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Outcome Report  

Fifth Session of the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway  

Steering Committee 
25 November 2021, Virtual meeting  

 

1. The Fifth Session of the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Committee (AP-IS 

SC-5) was held on 25 November 2021. The programme of the session is attached at the 

end of this document (Annex 2). 

 

2. The AP-IS SC-5 was  attended by 100 ICT government officials from 29 member States, 

namely Armenia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, Fiji, Georgia, India, Islamic 

Republic of Iran, Japan, Kazakhstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Maldives, 

Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Samoa, Sri 

Lanka, Tajikistan, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Turkey, Tuvalu, United States of 

America, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam. The list of registered participants is attached at 

the end of this document (Annex 1). 

 

3. The members of the Steering Committee unanimously agreed on the following bureau 

composition:  

 

• Chair: H.E. Mr. Meas Po, Under Secretary of State, Ministry of Posts and 

Telecommunications, Cambodia. 

 

• Vice-Chairs: (1). Mr. Talatalaga Mata’u Matafeo, Chief Executive Officer, 
Ministry of Communications and Information Technology, Samoa; (2). Mr. 
Joao Freitas, President/CEO, Timor-Leste National Communication 
Authority, Timor-Leste; (3). Mr. Jigme Tenzing, Director, Department of 
Information Technology and Telecom, Ministry of Information and 
Communications, Bhutan; (4). Mr. Alvin Navarro, Assistant Secretary for 
Digital Capability and Transformation, Department of Information and 
Communications Technology, Philippines. 

 

4. The Secretariat briefed members of the Steering Committee of the progress and plan 

of key programmes and activities, including the implementation of the First AP-IS 

Master Plan 2019-2022, the final draft AP-IS Action Plan 2022-2026, and the revised 
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draft of the Terms of Reference of the Steering Committee for review and adoption in 

the framework of the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway.  

 

5. The AP-IS Steering Committee discussed and agreed on the following: 

 

a) Adopted the AP-IS Action Plan 2022-2026 and submit the adopted document for 

endorsement of the Committee on Information and Communications Technology, 

Science, Technology and Innovation, to be held in 2022.  

b) Requested the Secretariat to organize an informal AP-IS Working Group Bureau 

meeting, on 15 December 2021, to finalize the Terms of Reference on AP-IS 

Working Groups of the Steering Committee, including the composition of the AP-

IS Working Group Bureau.  

c) Adopted the revised Terms of Reference regarding the provisional Bureau of the 

AP-IS Working Groups (WG) at the Informal Session of AP-IS Steering Committee 

on 15 December 2021.  The provisional Bureau of the AP-IS Working Groups is as 

listed in Table 1. 

 

Table 1: Provisional Bureau of the AP-IS Working Groups (WG) 

 Working Group 1  

(Connectivity for All) 

Working Group 2  

(Digital Technologies and 

Applications) 

Working Group 3  

(Digital Data) 

Chair  Armenia  
United States of 

America 

India Republic of Korea 

Vice 

Chair 

Kazakhstan 

Maldives 

Sri Lanka  

Armenia 

Russian Federation   

Armenia 
Sri Lanka 

 

d) Requested the Secretariat to circulate the adopted AP-IS Action Plan 2022-2026, to 

the AP-IS Steering Committee for information. 

e) Requested the Secretariat to support member States expeditiously, starting from 

January 2022 in the implementation of the adopted actions through analytical 

research, regional/national policy dialogues, capacity-building programmes, and 

the facilitation of information sharing.  

f) Requested the Secretariat to collect information on planned events and activities 

of member States for the year 2022 and share it with members of the AP-IS Steering 

Committee.  
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g) Requested the Secretariat to support planned events and activities of member 

States by mobilizing the participation of resource persons. 
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Annex 1 

 List of Online registered participants (Draft) 

Members 

Armenia 

Mr. Hayk Aslanyan, Adviser to the Minister, Ministry of High-Tech Industry 

Mr. Vahan Hovsepyan, Member of the Internet Governance Council of the Republic of 
Armenia, Ministry of High-Tech Industry of the Republic of Armenia 

Mr. Arshak Kerobyan, Head of Digitization Department, Ministry of High-Tech Industry 
of the Republic of Armenia 

Mr. Arevhat Poghosyan, Head of Road Policy Division, Road Area Policy Department, 
Ministry of Territorial Administration and Infrastructure 

Mr. Harutyun Sedrakyan, Head of Division, Road Policy Department, Ministry of 
Territorial Administration and Infrastructure 

Ms. Mariam Torosyan, Chief Specialist, Digitalization Department, Ministry of High-
Tech Industry 

Mr. Erik Hovsepyan, Chief Specialist of International Cooperation, International 
Cooperation Department, Ministry of High-Tech Industry of the Republic of Armenia 

Ms. Sona Juharyan, Engineer, Transportation Department, Ministry of Territorial 
Administration and Infrastructure  

Ms. Nushik Petrosyan, Digitalization Department, Ministry of High-Tech Industry 

Mr. Anahit Harutyunyan, Contract Management Coordinator/Road Safety Expert, 
Contract Management, Ministry of Territorial Administration and Infrastructure - Road 
Department Fund 

Ms. Mane Fahradyan, International Relations Department, Ministry of High-Tech 
Industry 

Mr. Movses Chapanyan, Digitalization Department, Ministry of High-Tech Industry 

Bangladesh 
 
Mr. Vanesa Rodrigues, Deputy Secretary, Director, Department of ICT 
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Mr. Syed Rashedul Hossen, Economic Counsellor & Alternate Permanent, 
Representative to ESCAP, Embassy of the People's Republic of Bangladesh 
 
Md. Nobir Uddin, Senior System Analyst, Information and Communication Technology  
Division 
 
Mr. Tarique M Barkatullah, Director, Bangladesh Computer Council 
 
Bhutan 
 
Mr. Jigme Tenzing, Director, Department of Information Technology and Telecom 
(DITT), Ministry of Information and Communications 
 
Ms. Thaye Choden, Senior ICT Officer, Department of Information Technology and 
Telecom DITT, Ministry of Information and Communications 
 
Cambodia 
 
H.E. Mr. Po Meas, Under Secretary of State, Ministry of Posts & Telecommunications 
 
China 
 
Mr. Yongwang Liu, Engineer, China Academy of Information Communications 
Technology (CAICT), Ministry of Industry and Information Technology 
 
Mr. Sichen Fan, Engineer, China Academy of Information Communications Technology 
(CAICT), Ministry of industry and Information Technology 
 
Fiji 
 
Mr. Ambrose Smith, Chief Statistician (IDD), Fiji Bureau of Statistics, Ministry of 
Economy  

 

Georgia 
 

Ms. Sophie Tvalavadze, Head of Division, Communications, Information and Modern 
Technologies Department, Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of 
Georgia 
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Ms. Gulnaz Bokuchava, Main Specialist, Department of Communications, Information 
and Modern Technologies, Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development of 
Georgia 
 
India 
 
Mr. Abhishek Singh, President & CEO, National e-Governance Division (NeGD), 
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology  
 
Mr. Bramhanand Jha, Senior Consultant- Programme Management, National e-
Governance Division, NeGD, MeitY 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 

Mr. Alireza Shalchizadeh, Deputy General Manager/Commercial Affairs, International, 
Telecommunication Infrastructure Company of Iran (TIC), Ministry of Information and 
Communications Technology  

Mr. Somayeh Kazemy, Head of Market Research Office, Commercial Department, 
Telecommunication Infrastructure Company of Iran (TIC), Ministry of Information and 
Communications Technology 

Mr. Gaegheh Majidzadeh, Strategic Monitoring and Analysis Manager, 
Telecommunication Infrastructure Company of Iran (TIC), Ministry of Information and 
Communications Technology  

Japan 

Mr. Toru Terai, First Secretary and Alternate Permanent Representative of Japan to 
ESCAP, Embassy of JAPAN in Thailand 

Kazakhstan  

Mr. Altynbek Aitymbekov, Director of Department of International Cooperation, 
Ministry of Digital Development, Innovations and Aerospace Industry of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan 

Mr. Nurbolat Alimbayev, Deputy Permanent Representative to ESCAP, Embassy of 
Kazakhstan in Thailand  

Mr. Askar Tazhiyev, Expert on Digital Transformation, Republic of Kazakhstan 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic 
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Mr. Thavisak Manodham, Director General, E-Government Center, Ministry of 
Technology and Communications 

Mr. Bounmy Thongpaseuth, Officer of Policy, Planning and Cooperation Division, E-
Government Center, Ministry of Technology and Communications 

Maldives 

H.E. Mr. Mohamed Shareef, Minister of State Technology, Ministry of Environment, 
Climate Change and Technology 

Nepal 

Mr. Surendra Lal Hada, Director, Infrastructure Division, Nepal Telecommunications 
Authority 

Pakistan 

Mr. Inam Ul Haque, Director Telecom, Telecom Wing, Ministry of Information 
Technology and Telecommunications 

Prof. Muhammad Akram Shaikh, Director General, Pakistan Scientific & Technological 
Information Center, Ministry of Science & Technology  

Mr. Syed Waqas, Head ITU/UN, Ministry of Information Technology and Telecom, 
Pakistan  

Philippines 

Mr. Alvin Navarro, Assistant Secretary for Digital Capability and Transformation, 
Department of Information and Communications Technology  

Mr. Ivan Harris Tanyag, Researcher, Research and Special Studies Division, National 
Defense College of the Philippines 

Republic of Korea 

Ms. Ji Hyun Eum, Director, Multilateral Cooperation Division, Ministry of Science and 
ICT 

Ms. Soohyeon Kang, Deputy Director, Multilateral Cooperation Division, Ministry of 
Science and ICT 

Mr. Sungeun Kim, Assistant Director, Multilateral Cooperation Division, Ministry of 
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Science and ICT 

Mr. Sang-yirl Nam, Senior Research Fellow, International Cooperation, Korea 
Information Society Development Institute 

Mr. Byungwoo Kim, Research Associate, Dept. of International & Cooperation Research, 
Korea Information Society Development Institute 

Russian Federation 

Mr. Kirill  Kablukov, Chief Expert, Development of Mass Media and International 
Cooperation, Ministry of Digital Development, Communication and Mass Media 

Mr. Zorikto Gomboin, Leading Specialist, EMC Analysis Center, Radio Research and 
Development Institute  

Mr. Andrey Stanislavov, Attaché, Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to 
ESCAP 

Samoa 

Mr. Fualau Talatalaga Mata’u, Chief Executive Officer, Samoa Ministry of 
Communications and Information Technology  

Ms. Suetena Loia, ACEO ICT, ICT Division, Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology 

Sri Lanka 

Mr. Mahinda Herath, CEO, ICT Agency of Sri Lanka (ICTA), Ministry of Technology 

Major General Sudantha Ranasinghe, Director General, Disaster Management Centre, 
State Ministry of National Security and Disaster Management 

Ms. Anoja Seneriratne, Director, Disaster Management Centre, State Ministry of Internal 
Security and Disaster Management 

Tajikistan 

Mr. Bakhtiyor Nodirov, Engineer Technician, Communication Service, Republic of 
Tajikistan  

Timor-Leste 
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Mr. Joao Freitas, President/CEO, Timor-Leste National Communication Authority 

Ms. Lusitania Lopes, Legal Adviser, Legal, Gender and Project Planning, 
Government/Ministry of Transport and Communication 

Mr. Fernando Carvalho Cruz, Chief of Policy and Cooperation, Policy and Cooperation 
Office, Government/Ministry of Transport and Communication 

Mr. Gaspar De Araujo, Director General for Transport and Communication, Directorate 
General for Transport and Communication Office 

Thailand 
 
Ms. Kalaya Chinatiworn, Executive Director of International Affairs Division, 
International Affairs Division, Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Digital 
Economy and Society 

Ms. Ishariyaporn Smiprem, Director of Regional Cooperation Group, International 
Affairs Division, Ministry of Digital Economy and Society 

Ms. Saowanee Sothipunchai, Plan and Policy Analyst, Senior Professional Level,  
Ministry of Digital Economy and Society 
 
Mr. Narongdej Watcharapasorn, Computer Technical Officer, Interim Office of Personal 
Data Protection Committee, Ministry of Digital Economy and Society 
 
Ms. Jitsupa Tungkasiri, Foreign Relations Officer, Practitioner Level, Office of the 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Digital Economy and Society 
 
Mr. Jackrakrit Srisun, Foreign Relations Officer, International Affairs Division, Ministry 
of Digital Economy and Society 
 
Ms. Hataichanok (Puckcharern) Chinauparwat, Director, Statistical Forecasting Division 

Mr. Taran Osiri, Plan and Policy Analyst Professional Level, Strategy and Planning 
Division, Office of The National Digital Economy and Society Commission Ministry of 
Digital Economy and Society Commission, Ministry of Digital Economy and Society  
 
Ms. Maneeporn Puripat, Plan and Policy Analyst Professional Level, Strategy and 
Planning Division, Office of The National Digital Economy and Society Commission 
Ministry of Digital Economy and Society Commission, Ministry of Digital Economy and 
Society 
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Mr. Pranatthapong Kabkrathok, Plan and Policy Analyst, Practitioner Level, Department 
of Telecommunication, Ministry of Digital Economy and Society 

 
Mr. Yutthana Rodseesain, Vice President, Network Management Department,  National 
Telecom Public Company Limited     

 
Mr. Theerachai Udomkitpanya, Vice President Data Communication Operation 
Department, National Telecom Public Company Limited     
 
Mr. Paramate Boonsook, Senior Director, Internet Gateway and International Data 
Communication Sector, Network Management Department, National Telecom Public 
Company Limited     
 
Mr. Supachai Ruangsuthinarupap, Senior Director, International Network Sector, 
Network Management Department, National Telecom Public Company Limited     
 
Mr. Thalerngsak Vanischakorn, Manager, Public Policy and Strategy Division, Corporate 
Strategy Planning and Development Department, National Telecom Public Company 
Limited     
 
Mr. Peeradej Siriporn, Manager, National Telecom Public Company Limited, National 
Telecom Public Company Limited     
 
Mr. Kamphol Boongsri, Manager, Internet Gateway Operation Division, Data Center 
Operation Department, National Telecom Public Company Limited     
 
Mr. Trairat Charoensak, Manager, Data Center Operation Division, Data Center 
Operation Department, National Telecom Public Company Limited     
 
Ms. Areewan Boonglam, General Administrator, Corporate Strategic Planning 

Department, National Telecommunication Plc, Ministry of Digital Economy and 
Society, National Telecom Public Company Limited     
 
Mr. Sira Akavipat, Strategist/Engineer, Corporate Planning, National Telecom Public 
Company Limited, National Telecom Public Company Limited     
 
Mr. Somsak Yupakdee, Engineer, Data Communication Operation Department, National 
Telecom Public Company Limited 
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Mr. Passakorn Senaliang, Engineer, Data Communication Operation Department         
National Telecom Public Company Limited     
 
Mr. Jakkrit Jantarit, Engineer, National Telecom Public Company Limited, National 
Telecom Public Company Limited     

Acting Sub Lt. Jatupol Avakiat, Engineer, Broadband Product Department, National 
Telecom Public Company Limited     

Mr. Chalermkiat Sirachairat, Engineer, Data Center Operation Division, Data Center 
Operation Department, National Telecom Public Company Limited     
 
Tonga 
 
Mr. Andrew Toimoana, Director of Information and Technology, Department of 
Information, Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, Information, Disaster Management, 
Environment, Climate Change and Communications 
 
Turkey 
 
Ms. Malike Polat Ortakaya, Information Technologies Expert, Information and 
Communication Technologies Authority 
 
Mr. Mehmet Özcan, Information Technologies Expert, Access and Tariffs Department, 
Information and Communication Technologies Authority 
 
Tuvalu 

Mr. Vaiaoga Lameko, Coordinator - Tuvalu Readiness Project, Climate Change 
Department, Ministry of Finance 
 
Mr. Alapati Taupo, Assistant Secretary, Headquarters, Ministry of Justice, 
Communication and Foreign Affairs 
 
Mr. Tenanoia Simona, ICT Programme Manager, Programme Management Unit, 
Ministry of Justice, Communication and Foreign Affairs  
 
United States of America 

Mr. James Cerven, Regional Technology Officer, Science and Technology Advisors 
Office, Department of State 
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Uzbekistan 

Mr. Olimjon Tuychiev, Director General of the National Office for Innovation 
Implementation and Technology Transfer under the Ministry of Innovative Development 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan, Innovation Implementation and Technology Transfer 
 
Mr. Ismoil Rasulov, Head of Department, Department for Department for Coordination 
of International Cooperation, Uzbekspace Agency 
 
Viet Nam 

Ms. Quynh Anh Nguyen, Deputy director, ICT department, National institute of 
Information and Communications strategy, Ministry of Information and 
Communications 
 
Mr. Binh Mai, Officer, IT Policy Department, Ministry of Information and 
Communications 
 
Ms. Hang Nguyen, Official, International Cooperation Department, Ministry of 
Information and Communications 
 
Mr. Tran Minh Tan, Researcher, National Institute of Information and Communications 
Strategy, Ministry of Information and Communications 
                                           
                                            ----------------------------- 
                                                   

Resource person 
 
Mr. Rohan Samarajiva, Consultant, LirneAsia 
 
 
                                                 ------------------------- 

ESCAP Secretariat 

Information and Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division  

Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director 

Mr. Tae Hyung Kim, Chief, ICT and Development Section  

Mr. Chang Yong Son, NRL Expert in ICT and Development 
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Mr. Siope Vakataki 'Ofa, Economic Affairs Officer, ICT and Development Section 

Ms. Aida Karazhanova., Economic Affairs Officer, ICT and Development Section 

Mr. Zhenxiong Fan, Junior Professional Officer, ICT and Development Section 

Ms. Tarnkamon Chantarawat, Research Assistant, ICT and Development Section 

Mr. Sakollerd Limkriangkrai, Team Assistant, ICT and Development Section 
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Annex 2  

Fifth Session of   
the Asia Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS) Steering Committee  

  
Virtual meeting  

 
25 November 2021, 13:00-16:00 (Bangkok Time)  

  

Programme 
 

Tuesday 25 November 2021  

13:00 – 13:15  Session 1: Opening Session  
Moderator: Mr. Tae Hyung Kim, Chief, ICT and Development 
Section, ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, ESCAP  

a. Opening remarks, by Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director, ICT and 
Disaster Risk Reduction Division, ESCAP  

b. Election of Bureau and Adoption of agenda 
  

13:15- 13:30  Session 2: Progress and plan in implementation of the AP-IS initiative  
a. Report on progress and plan in implementation of AP-IS by 

the Secretariat (15 minutes) by the ESCP secretariat   
Q&A  

  
13:30- 15:50  Session 3: Draft AP-IS action plan 2022-2026 (5th Draft)  

a. Highlights on progress of the Drafting Group meeting  
✓ Chair of the Drafting Group: H.E. Mr. Mohamed Shareef, 

Minister of State, Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and 
Technology   

b. Brief on draft AP-IS action plan 2022-2026 by the ESCP secretariat   
✓ Draft AP-IS action plan report with matrix of actions   
✓ Revised Terms of Reference (TOR) of Steering Committee  

c. Review and endorsement of the AP-IS action plan 2022-2026  
✓ Member States: open discussions  

d. Consideration for provisional composition on Chair and Vice 
Chair of three Working Groups by Steering Committee  

  
15:50-16:00  Session 4: Wrap up and way forward  

a. Key outcome and way forward by the Secretariat  
b. Closing remark by the Chair   

  
  
 

 


