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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. National Workshop on Sustainable Maritime and Port Connectivity for Resilient and 

Efficient Supply (hereafter, the workshop) took place in Bangkok, on 20 October 2022. 

The workshop was attended by approximately 100 participants including online attendees 

from governments of Thailand, representatives of international organizations, universities, 

and transport and logistics industry companies, as well as by invited resource persons. The 

list of participants is attached in Annex 1. The programme of the workshop is attached in 

Annex 2.  

2. The Workshop discussed the status and challenges to sustainable maritime connectivity and 

port development of Thailand. The participants reaffirmed that efficient maritime and port 

connectivity is key to harness the benefits of geographical advantage of Thailand.  

3. Participants recalled that sustainable maritime and port development not only enhanced 

economic development and national and regional integration but also contributed, directly 

and indirectly, to achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at global, regional and 

national levels. 

4. Participants recognized the need for a comprehensive, long term and tailored maritime 

transport development strategy that takes into account multidimensional factors and the 

unique characteristics of Thailand and ASEAN member countries. In particular, the 

participants emphasized the necessity of establishing a cooperative working mechanism 



through collaboration and partnership between relevant stakeholders nationally and 

internationally as well as field surveys to realize the potential of the inland waterway 

transport. 

5. Participants affirmed that low-emission and Net Zero is a priority in the Thailand in 

response to the climate change urgency. They also recognized the importance of a strategic 

regional approach to advancing decarbonized shipping while meeting global standards and 

regulations in the Asia Pacific region and highlighted the importance of regional 

cooperation and partnerships to implement national and regional action plans in this area. 

6. Participants emphasized that cooperation and partnership with all stakeholders including 

Member countries, international organizations, sub-regional institutions, Multilateral 

Development Banks, research institutes, and the private sector, are essential for the 

practical implementation of sustainable maritime and port connectivity.  

7. Participants requested to expand research, capacity building and training projects in 

cooperation with international and regional agencies to strengthen sustainable maritime 

and port development, based on awareness of the challenges and opportunities facing 

Thailand and Member countries. It is emphasized that these activities should include 

agendas for gender equality and women's empowerment. 

8. Participants requested to develop a regional cooperative system including a step wise 

approach and detailed action plan for the practical implementation of digitalization at the 

ports of Thailand. 

9. In this context, during the presentations and the interactive discussion, participants 

identified areas requiring further research and continued collaboration among all 

stakeholders, such as: 

- Strategies to respond to climate change including Net Zero emissions at the national 

level and to expand the supply of electric vessels operated in the Bangkok metropolitan 

area  

- Implementation of 20-Year National Plan for Advancing Maritime Sustainable 

Development of Thailand's Maritime Economy by 2037  

- Reducing greenhouse gas emissions in ports and leading sustainable ports by 2030 

- Transition to a digital/smart port through phased development such as digital 

transformation, port community system platform and big data analysis by 2030 



- Establishment of safety facilities and information sharing platform to facilitate the 

potential of the Mekong River  

- Strategies to promote regional maritime transport between BIMSTEC member 

countries 

- Ranong Port development and promotion of multimodal transportation system 

- Regular training and capacity building for port operators and other stakeholders 

- Further coordination and synergies between transport and trade facilitation measures, 

such as, respectively, port community systems and single window initiatives. 

10. Participants expressed their appreciation to regional and international experts who 

delivered presentations on national and sub-regional issues on sustainable maritime and 

port connectivity in the ESCAP region and future policies of sustainable maritime transport 

and requested that ESCAP’s cooperation on these issues continue and be strengthened 

through analytical work, capacity building and technical assistance. 

11. The participants expressed their appreciation to the Marine Department of Thailand, Port 

Authority of Thailand, ESCAP and UNCTAD secretariat for organizing and hosting the 

“National Workshop on Sustainable Maritime and Port Connectivity”   

12. These conclusions and recommendations were agreed virtually on 20 October 2022 in 

Bangkok. 

 


