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Background 

The Asia-Pacific FDI Network was established in 2011 to promote regional cooperation on FDI. It 
aims to facilitate knowledge sharing and experiences on FDI policy development and promotion 
among FDI policymakers from the region to ensure FDI policies are aligned to support the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development. To this end, the Network enables the effective: 
 

a) sharing of information on recent trends and exchange of experience and best practices 
on key issues concerning national FDI policymaking and promotion;  
 
b) identification of emerging issues and policy responses for the promotion, attraction and 
facilitation of sustainable and inclusive FDI; and 
 
c) identification of key areas that would benefit from increased regional cooperation and 
capacity building, including channels and mechanisms to be developed for that purpose. 

 
This is achieved through the annual Network meetings, which focus on discussing and sharing 
experiences on FDI policy, promotion and facilitation, as well as through regular regional and 
national capacity building workshops and technical assistance projects with FDI Network 
members on sustainable FDI promotion and facilitation. 
  
 In 2018, the Network was integrated into the Asia-Pacific Research and Training Network 
on Trade (ARTNET) to become ARTNET on FDI. More information on ARTNeT on FDI can be 

obtained from the following website: https://artnet.unescap.org/fdi. 

Meeting Context 

COVID-19 considerably disrupted FDI, with global FDI flows collapsing 2020 and falling by 42 per 

cent. Asia and the Pacific, however, proved to be the most resilient region during COVID, with 

flows only mildly declining by 4 per cent in 2020.1 This contributed to Asia and the Pacific 

becoming both the largest destination for and sources of global FDI.2 Global and regional FDI 

rebounded in 2021, driven by accelerated inflows to the East and North-East Asian and South-

East Asian subregions. Despite this, the rebound in FDI flows has been highly uneven across the 

region and sectors. For example, while investor confidence in infrastructure sectors remained 

 
1 ESCAP (2021). Foreign Direct Investment trends and outlook 2021/2022. Available at: 

https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/foreign-direct-investment-trends-and-outlook-asia-and-pacific-20212022. 
2 Asia and the Pacific has been the largest source of global FDI flows since 2018.  

https://artnet.unescap.org/fdi


 

strong in 2021, greenfield FDI, particularly in the manufacturing and services sectors remained 

below pre-pandemic levels.3   

 

Looking ahead, greenfield FDI in the Asia-Pacific region is expected to remain below pre-crisis 

levels in 2022. Access to vaccines, the emergence of COVID-19 mutations, and the evolving 

situation in the Ukraine are expected to put continued downward pressure on FDI levels in 2022 

and heighten competition for FDI among countries, not only countries in the region but also 

globally.  

As the environment for FDI flows becomes more competitive, effective investment promotion 
strategies and a commitment to improving the transparency and predictability of investment 
regimes and further easing investment restrictions will be critical in stimulating more and better 
quality FDI. 

To this end, the 2022 virtual meeting of the FDI Network will focus on discussing two key 
themes: 

1. Sharing experiences, opportunities and challenges for promoting sustainable FDI, including 
through FDI promotion strategy development and implementation; and, 

2. Discussing the interaction and impacts of international and national investment governance. 

Objectives 

The key objectives of the meeting are as follows: 
 

• Discuss regional FDI trends and outlook, especially in sustainable development sectors, 
and facilitate a better understanding of the impacts that current political-economic events 
are having on FDI to and from the region; 

• Share IPA and private sector perspective on FDI in sustainable development sectors; 

• Provide FDI Network members examples of how ESCAP is supporting its member 
States to promote sustainable FDI; 

• Disseminate recent ESCAP knowledge products relevant for the promotion and 
facilitation of sustainable FDI; 

• Discuss recent trends and issues in international investment governance; and, 

• Offer a platform to discuss how international investment agreements can and are 
interacting with national investment laws. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 UNCTAD (2022). Investment trends monitor. Issue 40. Available at: https://unctad.org/system/files/official-

document/diaeiainf2021d3_en.pdf 



 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Tuesday 17 May 2022 

13:00-13:05 Welcome Statement and Introduction 

by Tientip Subhanij, Chief of Investment and Enterprise Development, Trade, 
Investment and Innovation Division (TIID), ESCAP 
 

13:05-14:30 Session 1. Promoting Sustainable FDI to Build Back Better   

Moderator: Rupa Chanda, Director, TIID  

• Global and regional FDI trends and outlook, Henry Loewendahl, 
WAVTeq 

• IPA Experiences in Attracting Quality FDI: India, Dushyant Thakor, 
WAIPA and Invest India  

• IPA Experiences in Attracting Quality FDI: Fiji, Kamal Chetty, 
Investment Fiji  

• IPA Experiences in Attracting FDI in the Digital Economy: Georgia, 
David Tavlalashvili, Invest in Georgia  

• Developing and implementing FDI Strategies to target sustainable 
FDI: How ESCAP is supporting IPAs in the region (Bhutan case 
study), Heather Taylor-Strauss, ESCAP, and Andreas Dressler, 
Managing Director, FDI Center  
 

 

14:30-15:00 Session 2. ESCAP Resources for Promoting and Facilitating 
Sustainable Inward and Outward FDI 

Moderator: Heather Taylor-Strauss, Economic Affairs Officer, IEDS, TIID  

• 2nd Edition of the Handbook on Policies, Promotion and Facilitation of 
Sustainable FDI (formal launch), Douglas van den Berghe, ESCAP 
consultant and CEO NXTZones  

• Policy Toolkit for Maximizing OFDI for Home Country Sustainable 
Development, Jan Knoerich, Kings College of London and Matthew 
Stephenson, World Economic Forum 

15:00-16:00 Session 3. Key Issues in National and International Governance  

Moderator: Julien Chaisse, Professor, School of Law, City University of Hong 
Kong 

• IIA Reform Accelerator, Hamed El-Kady, UNCTAD 

• RCEP and National Investment Law, Sufian Jusoh, Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia (TBC) 

• The interactions between domestic investment laws, international 
economic law and economic development Kehinde Olaoye, City 
University of Hong Kong 



 

• Digital Economy Partnership Agreement – how can it boost FDI in 
the digital economy, and what lessons can IPAs in Asia and the 
Pacific learn? Premila Nazareth, UN ESCAP Consultant. 

• CONNEX Facility – How it supports developing countries in 
negotiating large-scale investment projects and contracts with 
international investors, Sun-Min Kim, GIZ 

16:00-16:15 
 
Sustainable FDI – the private sectors perspective, Nattinee Netraumpai, 
Unilever Thailand and representative of the UN ESCAP Sustainable Business 
Network ( 

 

Wrap up and Closing  

by Tientip Subhanij, Chief of Investment and Enterprise Development, TIID, 
ESCAP 
 

 

 


