
 

 

Guidance note on the proceedings and preparations for the first 

session of the Standing Committee (SC) 

 
First session of the Standing Committee of the Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-

border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific 

 

United Nations Conference Centre, Bangkok and Online 

12 to 15 December 2022 

 

Introduction 
 

The purpose of this informal guidance note is to inform the participants and focal points of the Framework 

Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-Border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA) of the expected 

session proceedings and to advise the delegations on how to substantively prepare for Agenda items 2-7 of 

the SC session. Logistics and administrative matters are covered in a separate information note. 

 

This document needs to be read together with the Provisional Agenda available from http://bit.ly/3E9snET, 

or   

 

Any suggestions or questions may be sent to the ESCAP Secretariat (wangt@un.org; 

wannarat.charoensri@un.org), to the extent possible before 30 November 2022. 

 

Session Schedule and Plans 
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Session on 12 December 2022 

 

Bangkok and online  

13:30-16:00 (UTC+7) Indochina Time 

Agenda Item 2. Development of 

Plans for Implementation of the 

Framework Agreement  

 

This session will be organized in three parts. First, the ESCAP secretariat will make a presentation to 

provide necessary background information. The representatives from each Party will then deliver a 

http://bit.ly/3E9snET
mailto:wangt@un.org
mailto:wannarat.charoensri@un.org


presentation on the status, key achievements and future plans for implementing the CPTA. This will be 

followed by a panel discussion with invited experts, who will share their views on how to effectively 

implement the CPTA and promote development of cross-border paperless trade, providing inputs for further 

discussion among parties. The tentative Programme of the session is shown in Table 1. 

 

Table 1. Agenda Item 2 (Session on 12 December) 
 

13:30-13:45 Setting the scene: presentation by the secretariat 

 

In this session, the ESCAP secretariat will deliver a presentation on the CPTA and cross-

border paperless trade in the region. The purpose of the presentation is to set the scene 

for discussion 

 

13:45-14:45 Implementation of the CPTA and Cross-Border Paperless Trade by the Parties 

 

In this session, each Party is invited to present the key achievements of its country in 

progressing cross-border paperless trade. Furthermore, each Party is invited to 

highlight whether/ how the CPTA has been implemented and the future plans of 

implementation, if any, in the country. 

 

Note:  

 

1) In preparation for this segment, every party is kindly required to fill in the form in 

Annex 1 on actions taken to implement the CPTA. 

 

2) Each delegation is allowed to present up to 6 minutes to highlight the key 

achievements, major future plans, and key challenges and opportunities for 

implementing the CPTA. Kindly note that the information gathered before the meeting 

will be shared among the Parties.  

 

3) After all the presentations, the floor will be open for further discussions, Q&As. 

 

1345 - 1600 Panel Discussion: Pathway to realizing cross-border paperless trade by utilizing 

the CPTA 

 

In this session, the trade facilitation experts will be invited to share their expertise and 

provide advice to the countries on implementing the CPTA and developing paperless 

including cross-border paperless trade. A few sample questions for the experts include: 

What factors need to be taken into consideration when the action plan is made by the 

Parties? How can the private sector provide a voice to the action plan? 

 

The Standing Committee will have time to ask questions and be involved in 

discussion. 
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Session on 13 December 2022 

 

Bangkok and online  

13:00-16:00 (UTC+7) Indochina Time 

Agenda Item 2. Cont’d 

 
 

 

 

This session comprises two parts. In the first part, A panel session of invited experts will be convened to 

share success stories and lessons learnt on cross-border paperless trade. The Standing Committee will then 

review and refine the draft action plan, contained in a background document sent to each delegation together 

with this information note. 

 

Table 2. Agenda Item 2: Cont’d (13 December) 
 

13:00-14:15 Presentations and discussions by the invited experts 

 

Cross-border paperless trade has been conducted by some countries in the region. 

What are the success stories and lessons learnt? Importantly, Articles 6-14 address 

different legal, technical and institutional issues of the CPTA. How these issues related 

to these Articles have been featured for the selected case studies on cross-border 

paperless trade? 

 

The invited experts will share their expertise related to these questions. The Standing 

Committee will have time to ask questions and be involved in discussion. 

 

14:15-16:00 Development of action plans on implementing the CPTA 

 

In this session, the ESCAP secretariat will present the key issues on action plans for 

implementing the CPTA. The Standing Committee is invited to discuss the action 

plans.  

 

Kindly note: the draft action plan is available from http://bit.ly/3hMfmK8  

 

 

  

http://bit.ly/3hMfmK8
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Session on 14 December 2022 

 

Bangkok and online  

13:00-16:00 (UTC+7) Indochina Time 

Agenda Items 3 – 7 

 
 

 

 

Agenda Item 3. Review of new proposals by parties to the CPTA 
 

The Parties of the CPTA are invited to submit any proposals related to implementing the CPTA which are 

not covered by any Agenda Items of the meeting, To facilitate this process, a Template is prepared for the 

consideration of the Parties and the Parties are advised to fill out this form if a new proposal is to be 

submitted to the Standing Committee (Annex 2).  

 

Furthermore, the Standing Committee is invited to discuss how to attract more countries in Asia and the 

Pacific to accede to the CPTA. As of November 2022, eight countries including Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, 

China, Islamic Republic of Iran, Mongolia, Philippines, Timor-Leste and Turkmenistan. The secretariat 

was informally notified that several countries in the region are close to the finalization of domestic legal 

process for acceding to the CPTA, some of which will be attending as observers.  

 

Agenda Item 4. Review of resource mobilization 
 

The Standing Committee may wish to review alternative measures for mobilizing resources for the effective 

implementation of the CPTA, especially the needs for capacity building and technical assistance.  

 

It is envisaged that discussion of this session will be closely related to Agenda Item 2 on the action plan, as 

different activities under the project will be associated with different resources. 

 

Furthermore, this session will discuss how to engage development partners to support the parties to 

implement the CPTA more effectively. In this connection, development partners will be invited to present 

their initiatives and projects related to cross-border paperless trade in Asia and the Pacific. All participants 

are invited to discuss how to explore the synergies to implement the CPTA. 

 

Agenda Item 5. Operation of the Standing Committee and its subsidiary bodies 
 

With reference to the rules of procedure and terms of reference for the Standing Committee adopted at the 

first session of the Paperless Trade Council (ESCAP/PTA/PTC(1)/2022/6), the Standing Committee will 

discuss operational issues for the Standing Committee and its subsidiary bodies, including the necessity of 

establishing working groups. This session will also discuss the composition of the Standing Committee. 

 

Agenda Item 6. Date and venue of the next regular session 
 

The Standing Committee may wish to decide the date and venue of the next regular session. 

 

Agenda Item 7. Other matters 
 

The Standing Committee may wish to consider other matters not covered under the items mentioned above. 
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Session on 15 December 2022 

 

Bangkok and online  

Starting from 14:00 Hrs. (UTC+7) Indochina Time 

Agenda Item 8. Adoption of the report of the 

Standing Committee on its 1st session 

 
 

 

The Standing Committee will consider and adopt the report on its 1st session. The adopted report will be 

submitted to the 2nd session of the Paperless Trade Council. 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex 1. A Survey of individual action plan of the Parties of the CPTA 

 
Article 

No. Goals 
Tasks Actions 

(in 

sequence) 

Priority 
Potential 

key 

agencies 

Deliverables 
Timeline 

(implementation 

schedule) 

Progress 

made 

Capacity 

building 

needs 

6 Establish a 

national 

policy 

framework 

for paperless 

trade 

Develop and 

implement a 

national policy 

framework for 

paperless trade 

       

Create an 

enabling 

domestic 

legal 

environment 

for paperless 

trade 

Align the 

domestic legal 

framework with 

selected 

international legal 

frameworks and 

best practices 

       

10  

Take into 

account and 

adopt 

available 

and accepted 

international 

legal 

instruments 

Apply selected 

legal instruments 

or relevant 

provisions within 

the legal 

instruments in 

conjunction with 

the result of the 

legal readiness 

assessment 

       

9 Select and 

use relevant 

international 

standards 

and 

guidelines 

Apply selected 

international 

standards and 

guidelines 

       

Participate in the 

development of 

relevant 

international 

standards and best 

practices 

       

 



Article 

No. Goals 
Tasks Actions 

(in 

sequence) 

Priority 
Potential 

key 

agencies 

Deliverables 
Timeline 

(implementation 

schedule) 

Progress 

made 

Capacity 

building 

needs 

7 Develop or 

upgrade 

paperless 

trade 

systems 

consistently 

with the 

general 

principles 

Develop or 

upgrade paperless 

trade systems, 

including single 

window systems, 

consistently with 

the general 

principles of the 

Framework 
Agreement 

       

13 Initiate and 

launch pilot 

projects 

Plan and 

implement pilot 

projects 

       

Report the 

progress of pilot 

projects to the 

Standing 
Committee 

       

8 Develop and 

agree on a 

mutual 

recognition 

scheme for 

exchange of 

trade-related 

data in 

electronic 

form 

Operationalize 

mutual 

recognition 

       

14 Cooperate in 

providing 

technical 

support and 

assistance 

Request and offer 

capacity building 

       

 



 

Annex 2. Template for the Parties to submit any proposals related to implementation of the 

CPTA. 

What the specific objective(s) of the proposal 

(e.g., to promote the CPTA in specific countries 

to support these countries to accede to the 

CPTA) 

 

What are the key activities covered by the 

proposal (e.g., to organize a national workshop, 

carry out background studies, or organize an 

Expert Group Meeting) and the timeline for 

each activity. 

 

Please elaborate the proposal is related to which 

Articles of the CPTA.  

 

 

Please elaborate which stakeholders will be the 

beneficiary of the proposal. 

 

 

Please elaborate which Parties of the CPTA will 

be involved in this proposal 

 

 

Please elaborate which Non-Parities of the 

CPTA (including the countries and Asia and the 

Pacific and other regions in the world) will be 

involved in the proposal. 

 

 

Please elaborate any financial implications for 

conducting the activities under the Proposal. 

 

 

Please elaborate which development partners 

should be involved in the proposal 

 

 

Please provide any other information which is 

not listed above in this Table 

 

 


