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Programme changes for the 2021 programme plan 

Note by the secretariat 

Summary 

The present document contains the proposed changes to the list of 

deliverables for the subprogrammes, as contained in the proposed programme plan 

for 2021 (A/75/6 (Sect. 19)) for which a legislative decision of the Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific is sought. 

The proposed changes are designed to mitigate the possible impact of the 

ongoing coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and to improve the coherence 

of the fascicle. 

The Commission may note that the proposed changes will contribute to the 
achievement of the objectives of the subprogrammes and have no additional regular 

programme budget implications. The proposed changes will affect the total number 

of 2021 planned deliverables, as contained in the proposed programme plan for 

2021. 

The Commission may wish to consider the proposed changes with a view to 

endorsing them for incorporation in the list of deliverables for 2021. 
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Proposed programme changes for the 2021 programme plan 

Deliverable in the proposed 

programme budget for 2021 
Proposed change Justification 

Overall orientation 

A. Facilitation of the intergovernmental process and expert bodies: substantive services for 

meetings (number of three-hour meetings) 

4. Meetings of the Commission (10) Modified to: 

Meetings of the 

Commission (7) 

The Advisory Committee of 

Permanent Representatives 

and Other Representatives 
Designated by Members of 

the Commission, at its 

392nd session, held on 

21 January 2021, agreed 
that the seventy-seventh 

session of the Economic 

and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific would 

be held for three and a half 

days, from 26 to 29 April 
2021, either as a hybrid or 

online meeting, owing to 

logistical challenges posed 

by the coronavirus disease 

(COVID-19) pandemic. 

Subprogramme 2. Trade, investment and innovation 

Objective of the subprogramme: 

The objective, to which this subprogramme contributes, is to strengthen the capacity of member States to 

implement policies and programmes that more effectively harness the potential of trade, investment, 

innovation, technology and enterprise development for sustainable development and regional integration 

in Asia and the Pacific. 

B. Generation and transfer of knowledge: seminars, workshops and training events (number of 

days) 

19. Asia-Pacific Business Forum (1) Delete Development Account 

funding will be used for the 

Asia-Pacific Business Forum 

in 2021. Delivery will 
therefore be reported 

separately, as part of the 

section 35 fascicle.  

The deliverable should be 

deleted to avoid double 

reporting. 
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Deliverable in the proposed 

programme budget for 2021 

Proposed change Justification 

Subprogramme 8, component 5. Subregional activities for development in South-East Asia  

Objective of the subprogramme: 

The objective, to which component 5 of the subprogramme contributes, is to strengthen regional 

cooperation and integration for sustainable development, in line with the subregional priorities of South-
East Asia, including sustainable connectivity, inclusive and equitable societies, the efficient management 

of natural resources and resilient development. 

C. Substantive deliverables: databases and substantive digital materials 

Web page on partnership with ASEAN Delete In 2020, a web page on 

economic and social 

development in South-East 
Asia was launched on the 

Commission’s website. The 

aim of the web page is to 
disseminate information 

about events and knowledge 

products for all South-East 

Asian member States to 
support their efforts in 

achieving inclusive and 

sustainable development and 
in implementing the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 

 

In 2021, content from the 

web page on partnership 
with the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) will be gradually 
migrated to the web page on 

economic and social 

development in South-East 

Asia, with the goal of 
providing information on the 

full range of work under 

component 5. 
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