
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virtual Launch of the OFDI Policy Toolkit and Panel Session on Policies to support firm 
investment and maximize home country sustainable development 

 
Wednesday October 20 

 
9:00-10:30 (CET) 

 
1. Background 
 
In recent years, companies from developing economies have increasingly invested abroad, seeking 
business opportunities outside their home countries. This is a recent trend, as until the turn of the 
century firms from developed economies dominated global cross-border direct investment. Because 
developing economies are the source of these investments, understanding the impact of such outward 
foreign direct investment (OFDI) on the home economies where these firms are headquartered is of 
great importance.  
 
OFDI can contribute to sustainable developmental outcomes, by generating home country effects 
which promote trade, employment, upgrading, growth and other aspects of economic development 
in source economies. Yet, the precise nature and characteristics of OFDI home country effects remain 
little understood. Moreover, even less is known about the most effective policies and measures 
governments can introduce to leverage OFDI for sustainable development. As a result, investment 
policymakers in developing countries have both a limited knowledge about the links between OFDI 
and home country sustainable development outcomes and remain hesitant to introduce policies to 
harness OFDI for sustainable development.  
 
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP), King’s College 
London (KCL), and the World Economic Forum (WEF) are jointly organizing this session to discuss these 
knowledge and policy development constraints and launch the ground-breaking, innovative and 
interactive OFDI for Home Country Sustainable Development Policy Toolkit that UNESCAP and the 
Pacific, KCL, and WEF have jointly developed.  
 
The presentation of the Toolkit will be followed by a demonstration of the interactive Toolkit website 
and then a panel discussion with investment policymakers from both developed and developing 
countries and the private sector. The aim of the panel discussion is to learn from the experiences of 
these countries in introducing OFDI policies, the extent to which economies and firms are able to 
benefit from these policies and measures in support of home country sustainable development, and 
discuss how countries can utilize the OFDI Toolkit to introduce tailored OFDI strategies.  
 
Issues to be addressed:  
 

 How can OFDI contribute to sustainable development outcomes in the home country source 
markets?  

 How can government policies and measures promote and maximize sustainable development 
outcomes from OFDI? 



 What lessons can we learn from those countries that have successfully implemented OFDI 
policies targeting home country sustainable development?  

 What issues are most relevant for the firms engaging in OFDI for policymakers to consider 
when implementing home country development OFDI strategies, and adopting policies and 
measures?  

 

2. Programme 

 

9:00-9:03 Welcome and Introduction 

Heather Taylor-Strauss, UN ESCAP (confirmed) 

9:03-9:06 Framing on role of OFDI in sustainable development 

James Zhan, Director, Investment and Enterprise, UNCTAD (confirmed) 

9:06-9:20 OFDI Policy Toolkit Presentation 

Jan Knoerich, Kings College London (confirmed) 

9:20-9:25 OFDI Policy Toolkit Website Demonstration 

Heather Taylor-Strauss, UN ESCAP 

9:25-10:10 Panel Discussion 

Moderator: Matthew Stephenson, WEF (confirmed) 

Speakers 

- Ali Al-Thani, CEO, Qatar Investment Promotion Center (confirmed) 
- Deepak Bagla, Managing Director and CEO, Invest India (confirmed) 
- Adalberto Netto, Chief Investment Officer, Apex Brasil, and former 

CEO, Invest in Paraná (confirmed) 
- Anuj Mathew, Head of Investment Promotion and Policy Analysis and 

Senior Advisor, UK Department of International Trade (confirmed) 
- David Mellor, CEO, Crowe Global (confirmed) 
- Aba Schubert, CEO, Dorae (confirmed) 

10:10-10:25 Discussion with the Audience 

10:25-10:30 Closing remarks 

Matthew Stephenson, WEF 

 

3. Participation and Meeting Link 

Please confirm your participation via email to Ms. Natthika Charoenphon at charoenphon@un.org.  

The link to join this session will be shared in due course. In the meantime, we encourage all interested 
participants to register for the World Investment Forum here. The Forum will take place Oct 18-22, 
2021 and click here for more information on the Forum. 

 


