
2022 

SDGs 7 & 9 made the greatest progress. 
SDG 13 is regressing.
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Now let us look at each of the 17 GoalsTo be on track the bars should at least reach the 2022 line on this chartWe can see very clearly that we are not on track to achieve any of the 17 goals by 2030Similarly to last year we see good progress on Goal 7 , affordable and clean energy and goal 9 industry, innovation and infrastructure. But for the other goals progress is too slow or stagnant including for Goal 13 on climate action where the region is moving in the wrong direction. 

https://data.unescap.org/


Asia-Pacific will miss 90% of the 118 measurable targets by 2030
GOAL 13

13.1 Resilience & adaptive capacity
13.2 Climate change policies
13.3 Climate change awareness
13.a UNFCCC commitments
13.b Climate change planning & mgnt.

GOAL 11
11.1 Housing & basic services
11.6 Urban air quality & waste mgmt.
11.2 Public transport systems
11.b Disaster risk management policies
11.5 Resilience to disasters
11.3 Sustainable urbanisation
11.4 Cultural & natural heritage
11.7 Urban green & public spaces
11.a Urban planning
11.c Sustainable & resilient buildings

GOAL 12
12.4 Managing chemicals & wastes
12.5 Reduction in waste generation
12.6 Corporate sustainable practices
12.a Support for R&D capacity for SD
12.2 Sustainable use of natural resources
12.b Sustainable tourism monitoring
12.c Fossil-fuel subsidies
12.1 Programmes on SCP
12.3 Food waste and losses
12.7 Public procurement practices
12.8 Sustainable development awareness

GOAL 14
14.1 Marine pollution
14.5 Conservation of coastal areas
14.6 Fisheries subsidies
14.b Small-scale artisanal fishing
14.7 Marine resources for SIDS & LDCs
14.2 Marine & coastal ecosystems
14.3 Ocean acidification
14.4 Sustainable fishing
14.a Research capacity & marine tech.
14.c Implementing UNCLOS

15.a Resources for biodiversity & ecosys.
15.b Resources for forest management
15.1 Terrestrial & freshwater ecosys. 
15.2 Sustainable forest management
15.4 Conservation of mountain ecosys.
15.8 Invasive alien species
15.5 Loss of biodiversity
15.3 Desertification and land degradation
15.6 Utilisation of genetic resource
15.7 Protected species trafficking
15.9 Biodiversity in national & local planning
15.c Protected species trafficking (global)

GOAL 15

GOAL 16
16.1 Reduction violence & related deaths
16.6 Effective institutions
16.3 Justice for all
16.5 Corruption and bribery
16.7 Inclusive decision-making
16.2 Human trafficking
16.b Non-discriminatory laws
16.4 Illicit financial & arms flows
16.8 Inclusive global governance
16.9 Legal identity
16.10 Public access to information
16.a Capacity to prevent violence

1.1 International poverty
1.2 National poverty
1.3 Social protection
1.4 Access to basic services
1.5 Resilience to disasters
1.a Resources for poverty programs
1.b Poverty eradication policies

GOAL 1

2.2 Malnutrition
2.3 Small-scale food producers
2.4 Sustainable agriculture
2.5 Genetic resources for agriculture
2.a Investment in agriculture
2.1 Undernourishment & food security
2.b Agricultural export subsidies
2.c Food price anomalies

GOAL 2

4.1 Effective learning outcomes
4.2 Early childhood development
4.3 TVET & tertiary education
4.4 Skills for employment
4.6 Adult literacy & numeracy
4.a Education facilities
4.b Scholarships
4.c Qualified teachers
4.5 Equal access to education
4.7 Sustainable development education

GOAL 4

5.1 Discrimination against women & girls
5.5 Women in leadership
5.2 Violence against women & girls
5.3 Early marriage
5.4 Unpaid care & domestic work
5.6 Reproductive health access & rights
5.a Equal economic rights
5.b Technology for women empowerment
5.c Gender equality policies

GOAL 5

GOAL 6
6.1 Safe drinking water
6.2 Access to sanitation & hygiene
6.4 Water-use efficiency
6.5 Transboundary water cooperation
6.a Int. cooperation on water & sanitation
6.6 Water-related ecosystems
6.b Participatory water & sanitation mgmt.
6.3 Water quality3.1 Maternal mortality

3.2 Child mortality 
3.3 Communicable diseases
3.4 NCD & mental health
3.6 Road traffic accidents
3.7 Sexual & reproductive health
3.9 Health impact of pollution
3.a Tobacco control
3.b R&D for health
3.c Health financing & workforce
3.d Management of health risks
3.5 Substance abuse
3.8 Universal health coverage

GOAL 3

GOAL 7
7.a Int. cooperation on energy
7.1 Access to energy services
7.3 Energy efficiency
7.b Investing in energy infrastructure
7.2 Share of renewable energy

8.1 Per capital economic growth
8.2 Economic productivity & innovation
8.3 Formalisation of SMEs
8.6 Youth NEET
8.8 Labour rights & safe working env.
8.10 Access to financial services
8.a Aid for trade
8.b Strategy for youth employment
8.4 Material resource efficiency
8.5 Fully employment & decent work
8.7 Child & forced labour
8.9 Sustainable tourism

GOAL 8

GOAL 9
9.a Resilient infrastructure
9.c Access to ICT & internet
9.1 Infrastructure development
9.2 Sustainable/inclusive industrialisation
9.3 Small-scaled industry access to finance
9.4 Sustainable & clean industries
9.5 Research and development
9.b Domestic technology development

10.a Special & differential treatment (WTO)
10.2 Inclusion (socio-economic, political)
10.4 Fiscal & social protection policies
10.7 Safe migration & mobility
10.b Resource flows for development
10.c Remittance costs
10.1 Income growth (bottom 40%)
10.3 Eliminate discrimination
10.5 Regulation of financial markets
10.6 Inclusive global governance

GOAL 10

GOAL 17
17.1 Tax & other revenue collection
17.3 Additional financial resources
17.6 Science & tech int. cooperation
17.8 Capacity building for ICT
17.9 Capacity building for SDGs
17.10 Multilateral trading system (WTO)
17.11 Exports of developing countries
17.12 Duty-free market access for LDCs
17.17 Partnerships (public private CSO)
17.18 National statistics availability
17.19 Statistical capacity
17.4 Debt sustainability
17.15 Respect country's policy space
17.2 ODA commitment by dev. countries
17.5 Investment promotion for LDCs
17.7   Transfer of technologies
17.13 Global macroeconomic stability
17.14 Policy coherence for SD
17.16 Global partnership for SD

MAINTAIN progress to achieve target

ACCELERATE progress to achieve target

REVERSE trend to achieve target

CANNOT be measured

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now if we move to the target level . Of the 169 targets 118 of those are measurable but in 90% of these we will miss the target by 2030. Indeed based on the current levels of progress we can see 13 of the targets in green are the only ones which will be achieved by 2030 The majority of targets are shown in amber and those are the ones where we need to accelerate progress to meet the targets. The targets where we need a complete reversal are the 21 targets shown in RED. Whilst the availability of data continues to improve there are still many targets shown in grey which cannot be measured. Indeed Goals 5 , 14 and 16 have less than 30% of the needed data to monitor them

https://data.unescap.org/


Progress in Countries in Special Situations

Targeted assistance is needed for these countries to 
achieve the SDGs, especially on climate action (Goal 13).

Least Developed Countries Landlocked Developing Countries Small Island Developing States

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What we also see is that progress is uneven This is particularly the case when we look at countries in special situations – that is the least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing states. We can see here how for these there are more goals where a complete reversal in trend is needed – in all three sets of countries this is the case for climate actionAnd in small island developing states they also need to reverse the trend for responsible consumption and production (goal 12) and for clean water and sanitation Goal 6.  

https://data.unescap.org/


COVID-19 impacted People: poverty, food prices, health

Georgia and Kyrgyzstan recorded an increase 
in poverty rates. 

The countries with the highest food price 
anomalies as of 2020 were Australia, 
Pakistan, and Bhutan.

Percentage of population living in poverty in Asian countries with recent data, 2015 - 2020 Food price anomalies and index, top 10 Asia-Pacific countries, 2019 and 2020 

1.3 1.2
0.9

1.4
1.1

0.4

3.7 3.8

5
4.5

3.8
4.2

5.8

5.2

4.5

3.6

2.7
2.3

1.8

1 1.1
0.6 0.6

1.1

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Armenia Georgia Indonesia Kyrgyzstan

-0.1

0.5

1.2

1.9

1.9

2.7

Bhutan

Pakistan

Australia

2020 2019

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Moving on lets look at the impact of Covid-19Prior to the pandemic the region was not on track to achieve any of the SDGs by 2030 but the pandemic and other global challenges are further hampering progress.Whilst we do not yet have comprehensive data on the impact of Covid 19 we can see that in half of the countries which have recent data on poverty – their rates of poverty have increased. Indeed in Georgia and Kyrgyzstan we see an increase in poverty rates. We also see increases in food prices. On this chart we can see Australia, Pakistan and Bhutan are experiencing the highest food price anomalies, based on 2020 data. 

https://data.unescap.org/


Although the amount of renewable 
electricity per capita steadily increased 
between 2019 and 2021, the rate of 
growth reduced from 14% in 2020 to 10% 
in 2021.

COVID-19 impacted Planet: renewable energy, waste
Despite assumptions that COVID-19 lockdowns had a positive impact on the environment, 

available data cast this into doubt.
Total renewable electricity capacity, (kilowatts per capita), Asia-Pacific region and subregions, 
2019-2021

Beach litter originating from national 
land-based sources that washes ashore 
from the ocean increased from 3.36 mil 
tons in 2019 to 3.92 mil tons in 2021.
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We also know that Covid – 19 has had an impact on the planetWe might have expected that with widespread Covid 19 lockdowns there would be a positive impact on the environment but from this data we can see whilst the amount of renewable electricity per capita steadily increased between 2019 and 2021, the rate of growth reduced from 14% in 2020 to 10% in 2021.We also see other negative impacts on the planet such as an increase in beach litter which has gone up from 3.36m tons in 2019 to 3.92 m tonnes in 2021. 

https://data.unescap.org/


COVID-19 impacted Prosperity: employment, productivity
Asia-Pacific recorded a decrease in the 
growth rate of real GDP per employed 
person from 3.6 per cent in 2019 to 1.3 per 
cent in 2020.

Unemployment rates have increased from 2019 
to 2020 in the Pacific, South-East Asia and North 
and Central Asia.

Percentage of unemployment and youth unemployment, Asia-Pacific subregions, 2019 and 2020 Percentage change in output per worker, Asia-Pacific and subregions, 2015 - 2020
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Covid -19 has also had an impact on employment and productivity. Unemployment rates increased between 2019 and 2020 in the Pacific, South-East Asia and North and Central AsiaAnd we have also see a decrease in the growth rate of real GDP per employed person which has gone down from 3.6% in 2019 to just 1.3% in 2020Indeed we have seen decreases in real GDP across all regions in Asia and the Pacific

https://data.unescap.org/


Regional pace leaders

Half of the Asia Pacific countries are outperforming 
average regional pace of progress on some goals

National SDG Trends: https://data.unescap.org/data-analysis/country-sdg-profiles
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This year for the first time we are also looking at progress at country level. We have new resources on the SDG gateway where countries can see their national SDG trends and compare these with the regional average. In this chart we have identified the top 5 countries which are outperforming the average regional pace of progress. Across the 17 goals we see that most countries are outperforming the regional average in at least one of the goals. This means that in every country there are some areas of good performance and there are clear lessons which can be learnt across all countries. The exception is for goals 5 on gender equality and goal 13 climate action where there are no countries outperforming the average regional pace of progress

https://data.unescap.org/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdata.unescap.org%2Fdata-analysis%2Fcountry-sdg-profiles&data=05%7C01%7Cpatricia.wong%40un.org%7Cb856f5479b6e481308e208db251faecd%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638144590291703619%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HuctvEUck2xPMwBO2bOgnYEzwv8uENnvRRSC3nd%2BzuM%3D&reserved=0


Countries in the spotlight

• National Strategy for Food Security in 
Cambodia reduced childhood stunting

• The Clean Air Plan uses data to plan 
for emissions reduction.

• With targeted interventions, child 
marriage rate has decreased

Cambodia India

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the report this year we have also included some more detail on some specific country policies where data is being used to make a positive difference to peoples lives. In Cambodia  they have been implementing a National Strategy for Food Security which has helped them to reduce stunting among children under the age of 5 from 34% in 2014 to 22% in 2021.Cambodia also launched a Clean Air Plan, in 2022, where data is being used to increase the understanding of the problem and to provide evidence to formulate policies and actions which will address the major sources of emissions .In India we see how data has been used to systematically review interventions aimed at reducing child marriage and how by using that inforamtion they have been able to better target interventions, which has helped to decrease the child marriage rate  from approximately 50% in 2000 to 25% in 2015.

https://data.unescap.org/


Countries in the spotlight

• Nearly a million biometric smart 
identity cards were issued to the 
Afghan refugee population

• Upskilling of midwifery faculty 
increased skilled birth attendance

• Targeted initiatives to improve rate of 
safe births

• Remittance inflows increased as 
country recognised its importance

Pakistan Timor-Leste

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In Pakistan with a big investment in upskilling midwives they have increased the percentage of skilled birth attendance to 69% which is benefiting both mothers and babies. In Pakistan they have also been implement a Document Renewal and Information Verification Exercise (DRIVE) for Afghan refugees which is providing important information on what assistance is needed and is helping them to design the most appropriate programmes for this group. In Timor – Leste the UN has supported training of 142 healthcare workers since 2018 which is helping to improve the rate of safe births.Also in Timor-Leste they have developed a National Diaspora Engagement Policy and Action Plan 2023-2027 which recognizes the important contribution of remittances to development and is helping them to make better use of these these flows  as a developmental priority that contributes to sustainable development and again which is helping to improve peoples lives. 

https://data.unescap.org/


SDG data availability in Asia and the Pacific region

Between 2017 and 2022, the number of indicators 
with sufficient data doubled.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Whilst we have seen a big improvement in the availability of SDG data indeed between 2017 and 2022 the number of indicators with sufficient data has doubled but as you can see her the momentum on increasing data availability continues to slow down and data remain insufficient for 51 of the 169 targets. 



Resources to bridge the data gaps in SDGs 5 & 16
Administrative 

records

• Crime and homicide
• Gender-related 

killings
• Illicit financial flows
• Trafficking in persons
• Women’s 

participation in 
political and public 
affairs

Surveys

• Corruption
• SDG 16 survey
• Victimization

Capacity building

• Centre of excellence 
for statistics

• Statistical Institute 
for Asia and the 
Pacific

• Integrated database 
for cases on 
trafficking in persons 
in Indonesia

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
United Nations partners have developed many methods and tools to improve SDG monitoring which will help to fill some of these gaps.  These include resources on how to make better use of existing administrative records as well as resources for specific surveys such as ones on corruption and victimizationThere are also a range of capacity building resources includingThe centre of excellence for statistics on crime and criminal justice in Asia and the PacificThe Statistical Institute for Asia and the PacificAnd in Indonesia an integrated database for managing case data for traficking in persons which is helping them to build profiles of victims and perpetrators. This information is being used to design better targeted interventions.Here you can see a few of these resources but you can find more information on all of these in our full publication 

https://data.unescap.org/


Explore the interactive summary and highlights

Interactive summary: https://data.unescap.org/data-analysis/sdg-progress-report-2023
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Presentation Notes
This year we have also added a new interactive publication which we hope you will find really useful We also have country level progress assessments included on our website for the first time which will enable you to look a the data in more detail at the indicator level. 

https://data.unescap.org/





THANK YOU
Access full report: 
https://bit.ly/AP-SDG-Report2023

Contact us: stat.unescap@un.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our report is available on line and you can click this QR code or you can go to the ESCAP websiteThank you for listening and thank you to my whole team and to our partners who have put this report together.  Thank you. 

https://bit.ly/AP-SDG-Report2023
mailto:stat.unescap@un.org
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