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I. BACKGROUND 

The Asia-Pacific region is home to more than 700 million persons with disabilities who 
face significant barriers to full and effective participation in society. Governments, United 
Nations entities and civil society organizations have been working together for over 30 
years to overcome these barriers and achieve disability-inclusive development.  
 
To advance disability rights, members of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP) initiated three consecutive Asian and Pacific Decades of Persons 
with Disabilities, starting in 1993. The first two Decades contributed to the shift of 
viewing persons with disabilities as rights holders and also created a regional momentum 
that laid the initial foundation for the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD). The third Decade focused on an evidence-based approach and 
alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals initiative, through the Incheon 
Strategy to “Make the Right Real” for Persons with Disabilities in Asia and the Pacific 
(adopted in 2012) and the Beijing Declaration, including the Action Plan to Accelerate the 
Implementation of the Incheon Strategy (adopted in 2017). 
 
At the end of the third Decade, ESCAP conducted a final review to assess the current state 
of disability-inclusive development in Asia and the Pacific and renew the regional 
commitment to “make the right real” for persons with disabilities. The Jakarta 
Declaration on the Asian and Pacific Decade of Persons with Disabilities, 2023-2032 
(Jakarta Declaration) was adopted at the high-level intergovernmental meeting on the 
final review of the third Decade held in Jakarta and online in October 2022. This outcome 
document provides further guidance for the region in meeting the pledge of leaving no 
one behind. 
 
In line with strengthening partnerships to catalyze progress, the 2022 regional 
commemoration for International Day of Persons with Disabilities will be co-organized 
by the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Australian 
Embassy, the World Food Programme (WFP) and the Asia-Pacific Development Center 
on Disabilities (APCD). 
 
II. PROGRAMME OVERVIEW  

The first section of the Regional Commemoration will focus on discussing ways to 
accelerate progress on the implementation of the Jakarta Declaration, with inputs from 



representatives of government, United Nations entities, the private sector and 
organizations of persons with disabilities. The ESCAP publication on the final review of 
the third Decade, “A Three-Decade Journey towards Inclusion: Assessing the State of 
Disability-Inclusive Development in Asia and the Pacific” will also be launched at the 
Commemoration.  
 
The second section of the Commemoration will consist of a film screening led by the 
Australian Embassy. The film screening will feature several of the short films from the 
Focus on Ability short film festival, a yearly festival created by NOVA Employment. All 
of the films are focused on the theme of abilities or star an actor with 
disabilities, highlighting persons with disabilities as rights holders. The objective of the 
film screening is to showcase the potential power of film to change perceptions related to 
persons with disabilities.  
 
A reception will be held following the Commemoration.  
 
III. PARTICIPATION AND ORGANIZATIONAL ARRANGEMENTS  

The Commemoration is expected to bring together participants from the Asia-Pacific 
region, including policymakers, government disability focal points, civil society and 
organizations of persons with disabilities, United Nations agencies as well as other 
regional and international organizations. 

The Commemoration will be conducted in English only. International sign interpretation 
and real-time captioning will be provided. 

The Commemoration will be convened in Bangkok at the United Nations Conference 
Centre and virtually on the Zoom platform. 
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