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Summary of the Third Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Network of Energy 

Think Tanks (APNETT) 

In collaboration with the World Renewable Energy Congress XXI 
Date: Wednesday 7 December 2022 

Time: 10:00 – 12:30h (BKK) (11:00 – 13:30 Perth) 

 

Background 

The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) with funding 

from the Energy Foundation China has convened a network of academic institutes, think tanks, 

universities and not-for-profit entities across the Asia Pacific region: the Asia Pacific Network of 

Energy Think Tanks (APNETT). This initiative is intended to promote research collaboration and 

information exchange on social, technical, environmental and economic energy issues with the 

secretariat support of ESCAP. APNETT members are institutes from diverse countries and levels 

of development with differing areas of expertise.  

The First Meeting of APNETT on 2 June 2020 was held virtually and was jointly hosted by Deakin 

University and the University of Melbourne. Among the issues presented at this meeting, APNETT 

members reviewed the draft Terms of Reference (ToRs) of the network and discussed outlines of 

research projects being undertaken by APNETT members - on the impacts of COVID-19 on the 

energy transition; and on the phase-out of coal in Asia and the Pacific.  

The Second Meeting of APNETT was held virtually on 2 June 2021. It discussed recent work on 

the Phase-out of coal and energy transition pathways for the Asia-Pacific region which was 

undertaken by Climate Analytics on behalf of an Issue-Based Coalition of UN entities. Members 

were presented with a study on COVID-19 and the future of energy in the Asia-Pacific led by the 

Sustainable Development Policy Institute. Finally, members discussed the report Enhancing 

energy security in the context of COVID-19 which was developed by Dr Frank Umbach, Center for 

Advanced Security, Strategic and Integration Studies at the University of Bonn on behalf of 

ESCAP. 

Between meetings, APNETT members have participated in ESCAP’s regional dialogues on 

sustainable energy issues at the Committee on Energy and the ESCAP Commission Session. 

This Third Meeting of APNETT was held in hybrid mode joint collaboration with the World 

Renewable Energy Congress XXI at Murdoch University in Perth, Western Australia on 7 

December 2022.  

The Third Meeting took stock of recent research, offered guidance on ESCAP’s energy knowledge 

products and planned future activities of the network. Advice and exchanges of knowledge were 

https://www.unescap.org/events/first-meeting-asia-pacific-network-energy-think-tanks-apnett
https://www.unescap.org/events/2021/second-meeting-asia-pacific-network-energy-think-tanks-apnett
https://www.wrec2022.com/
https://www.wrec2022.com/
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sought from members on emerging trends in Asia-Pacific’s energy transition. Members were 

asked to discuss areas of opportunity for collaborative research for promoting sustainable energy 

development in ESCAP’s member States and to consider prioritizing studies that could be funded 

under future ESCAP programs. Members’ perspectives were also sought on existing knowledge 

gaps and new frontiers for research that could assist policymakers across the region and 

strengthen regional cooperation. 

Summary of discussions 

Welcome, introductions and scene-setting 

Hongpeng Liu, Director of the ESCAP Energy Division formally opened the meeting by welcoming 

the participants, noting the goals of the network, acknowledging ESCAP’s receipt of benefits and 

advice, and reiterating ESCAP’s commitment to continuing support. Mr Liu reflected on the 

recent challenges and opportunities to the energy transition in Asia and the Pacific that have 

been brought about by global issues including the recovery from COVID-19 and the geopolitical 

situation in the Ukraine. He urged the network to consider their role in the lead-up to the Asia-

Pacific Energy Forum in late 2022, and thanked Murdoch for hosting the event. 

Michael Williamson (Secretary) called for nominations for a Chair and vice-Chair for the meeting. 

Atul Raturi proposed that Adrian Panow take the role of Chair with Daniel del Barrio Alvarez as 

vice-Chair. This motion was seconded by Tania Urmee and Xunpeng Shi and passed without any 

further nominations. 

Adrian Panow thanked the Secretary and provided a brief outline of his new role at Melbourne 

University where he is tasked with bringing together the disciplines of engineering, science and 

the social sciences to help make the energy transition smooth and equitable. 

 

Item 1: Summary of recent energy research work 

Michael Williamson provided a summary of ESCAP’s recent publications on energy, noting the 

wide breadth of issues across the region and reflecting that ESCAP’s output is only constrained 

by their limited resources – there is high potential for others to contribute. 

Tania Urmee presented an outline of Murdoch University’s work on energy, which includes a 

significant focus on hydrogen as a potential pathway to exporting Australia’s valuable renewable 

energy resources to support the clean energy transition across the region. Ms Urmee outlined 

the goals of increasing hydrogen production to 530 Mt by 2050 at a price of under $2 per kilogram 

at the site of production, and outlined the training and infrastructure that will play a central part 

in delivering the supply chain. 

Xunpeng Shi introduced the network to the International Society for Energy Transition Studies 

(ISETS) which offers a platform for knowledge sharing amongst researchers. There is potential for 

ISETS and its members to support APNETT through promotion and networking, and APNETT 

members are invited to join the Society with registration via www.isets.org. ISETS will host its 

first conference in October 2023. 

https://www.unescap.org/kp?f%5B0%5D=kp_programme_of_work_facet%3A180
https://www.isets.org/
http://www.isets.org/
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Han Phoumin summarised the recent work undertaken by the Energy Research Institute for 

ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA) in shaping and supporting ASEAN policymakers, with an emphasis an 

analysis of technologies and transition finance. 

Sharna Nolan described undertakings at Climate Analytics on developing benchmarks for wind 

and solar installations which will complement the IEA’s projections and scenarios. Climate 

Analytics is also developing a state-of-the-art energy system model for Australia which will be 

available in early 2023, and has launched the 1.5°C National Pathway Explorer which outlines 

national pathways for countries and sector-specific decarbonisation benchmarks derived from 

global IPCC pathways compatible with the Paris Agreement. 

Atul Raturi outlined recent and upcoming studies led by the University of the South Pacific which 

investigated uses of waste oil and biodiesel, as well as measuring the methane emissions arising 

from the waste systems of the Pacific Islands Countries and Territories. The work has been 

supported by Masters students under scholarships from the Solomon Islands, Marshall Islands 

and Tuvalu.  

Yao Lixia of the Energy Studies Institute outlined their recent work developing decarbonization 

strategies for several South-East Asian Countries, renewable and decarbonization strategy in 

North-East Asia, as well as analysis of economic subsectors in the USA, EU and others. As a new 

member of APNETT, Ms Lixia expressed her hope to use the network as an opportunity to 

collaborate with other members. 

Adrian Panow described work at Melbourne University on analyzing a “Net Zero Australia’ 

scenario in coloration with the University of Queensland, Princeton University and NOUS 

Consulting. The work evaluated the settings required to maintain and enable the export of energy 

and energy products, with considerations for infrastructure, planning, social license. Data and 

analysis will be made available via the project webpage:  https://www.netzeroaustralia.net.au/  

Daniel del Barrio Alvarez invited members to join a panel discussion that will be hosted by the 

International Public Policy Association for the Conference of International Public Policy 

Association in Toronto. Details are at https://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/conference/icpp6-

toronto-2023/panel-list/17/panel/energy-transition-security-and-justice-in-times-of-global-

shocks/1358 

 

Item 2: Emerging trends impacting the energy transition 

Michael Williamson introduced the second item on the substantive agenda by outlining the 

compounding crises of COVID-19, the war in Ukraine, energy price spikes and global supply chain 

disruptions. He described the situation as complex, and asked the network to consider how best 

APNETT can contribute to delivering solutions for Asia-Pacific countries facing these crises. 

Adrian Panow noted a tendency of policymakers and others to respond to the energy sector 

impacts with conventional energy solutions – an approach which can lock out new renewable 

energy generation or lock in existing (conventional) supply chains. 

https://1p5ndc-pathways.climateanalytics.org/
https://www.netzeroaustralia.net.au/
https://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/conference/icpp6-toronto-2023/panel-list/17/panel/energy-transition-security-and-justice-in-times-of-global-shocks/1358
https://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/conference/icpp6-toronto-2023/panel-list/17/panel/energy-transition-security-and-justice-in-times-of-global-shocks/1358
https://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/conference/icpp6-toronto-2023/panel-list/17/panel/energy-transition-security-and-justice-in-times-of-global-shocks/1358
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Sharna Nolan described the recent developments at COP27 which have resulted in the creation 

of the Santiago Network on Loss and Damage. Climate Analytics are also closely following 

changes in global LNG systems, and have flagged why “gas is the new coal” may become a 

hindrance for the energy transition. She also noted Climate Analytics’ recent publications which 

investigated the elasticity of demand forecasts and the likely impact of an IEA net zero scenario. 

Tania Urmee noted the relationship between energy prices and energy poverty and the need to 

link technology to policy. 

Michael Williamson summarized the discussion by reinforcing the nature of convergence 

between social development policy, climate policy and energy policy. He noted that energy 

efficiency may play a heightened role as a means to helping lower income members of societies 

with energy affordability while contributing towards SDG 7, energy security and the Paris 

Agreement. 

David Ferrari provided an outline of recent work published by ESCAP which looked at the energy 

situation in the Pacific, highlighting some of the challenges of delivering SDG 7 in the subregion 

following the economic challenges brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic and global energy 

shocks. Key points included noting the continuing heavy reliance on expensive, imported fossil 

fuels offering an opportunity for locally-generated renewable energy and energy efficiency to 

make major contributions to supply, affordability and energy security. 

Michael Williamson provided an outline of opportunities for APNETT members to engage in 

ESCAP’s upcoming work in the following areas: 

• Regional Trends Report 2023 – Enery Division’s flagship report 

• Electrification of public transport 

• SDG 7 roadmaps - Development of sustainable energy transition pathways 

• Sustainable cooling 

• The phase-out of coal 

• Clean cooking 

• ESCAP’s Expert Working Groups (as official nominees or observers): 

o EWG on Energy Connectivity, next meeting 20 March 2023 

o EWG on Universal Access to Modern Energy Services, Renewable Energy, Energy 

Efficiency and Cleaner Use of Fossil Fuels, next meeting 13 December 2022 then 

31 March 2023 

• Asia Pacific Energy Forum (APEF) and Asia Pacific Energy week, 18-20 October 2023 

Members were asked to take this information back to their respective institutes for 

consideration in planning for the coming months. 

Michael Williamson closed the meeting with a vote of thanks to Murdoch University for 

hosting the meeting, and to all members for their active participation. 


