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Your Excellency Ministers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of the Ministry of Public Works and Transport, Lao PDR, I would 

like to express my sincere appreciation and thankfulness one more time to ESCAP 

for inviting and supporting our attendance to this important Meeting.  

As you know, Outdoor air pollution can have direct and sometimes severe 

consequences for health. Many of the drivers of climate change, such as inefficient 

and polluting forms of energy and transport systems, also contribute to air pollution. 

Air pollution is now one of the largest global health risks, causing approximately 

seven million deaths every year around the world.  

In Lao PDR, about 63% percent of an estimated 2,800 child deaths due to 

acute lower respiratory infections is attributable to household air pollution (WHO, 

2019). And by 2030, an estimated 1,200 annual premature deaths due to outdoor air 

pollution may be avoided each year. 

To support sustainable urban development in Lao PDR, so that urban areas 

become pleasant. The Lao’s government seek to improve the urban environment, 

through creating public parks, green areas, protecting the natural landscape and 

protected areas in Vientiane Capital and other cities, as well as urban communities 

to be beautiful, green, clean, peaceful, safe and more livable to ensure the quality of 

life of the people in urban areas. 
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Excellencies, 

Green growth strategies need to not only steer a path towards low carbon 

solutions but also to focus on specific localities where air pollution is or could 

become dangerous.  Regulatory measures comprising a combination of setting 

emission standards and economic instruments such as differential taxes on types of 

fuel appear to be the approach now being adopted by most countries.  Lao’s National 

Green Growth Strategy provides a framework in which to achieve this.   

However, more work is necessary to urgently address air pollution causes with 

greater understanding of the costs.  Greater knowledge sharing of the success of 

implementing different solutions would assist developing countries including 

innovative financial mechanisms associated with environmental taxes or fees. 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 


