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Report of the Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific 
Training Centre for Information and Communication 
Technology for Development on its fifteenth session 

Summary 

The Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific Training Centre for 
Information and Communication Technology for Development held its fifteenth 
session on 26 November 2020. 

The Council reviewed the work of the Centre since its fourteenth session 
and expressed appreciation for the Centre’s contribution to strengthening the 
capacities of member States on using digital technologies for sustainable 
development. It also reviewed the Centre’s administrative and financial status. 

The Council endorsed the Centre’s medium-term strategy (2021–2023) and 
2021 workplan. It welcomed the findings of the evaluation of the Centre and 
supported its recommendations that will contribute to realigning the Centre’s work 
in the new digital era. 

The Council expressed appreciation to the host country, the Republic of 
Korea, for its continued funding support to the Centre, and to other member States 
for their voluntary and in-kind contributions. It called on all member States to 
collaborate and support the Centre’s programmes and activities for capacity-building 
on digital technologies for sustainable development. 
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 I. Matters calling for action by the Commission or brought 
to its attention 

 A. Matters calling for action by the Commission 

1. In view of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic requiring the 
seventy-seventh session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (ESCAP) to be held both in person and online and thus making it 
difficult to conduct the election of a new Governing Council of the Asian and 
Pacific Training Centre for Information and Communication Technology for 
Development by secret ballot as provided for in rule 41 of the Commission’s 
rules of procedure, the Council recommends that the Commission consider 
extending the term of the current members of the Council by one year on an 
exceptional basis and holding the next election at its seventy-eighth session, in 
2022. 

 B. Matters brought to the attention of the Commission 

2. The Council endorses the Centre’s medium-term strategy (2021–2023) 
and 2021 workplan and invites all members and associate members of ESCAP 
to collaborate with the Centre and support its work, including by making 
voluntary and in-kind contributions. 

3. The Council takes note of the final evaluation report on the Centre, 
prepared by the external evaluator, and supports the recommendations contained 
in the report, which will contribute to realigning the Centre’s vision, objective 
and strategy with the new digital era. 

 II. Proceedings 

 A. Report on the administrative and financial status of the Centre 
(Agenda item 2) 

4. The Council had before it the report on the administrative and financial 
status of the Centre. 

5. A summary of operational funding was presented, including the 
institutional funding provided by the host country, the Republic of Korea, 
through the Incheon Metropolitan City and the Ministry of Science and 
Information and Communications Technology, as agreed under the 
Administrative and Financial Arrangement signed by ESCAP and the Republic 
of Korea for the period 2016–2020. The Council was informed that a new 
administrative and financial arrangement for the period 2021–2025 was 
expected to be completed and signed by the end of 2020. 

6. The Council was informed that voluntary contributions had been 
received from the governments of Bangladesh, Cambodia and Macao, China. 
Additional funding had also been received from the Government of Canada to 
support the implementation of information and communications technology 
(ICT) training activities related to the project on catalysing women’s 
entrepreneurship, jointly implemented by the Centre and the Social 
Development Division and the Trade, Investment and Innovation Division of 
ESCAP. 
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7. The Council was informed that national partners continued to provide in-
kind contributions, in the form of logistical, material and human resources, to 
support the roll-out of capacity-building activities as part of the Centre’s training 
programmes. 

8. The Council expressed appreciation to the host country, the Republic of 
Korea, for its continued funding support to the Centre, and to other member 
States for their voluntary and in-kind contributions. 

 B. Work of the Centre since the fourteenth session of the Governing Council 
(Agenda item 3) 

9. The Council had before it the report on the work of the Centre since its 
fourteenth session, which was held in Incheon, Republic of Korea, on 
28 November 2019. A presentation was given by the Director of the Centre. 

10. The Council expressed appreciation to the Centre for continuing to 
provide capacity-building support to member States in the area of digital 
technologies for sustainable development despite the challenges brought on by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

11. The representative of Indonesia said that in light of the pandemic, the 
Centre should add more training courses and localized content to its e-learning 
platform. The representative of Cambodia said that the localization of training 
courses should go beyond translation into local languages to include the use of 
more interactive learning content and media.  

12. The representative of the Russian Federation commended the Centre on 
its achievements and welcomed the increased collaboration with international 
organizations including the International Telecommunication Union and other 
United Nations entities. 

13. The representative of the Philippines recommended that the Centre 
strengthen the virtual delivery for its training activities, for example via webinars; 
give consideration to the area of ICT competency frameworks and standards; 
and address emerging technologies in its training programmes, such as those 
related to the fourth industrial revolution. 

14. The representative of Maldives, attending as an observer, expressed 
appreciation to the Centre for conducting a training session on digital 
government leadership for the country’s senior government officials in July 2020 
and requested the Centre’s continued support for the Government of Maldives 
in the areas of national resilience, development of data-driven services, and 
women and ICT. 

 C. Outcome of the independent evaluation of the Centre 
(Agenda item 4) 

15. A presentation on the outcome of the independent evaluation of the 
Centre was given by the external evaluator.  

16. The final evaluation report included the following recommendations: to 
align the Centre’s objectives and vision with the digital era; to establish an 
advisory group of experts; to add resource mobilization to the agendas of future 
Council sessions; to conduct a strategic needs assessment of member States in 
the area of ICT for development; and to encourage the participation of 
underrepresented subregions and least developed countries in Council sessions. 
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17. The representatives of Bangladesh, the Philippines and the Russian 
Federation recommended that Council members and national partners hold a 
focused dialogue on the results of the evaluation and how to implement the 
recommendations. In that regard, the Centre would be facilitating a series of 
bilateral consultation meetings between Council members and national partners. 

 D. Medium-term strategy (2021–2023) and 2021 workplan 
(Agenda item 5) 

18. The Director of the Centre presented the medium-term strategy 
(2021– 2023) and the 2021 workplan.  

19. The aim of the medium-term strategy was to provide impactful and 
forward-looking programmes for member States on the use of ICT for 
sustainable development, expand the Centre’s footprint in the region and create 
synergy through meaningful partnerships and closer alignment of the Centre 
with ESCAP and United Nations initiatives. The strategy was expected to evolve 
over time to reflect the changing ICT landscape and capacity-building needs of 
member States. 

20. In the medium term, the Centre would strengthen its strategic focus and 
contributions to build back better from the COVID-19 pandemic; deepen support 
to member States not only through training activities but also through advisory 
services and technical assistance; implement a more efficient approach to 
resource mobilization; and improve monitoring and evaluation.  

21. The representative of Bangladesh recommended that the Centre facilitate 
the sharing of knowledge, experiences and innovative practices among countries 
on digital technologies for development.  

22. The representative of the Russian Federation said that the Centre should 
leverage its established programmes and content and that existing training 
modules could be easily updated to account for new technologies and 
applications. 

23. The representative of India said that, in light of the pandemic, the 
Centre’s Virtual Academy was positioned to make contributions on a larger scale. 
The representative recommended that the Centre focus on emerging 
technologies and cybersecurity; design training programmes on the usage and 
impact of ICT in transport, retail, health, education, financial services and 
agriculture; strengthen its policy advisory and technical assistance; and leverage 
blended (offline and online) learning activities in its training programmes. 

24. The representative of Pakistan, attending as an observer, expressed 
appreciation for the Centre’s work, particularly in the area of ICT and women’s 
empowerment. 

 E. Date of and venue for the sixteenth session of the Governing Council 
(Agenda item 6) 

25. It was decided that the secretariat, in consultation with the Council, 
would make the necessary arrangements for the sixteenth session, tentatively 
scheduled to be held in Incheon, Republic of Korea, in November 2021. 

 F. Other matters 
(Agenda item 7) 

26. No other matters were brought to the attention of the Council. 
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 G. Adoption of the report of the Governing Council on its fifteenth session 
(Agenda item 8) 

27. The Council adopted the present report on 23 December 2020. 

 III. Organization 

 A. Opening, duration and organization of the session 

28. The fifteenth session of the Council was held online on 26 November 
2020. 

29. The Deputy Executive Secretary of ESCAP made a statement in which 
he emphasized the increased relevance of the Centre’s work in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, as member States increasingly utilized digital 
technologies to mitigate its impact. Accelerating digital connectivity and 
capacity-building in harnessing digital technologies would be integral to helping 
member States to build back better. The Council had an important role to play 
in charting the Centre’s future course and should align its work with COVID-19 
recovery efforts. 

30. The Chair made a closing statement in which he said that the Republic of 
Korea would continue to provide support to the Centre and called on all member 
States to provide voluntary financial and in-kind contributions to meet the 
growing demand for digital capacity-building. The Chair encouraged the Centre 
to diversify and strengthen its network of experts in order to respond to emerging 
needs in Asia and the Pacific and said that the Government of the Republic of 
Korea was ready to share its expertise and engage with the Centre in developing 
ICT capacity in the region. 

 B. Attendance 

31. The session was attended by representatives of the nine members of the 
Council: Bangladesh; Cambodia; India; Indonesia; Philippines; Republic of 
Korea; Russian Federation; Sri Lanka; and Thailand. 

32. Representatives of the following members and associate members of the 
Commission attended as observers: Armenia; Bhutan; Maldives; Myanmar; 
Pakistan; and Turkmenistan. 

 C. Election of officers 

33. The Council elected the following officers: 

 Chair: Mr. Sungjoon Choi (Republic of Korea) 

 Vice-Chair: Ms. Maria Lourdes Pacis Aquilizan (Philippines) 

 D. Agenda 

34. The Council adopted the following agenda: 

1. Opening of the session: 

 (a) Opening statements; 

 (b) Election of officers; 

 (c) Adoption of the agenda. 
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2. Report on the administrative and financial status of the Centre.  

3. Work of the Centre since the fourteenth session of the Governing 
Council. 

4. Outcome of the independent evaluation of the Centre. 

5. Medium-term strategy (2021–2023) and 2021 workplan. 

6. Date of and venue for the sixteenth session of the Governing 
Council. 

7. Other matters. 

8. Adoption of the report of the Governing Council on its fifteenth 
session. 
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Annex I 

List of documents 

Document Symbol Title Agenda item 

General series    

 Report on the administrative and financial status 
of the Asian and Pacific Training Centre for 
Information and Communication Technology for 
Development 

2 

 Report on the work of the Asian and Pacific 
Training Centre for Information and 
Communication Technology for Development 
since the fourteenth session of the Governing 
Council 

3 

 

 

 
Report on the evaluation of the Asian and Pacific 
Training Centre for Information and 
Communication Technology for Development 

4 

ESCAP/APCICT/GC/2020/1 Report of the Governing Council of the Asian and 
Pacific Training Centre for Information and 
Communication Technology for Development on 
its fifteenth session 

 

Limited series   

ESCAP/APCICT/GC/2020/L.1 Annotated provisional agenda 1 (c) 
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Annex II 

Financial statement of the Asian and Pacific Training Centre for 
Information and Communication Technology for Development for 
the year ended 31 December 2020 
(United States dollars) 

Income  

 Contributions 1 499 436                          

 Interest income 64 626                                         

 Exchange difference -                                    

Total income  1 564 062                       

Less: Expenditure (1 186 472)                    

Net income over expenditure 377 590                            

Fund balance as at 1 January 2020 3 824 597 

Refund to donors -                                        

Fund balance as at 31 December 2020  4 202 187a                       

 
a The balance amount is earmarked for future programmatic and operational 

activities of the Centre. 
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Annex III 

Financial statement of the Asian and Pacific Training Centre for 
Information and Communication Technology for Development for 
the year ended 31 December 2020, by project component 
(United States dollars) 

 
Incheon 

Metropolitan City 
and Ministry of 
Science and ICT 

Joint contribution  
and 

other projects 
Total 

Income       

Contributions  1 426 463                                          72 973                                 1 499 436 

Interest income  59 973                                                         4 653                                         64 626 

Exchange difference -                                                        -                                    -                        

Total income  1 486 436                                          77 626                                 1 564 062 

Less: Expenditure  (1 186 649)                                        177   (1 186 472)  

Net income over expenditure  299 787                                               77 803                             377 590                 

Fund balance as at 1 January 2020 3 525 481                                         299 116                            3 824 597              

Refund to donors/fund transfer  -                                                         -                                        -                           

Fund balance as at 31 December 2020  3 825 268                                       376 919                          4 202 187a  

 
a The balance amount is earmarked for future programmatic and 

operational activities of the Centre. 
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Annex IV 

Cash contributions to the Asian and Pacific Training Centre for 
Information and Communication Technology for Development 
received for the year ended 31 December 2020 
(United States dollars) 

Country/area 
Year ended 

31 December 2020 
Year ended 

31 December 2019 

1. Incheon Metropolitan City and Ministry of Science and ICT   

Republic of Korea (Incheon Metropolitan City)  799 980                     800 000                     

Republic of Korea (Ministry of Science and ICT)  626 483  688 317                     

Subtotal  1 426 463  1 488 317 

2. Korea International Cooperation Agency project   

Republic of Korea  
(Korea International Cooperation Agency) 

 -                     -                     

Subtotal  -  - 

3. Other technical cooperation projects    

Bangladesh 20 000                                  10 000 

Cambodia 2 000                          2 000                          

India -                                  19 960                                 

Macao, China 5 000                          5 000                         

Sri Lanka -  - 

Thailand -  - 

Republic of Korea (Korea Internet and Security 
Agency) 

-  - 

Republic of Korea (Korea Telecom Economics and 
Management Research Institute) 

-                                  -                                  

Republic of Korea (Ministry of Science and ICT)  45 973                                 85 412                       

Subtotal  72 973                        122 372  

Total  1 499 436   1 610 689  

 
________________ 


