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In collaboration with: 

 
 

Interactive Policy Dialogue on the 
Environment-Health Nexus in Asia and the Pacific 

Wednesday 14 September 2022 
10:00 to 16:00 (GMT+7, Bangkok), Virtual 

 

– Speakers’ Profiles – 
 

 

 

Alexander O’Connor 

Assistant Minister for Health and Medical Services, 

Government of Fiji 

 

Hon. Alexander O’Connor is the Assistant Minister for Health and Medical 

Services. He is a member of the Parliament of Fiji for the Fiji First Party. He 

has previously worked in management positions in the private sector. 

 

 

 

 

Anas Ma’ruf,  

Director of Environmental Health, Ministry of Health, Indonesia 

 

Dr. Anas Ma’ruf is the Director of Environmental Health at the Ministry of 

Health of Indonesia.  
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Annika Reynolds 

CEO of GreenLaw; Youth Chair of Environment and Human Rights, 

Australian Lawyers for Human Rights 

 

Annika Reynolds (LLB (Hons)/BINSS ANU 2021) is a young leader in the 

Australian climate justice movement and a non-binary advocate. They are 

the CEO and Founder of GreenLaw, a youth-led research institute 

leveraging the vision of the next generation of lawyers to tackle the climate 

crisis. Annika is also an inaugural Youth Chair of Environment and Human 

Rights at Australian Lawyers for Human Rights. In July 2022, they were 

appointed a Visiting Fellow at the ANU College of Law, their research 

interrogates how human rights and rights of nature impact upon 

environmental decision-making processes. 

 

 

 

Catherine Machalaba 

Principal Scientist, Health and Policy  

EcoHealth Alliance  

 

Dr. Catherine Machalaba supports the EcoHealth Alliance’s efforts to 

operationalize One Health approaches for more coordinated, preventive, 

and cost-effective systems that promote human, animal, and 

environmental health given their integral links. As part of these efforts, she 

works closely on One Health initiatives with a range of governmental and 

intergovernmental partners and initiatives. She was a lead author of the 

World Bank One Health Operational Framework published in 2018. 

She is the Program Officer for the IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) 

Wildlife Health Specialist Group and is a member of the IUCN SSC Policy 

Subcommittee. She has served as Chair of the American Public Health 

Association (APHA) Veterinary Public Health Group and led the 

development of the APHA's One Health policy statement. 
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Dechen Tsering 

Director, Asia and the Pacific Office, UNEP 

Dr. Dechen Tsering is the Director of UNEP’s Asia Pacific Office. She has held 

management and leadership positions with the United Nations and has 

over 30 years of experience in national government and intergovernmental 

organizations including the World Bank. She has been actively involved in 

intergovernmental negotiations as a key negotiator for least developed 

countries and contributed to the establishment of the Least Developed 

Countries Fund and the Least Developed Countries Expert Group. She also 

has experience in the management of complex development projects. 

Dr. Tsering comes to UN Environment Programme (UNEP) from the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change secretariat where she 

served as Director of the Finance, Technology and Capacity-Building 

Programme. In that position, she supported international cooperation on 

mobilization of finance, technology development and transfer and capacity 

building to enable countries to take enhanced action on climate change. 

Prior to that position, she was the Deputy Regional Director of UNEP in Asia 

and the Pacific. 

She holds a Ph.D. from the Federal Institute of Technology, Zurich in forest 

economics and policy. She also has a Master’s Degree from Georgetown 

University and Undergraduate Degrees from UC Berkeley.  

 

 

Dindo Campilan 

Regional Director for Asia, IUCN 

Dr. Dindo Campilan is the Regional Director for Asia for the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). He manages IUCN’s Asia and 

Oceania regional hub, which serves 48 countries through a network of 15 

offices and 300+ staff members. He leads IUCN’s regional portfolio of 

collaborative projects and activities providing science-based knowledge, 

tools, and solutions for the conservation and sustainable use of natural 

resources.  

Previously, Dr. Campilan worked with United Nations agencies and CGIAR 

international research centers – from Latin America to Asia — in 

agriculture, food and environment research and development. He served as 

Asia Regional Director for the International Center for Tropical 

Agriculture/Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical (CIAT) and as 

manager/chief technical adviser on sustainable enterprises for the 

International Labour Organization (ILO).  

He holds a PhD in Agricultural and Environmental Sciences from 

Wageningen University in The Netherlands. 
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Gerda Verburg 

UN Assistant Secretary- General and Coordinator of the Scaling Up Nutrition 

(SUN) Movement 

Dr. Gerda Verburg has served as UN Assistant Secretary-General and 

Coordinator of the Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement since August 

2016. She has been working with the 62 country governments that lead the 

SUN Movement, united with UN agencies, civil society, business and 

donors, in a common mission to defeat malnutrition in all its forms. She was 

appointed by the UN Secretary-General based on her extensive experience 

in politics and international cooperation and is currently serving her third 

term. 

Prior to her appointment, she served as Chair of the Agenda Council for 

Food and Nutrition of the World Economic Forum (WEF), 2014; was elected 

as Chair of the UN Committee on World Food Security (CFS), 2013, and 

served as Permanent Representative of the Netherlands to the United 

Nations Rome-based agencies (FAO, IFAD and WFP) from 2011. 

Dr. Verburg was elected as Chair of the UN Commission on Sustainable 

Development (CSD 17) in 2008, following her appointment the previous 

year as Minister of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality of the Netherlands. 

  

 

Katinka Weinberger  

Chief of Environment and Development Policy Section 

UNESCAP 

Dr. Katinka Weinberger is the Chief of Environment and Development Policy 

Section (EDPS) in UNESCAP. As Chief of EDPS, she is responsible for the 

assessment of key emerging issues related to the environment and the 

2030 Agenda for sustainable development and coordinating regional 

responses, including on climate ambition, ecosystem health and 

environmental governance. She led the establishment of the Asia Pacific 

Forum on Sustainable Development as an annual, intergovernmental and 

inclusive meeting, guiding the region's response to sustainable 

development.  

Before joining EDPS she was the Head of the Centre for Alleviation of 

Poverty for Sustainable Agriculture (CAPSA-ESCAP) and previously worked 

in different senior scientist positions within the Consultative Group of 

International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), with field experience in Asia 

and Africa. 

She holds a doctorate in Agricultural Economics (Dr. sc. agr.) from the 

University of Kiel, Germany 
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Makiko Yashiro 

Ecosystem Management Coordinator, Regional Office for Asia and the 

Pacific, UNEP 

Makiko Yashiro works as a Programme Officer/Regional Coordinator for the 

Ecosystem Management Sub-programme at UN Environment's Regional 

Office for Asia and the Pacific. Working closely with regional and national 

partners, she coordinates UN Environment's work in the field of ecosystem 

management implemented in the region, and provides support to 

governments in implementing biodiversity-related conventions. Before 

joining ROAP in January 2014, she spent eight years at UN Environment's 

headquarters in Nairobi, working for the Division of Environmental Law and 

Conventions (DELC), as well as the Division of Environmental Policy 

Implementation (DEPI). 

In DELC and DEPI, she was involved in the work relating to synergies among 

multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs), the establishment of an 

intergovernmental science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem 

services (IPBES), and the projects relating to ecosystem services economics. 

Prior to joining UN Environment, she worked for the United Nations 

University (UNU) in Tokyo, Japan where she managed projects focused on 

community-centered approaches for environmental management and 

various capacity building programmes. While working for the UNU, she 

spent six months in Sri Lanka where she coordinated UNU's project on 

Inter-linkages: Synergies and Coordination of MEAs in South Asia. Makiko 

holds Master's degree in International Environmental Policy from the 

Monterey Institute of International Studies, California. 

  

 

Minal Pathak 

Senior Scientist, IPCC 

Dr. Minal Pathak is currently a Senior Scientist of Working Group III of the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) where she contributes 

to the mitigation of climate change, i.e. methods for reducing emissions of 

greenhouse gases and enhancing atmospheric sinks as a member of the 

technical support unit (TSU).  

Minal’s areas of expertise include sustainability and co-benefits analysis, 

climate compatible urban development, sectoral mitigation policies 

(Transport & Buildings) and deep decarbonisation scenarios assessment. In 

addition to supporting the development of special reports, she is a member 

of the Organizing Committee of the IPCC Cities Conference. Before Dr. 

Pathak joined the TSU in 2017, she was a visiting scholar at the Department 

of Urban Studies and Planning, MIT and an Associate Professor at CEPT 

University, India.  She holds a PhD in Environmental Science. 
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Nitish C Debnath 

National Coordinator, One Health Bangladesh 

 

Dr. Nitish C Debnath plays an important role in advocacy for the One Health 

Poultry Hub through organising policy dialogues and meetings with One 

Health stakeholders to disseminate research findings for policy change. He 

has chaired One Health Bangladesh since its foundation and has led 10 One 

Health conferences. In the Hub, he is contributing to establishing effective 

communication with communities, including professionals, farmers, traders 

and consumers, with the aim of preventing and controlling avian zoonoses 

and of rational use of antimicrobials. He also is Team Leader for the Fleming 

Fund project in Bangladesh. 

In 2021, Dr. Debnath was invited to become one of 26 global experts 

selected to serve on the One Health High Level Expert Panel convened to 

advise leading global health agencies on the development of a plan to avert 

disease outbreaks with the potential to trigger pandemics. 

He is also a core member of the Board of Directors for the Council on 

International Veterinary Medical Education for Asia, president of 

Bangladesh Veterinary Council, president of the professional organization 

Agriculturist (Krishibid) Institution Bangladesh, and an Associate Fellow of 

Chatham House Global Health. 

 

 

Pema Gyamtsho 

Director General, International Centre for Integrated Mountain 

Development (ICIMOD) 

 

Dr. Pema Gyamtsho is the Director General of the International Centre for 

Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD), a regional knowledge centre 

based in Kathmandu, Nepal.  

He has more than three decades of leadership experience in issues 

pertaining to the environment and sustainability, agricultural research, 

natural research management and planning.  

In his service as ICIMOD’s Director General he builds on his previous 

experience on the organization’s Governing Board, where he was a 

representative of and observer for Bhutan.  

Dr. Gyamtsho also served as Bhutan’s first democratically elected Minister 

of Agriculture and Forest from 2013 to 2018.  
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Richard Florizone 

President and CEO 

IISD 

 

Dr. Richard Florizone is the current President and CEO of the International 

Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD). Part scientist, part strategist, 

he comes to this organization with a strong track record of bringing the 

public and private sectors together to achieve complex goals. With a 

reputation for collaborative leadership, Richard is a firm believer in the 

power of partnership to build institutions and communities that are 

intelligent, inspiring and inclusive. 

From 2013 to 2018 he was the President and Vice-Chancellor of Dalhousie 

University in Halifax, Canada, from 2013 to 2018, where Richard 

championed CAD 500 million in innovation investment to Atlantic Canada 

through joint initiatives such as the Ocean Frontier Institute, a transnational 

research hub dedicated to finding solutions for a healthy marine ecosystem, 

and the Ocean Supercluster, which focuses on creating a sustainable ocean 

economy. 

Richard has held senior leadership roles at the University of Saskatchewan, 

Bombardier Aerospace, the International Finance Corporation (IFC) at the 

World Bank Group, Boston Consulting Group and the Quantum Valley Ideas 

Lab. He currently serves as a Council Member for the China Council for 

International Cooperation on Environment and Development (CCICED). 

Richard holds a Ph.D. in physics from the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT), is a Senior Executive Fellow at the Waterloo Institute of 

Sustainable Energy, and is a Fellow of the Canadian Academy of 

Engineering. 

 

 

Sallie Yang 

Law Division, UNEP 

 

Ms Sallie Yang joined UNEP as a Programme Officer in the Law Division, 

National Environmental Law Unit. She manages UNEP activities contributing 

to the European Union (EU) funded projects ‘Safety across Asia For the 

global Environment (SAFE)’ and ‘Unwaste: tackling waste trafficking to 

support a circular economy’, which are being implemented in partnership 

with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).  

Sallie is a law and policy specialist in environmental crime, particularly in 

the area of counter wildlife trafficking (CWT). Sallie has worked on USAID 

counter wildlife trafficking (CWT) programs since 2014. She led the 

development and implementation of law and policy strategies, 
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strengthened political will, and supported capacity building and the 

development of CWT tools across the ASEAN region. She advanced strategic 

partnerships with government stakeholders, CWT partners and national 

training institutions around policy, law enforcement, prosecution and 

judicial capacity.  

She holds a law degree (LLB, Hons) from the University of London, UK and a 

Masters (MSc) in Environment Management from the National University of 

Singapore (NUS). 

 

 

Sally J Edwards 

Coordinator, Health and the Environment (HAE), Division of Healthy 

Environments and Populations, World Health Organization Regional Office 

for the Western Pacific 

 

Following her Masters in Environmental Epidemiology and Policy from the 

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, she started working in the 

area of Climate Change at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine, working on the Climate Change Adaptation Strategies for Human 

Health (cCASHh) project, focusing on both the observed impacts of extreme 

weather events in Europe as well as the impacts of climate change on 

salmonella and campylobacter infections. 

She started working at the World Health Organization in 2003 and has held 

several positions in various duty stations, including Geneva, El Paso Texas, 

Washington DC, Haiti, Barbados, Brazzaville and Panama.  

She has recently covered a range of topics including early warning systems 

for heatwaves, droughts, and climate sensitive diseases, the initiative on 

promoting an environmentally responsible and resilient health sector, 

sustainable procurement, air pollution, health care waste management, and 

supporting countries of the Region in the area of Climate Change and 

Health. She co-developed the technical notes on environmental public 

Health for COVID-19 response, and has a lot of experience in emergency 

preparedness and response. 

She is currently based in Manila coordinating the regional team on Health 

and Environment issues. 
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Sangmin Nam 

Director of Environment and Development Division, ESCAP 

Dr. Sangmin Nam is the Director of the Environment and Development 

Division at ESCAP.  

Sangmin has over twenty-five years of experience in the formulation and 

implementation of national and regional policies on the environment and 

sustainable development. Prior to his current posting, he worked as Senior 

Economics Affairs Officer at our Subregional Office for East and North-East 

Asia, where he coordinates the North-East Asian Subregional Programme 

for Environmental Cooperation. He played an instrumental role in 

positioning ESCAP as the leading platform for dialogue and cooperation in 

the subregion, including through the annual North-East Asia 

Multistakeholder Forum on Sustainable Development Goals, North-East 

Asia Regional Power Interconnection and Cooperation Forum, North-East 

Asia Clean Air Partnership and North-East Asia Marine Protected Areas 

Network. 

Before joining ESCAP in 2005 as Environmental Affairs Officer at the 

Environment and Development Division, he worked as a policy manager in 

an environmental non-governmental organization, a research professor at 

Hanyang University, and an expert member of the Presidential Commission 

on Sustainable Development, Republic of Korea, where he contributed to 

the formulation of its national sustainable development plan. 

Sangmin Nam holds a doctorate in environmental policy from the University 

of Melbourne and a master’s degree in environmental management and 

development from the Australian National University.  

 

 

Scott Newman 

Senior Animal Health Production Officer, Asia- Pacific Regional Office 

FAO 

Dr. Scott Newman has extensive international experience implementing 

and managing multidisciplinary One Health programs and capacity 

development in Asia, Africa, North America, and Europe in emergency & 

disaster response, animal & zoonotic disease prevention & control, 

sustainable agricultural development, wildlife biology, natural resource 

management & antimicrobial resistance. 

Scott started his career as a wildlife veterinarian & research scientist 

studying seabird biology and ecotoxicology at the Wildlife Health Center - 

University of California Davis. He then became Senior Conservation 

Medicine Scientist at Ecohealth Alliance (previously Wildlife Trust) where he 

conducted ecohealth research. He worked for the Wildlife Conservation 

Society as the global avian influenza network for surveillance coordinator 
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and then joined the Food & Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

(FAO) in 2007 as the Wildlife Health and Ecology Unit Coordinator focusing 

at the ecosystem-wildlife-livestock-human interfaces. Scott served as the 

Senior Technical Coordinator for the Emergency Centre for Transboundary 

Animal Diseases (ECTAD) Program in Viet Nam, followed by Ethiopia, 

focusing on zoonotic disease prevention and control, antimicrobial 

resistance and food safety. 

In 2018, he became the Senior Animal Health & Production Officer at the 

FAO- Regional Office for Africa supporting countries in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Scott is the FAO Secretariat to the Africa Tripartite One Health Regional 

Coordination Group, the FAO focal point for the Africa Global Framework 

for Transboundary Animal Diseases (GF-TADS) and the Delivery Manager for 

the FAO Africa Regional Initiative on Sustainable Production Intensification 

& Value Chain Development.  

He holds a PhD in Integrative Pathology combining Disease Ecology & 

Toxicology from UC Davis, and a Doctorate in Veterinary Medicine (DVM) 

from Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts University. 

 

 

Serge Morand 

Director of Research, 

CNRS-CIRAD 

Dr. Serge Morand is a senior scientist with the French National Centre for 

Scientific Research (CNRS) and the French Agricultural Research Centre for 

International Development (CIRAD). 

He focuses his research on the evolutionary ecology of disease transmission 

with a special interest in the interconnections between biodiversity and 

health, particularly zoonotic infectious diseases, food-borne parasites and 

antimicrobial resistance at human-animal-environment interfaces. Among 

his achievements are his major contributions to establishing Health Ecology 

as a distinct area of research, by linking environment, land use land cover 

changes, biodiversity and the evolutionary ecology and epidemiology of 

zoonotic diseases at the frontiers of human health, animal health and 

conservation biology.  

He has carried out numerous field works in South-East Asia (Thailand, 

Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Philippines) and led several projects on the 

impacts of land use and climate change on biodiversity and health in Asia. 

He has published numerous articles and edited special issues and books on 

these topics. Dr. Morand is currently based in Thailand at the Faculty of 

Veterinary Technology (Kasetsart University), and also Visiting Professor at 

the Faculty of Tropical Medicine (Mahidol University). 
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Sitaramachandra Machiraju 

Senior Agriculture Economist, East Asia & Pacific Region,  

World Bank 

Sitaramachandra Machiraju is a Senior Agriculture Economist in the East 

Asia and Pacific Region of the World Bank. He leads a portfolio of lending 

projects and analytical works in Mongolia and the South East Asia focusing 

on sustainable food systems, One Health and food safety, climate-smart 

agriculture, and private capital mobilization for greening agriculture 

transformation. He has worked on several country programs such as 

Afghanistan, Bhutan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Mongolia, 

Nepal, Philippines, Sri Lanka, and Vietnam.  

Mr. Machiraju is an Indian national and is a Master of Business 

Administration from Said Business School, Oxford University, UK, and a 

Master’s in Management Studies from Banaras Hindu University, India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information 

• Website: 
https://www.unescap.org/events/2022/interactive-policy-dialogue-environment-health-nexus-
asia-and-pacific 

• Contact:   
escap-edd-edps@un.org 
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