
                                                     

                                                                    

 

 

ESCAP-ITF Joint Capacity Building Programme on “Sustainable Transport Connectivity and COVID-19 
Pandemic: Pathways for Greater Resilience and Sustainability” 

 

Virtual Capacity Building Workshop 2: North and Central Asia 

 

14-15 October 2021 

14.00 – 17.00 (GMT+7) / 09:00 – 12:00 (GMT+2) 

 
 
Background 
 
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the International 

Transport Forum (ITF) at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) have 

developed a joint capacity programme on “Sustainable Transport Connectivity and COVID-19 Pandemic: 

pathways for greater resilience and sustainability” in order to support countries in incorporating into their 

medium- and long-term transport policies the best practices and lessons learned from the Covid-19 

pandemic response, as well as to implement appropriate transport policies that will achieve greater 

resilience, inclusiveness and environmental sustainability of their transport connectivity.  

Following the project inception meeting that took place on 17 September 2021, three virtual sub-regional 

capacity building workshops for Southeast Asia, South and Southwest Asia, and North and Central Asia 

will be organised in October.  These workshops will present the modelling tools that are used to project 

transport demand and carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, policy scenarios that have been constructed to 

illustrate the impact of Covid-19, as well as to identify priority policies within the context of each sub-

region’s unique challenges and needs.  In addition, trends and possible future scenarios for demand in 

freight volumes and related CO2 emissions to 2050 will also be presented. 

The ultimate objective of the capacity building workshops is to support the development and 

implementation of a sustainable transport pathway in the three sub-regions. Interpretation into English 

and Russian will be provided.  

 

 

 

 

 



                                                     

                                                                    
 

 

 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

Day 1: 14 October 2021, 14.00 – 17.00 (GMT+7)/09:00 – 12:00 (GMT+2) 

 

14:00-14:10 Welcome and Introduction  

Azhar Jaimurzina Ducrest, UNESCAP 

ITF  

Introduction to ESCAP-ITF joint capacity building programme on “Sustainable Transport 
Connectivity and COVID-19 Pandemic: pathways for greater resilience and 
sustainability”, followed by an overview of the activities and milestones envisioned, as 
well as objectives of the capacity building workshops. 

14:10 – 14.30 The impact of COVID-19 on the transport connectivity in North and Central Asia: 
lessons learned and potential for building back better 

Azhar Jaimurzina Ducrest, UNESCAP 

14:30-14:45 ITF Transport Outlook 2021 

Ms. Malithi Fernando, ITF 

Overview of the ITF’s Transport Outlook 2021, ITF’s flagship publication, providing 
scenarios for the development of transport demand and emissions up to 2050.  

The 2021 edition includes a special focus on the impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic on 
transport systems, and models potential long-term changes with challenges and 
opportunities for an equitable transition.  

14:45-15:00 Discussion and Q&A 

15:00-15:30 Covid-19 Recovery and Resilience Building  

Ms. Vatsalya Sohu, ITF 

Understanding the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on transport systems and the role 
of recovery measures in improving transport resilience, sustainability and social equity.   

Principles that have been developed to improve transport resilience will also be 
presented. 

15:30-15:45 Discussion and Q&A 

15:45-16:00 Comfort Break  

 
 
 
 



                                                     

                                                                    

 

 
 
 

16:00-16:40  ITF’s Freight and Passenger Transport Modelling Framework 

Mr. Luis Martinez, ITF 

Mr. John Pritchard, ITF 

Overview of the ITF’s global modelling framework. 

The ITF prides itself on evidence-based policy analysis. Here, two key data-driven 
modelling frameworks are presented, 1) the global freight model, which estimates the 
total weight of the commodities traded between countries or world regions and 2) the 
global passenger model, which models passenger flows worldwide in both an urban and 
a non-urban context. 

16:40-16:55 Discussion and Q&A 

16:55-17:00 Closing Remarks 

John Pritchard, ITF 

Wrap up of Day 1  

 
Day 2: 15 October 2021, 14.00 – 17.00 (GMT+7)/09:00 – 12:00 (GMT+2) 

 

14:00-14:10 Welcome  

Ms. Wei-Shiuen Ng, ITF  

Conclusions from Day 1 and introduction to Day 2 sessions.  

14:10-14:40 Linkages between Data Collection and Model Development  

Mr. Luis Martinez, ITF 

Mr. Mario Barreto, ITF  

Overview of the data used for the ITF’s modelling framework and how different types of 
data are required to develop transport demand and emission models.  

14:40-15:00 Discussion and Q&A 

15-00-15:30 Application of Model Outputs 

Mr. John Pritchard, ITF 

Ms. Vatsalya Sohu, ITF 

Transport model outputs can be applied in different policy scenario building exercises 
and to determine policy priorities based on different regional, sub-regional or national 
contexts. 



                                                     

                                                                    
 

 

Countries can then identify sustainable or resilient transport pathways that are most 
appropriate for their needs. This session will highlight the following previous and current 
ITF projects: 

1) Enhancing Connectivity and Freight in Central Asia 
2) Decarbonising Transport in India 

 

15:30-15:45 Discussion and Q&A 

15:45-16:00 Comfort Break 

16:00-16:40 Sub-Regional Policy Priorities and Challenges (Interactive Session) 

Mr. John Pritchard, ITF 

Azhar Jaimurzina Ducrest, UNESCAP 

Outlining any region, sub-region or country specific policy priorities and understanding 
the related challenges.  

In this interactive session, participants are encouraged to share Regional, Sub-regional, 
or Country-specific policy priorities and their understanding of the related challenges  

16:40-17:00 Closing Remarks and Next Steps 

Ms. Wei-Shiuen Ng, ITF 

Ms. Azhar Jaimurzina Ducrest, UNESCAP 

Wrap up of Day 2 and next steps envisioned. 

 


