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Introduction  (Development)
• NLPS was  designed as a response to COVID-19 pandemic in Nigeria

• COVID-19 disrupted alot of activities including the operations of NBS while
demand for data increased

• Phone surveys are less expensive and more flexible tools to fill data gaps faster 
and can be adapted to changing data needs

• This survey has Provided a unique source of insight into how the 
Nigerian households are coping with national and global crises and 
their effects on the welfare and livelihoods of the households
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Implementation
• Implemented by the Nigeria

National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS)

• A partnership between the NBS, 
the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation (BMGF), the United 
States Agency for International 
Development (USAID), and the 
World Bank

National Longitudinal Phone Survey (NLPS)

Phase 1: April 2020 – April 2021, monthly 
interviews with 1,950 households

Phase 2: November 2021 - (ongoing), 
bi-monthly interviews with 2,900 
households
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Innovation in Phone Surveys
Used General Household Survey – Panel 
2018-2019, Wave 4 as a sampling frame

• Recent, nationally representative, panel survey
• Wealth of background information on sampled 

households enabled robust weighting 
adjustments and address coverage and
non-response biases that can plague phone
surveys - at the household- and individual-level

• Same households will be revisited (face-to-face) 
in 2023-2024, enabling further comprehensive 
analysis of national and global crises

Designing new instruments for phone surveys in 
response to high priority policy needs

• Labor mobility and migration
• Youth aspirations
• Education
• Employment
• Access to basic services
• Behavioral responses and subjective wellbeing
• Vaccine hesitancy and uptake
• Household indebtedness

3



Elements of Success
• Extensive and continuous capacity building efforts at NBS

• NLPS has helped NBS to Improve its ability to conduct complex surveys that
produce high quality and timely data using the latest technology available and
cutting-edge survey methods

• Frequent training of interviewers has also contributed to the success of the
NLPS in Nigeria

• Development of innovative rigorous data monitoring system
• Mystery respondents, callbacks and audio monitoring
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Impact

• Data are publicly available
• NBS will continue to raise awareness of the public on data availability and 

further foster its use for policy analysis within and outside the country

• The knowledge, skills, and experience gained by NBS staff through the 
NLPS implementation are directly transferable to other national 
surveys or project monitoring implemented by NBS as the coordinator 
of Nigeria statistical system 

• The availability of data to inform policy in short periods of time
5



Impact

• Several publications have used the NLPS data (more than 200 papers using 
Google Scholar statistics), some of them are:

• Agwu, George Abuchi and Ben Atta, Oussama, Urban Bias and Learning in the Time of
COVID-19: Evidence from Nigeria (July 28, 2020). Available at 
SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=3644395

• Oyekale, A.S. Career Aspiration Fulfillment and COVID-19 Vaccination Intention
among Nigerian Youth: An Instrumental Variable Approach. Int. J. Environ. Res. Public 
Health 2022, 19, 9813. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph19169813

• Hossain, Marup and Hossain, MD Amzad, COVID-19, Employment, and Gender:
Evidence from Nigeria (May 1, 2021). Available at 
SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4113069

• Lain, Jonathan William; Vishwanath, Tara; Alik-Lagrange, Arthur; Amankwah,
Akuffo; Contreras-Gonzalez, Ivette; Jenq, Christina; Mcgee, Kevin; Oseni, Gbemisola;
Palacios-Lopez, Amparo; Sagesaka, Akiko. 2021. COVID-19 in Nigeria: Frontline data
and pathways for policy. Washington, D.C.: World Bank Group. 
https://elibrary.worldbank.org/doi/abs/10.1596/36609
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Conclusion

• National bureau of statistics as the top data management office in 
the country will continue to build a stronger synergy expecially in the 
use of modern technology to advance data collection in the wake of 
any eventuality
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