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Proposals for amending the Intergovernmental Agreement 
on the Trans-Asian Railway Network 

Note by the secretariat 

Summary 

The present document contains proposals by the parties to the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on the Trans-Asian Railway Network for its 
amendment and provides information on the applicable amendment procedures as 
stipulated in the Agreement. The Governments of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Myanmar, Tajikistan, Turkey and Viet Nam have proposed amendments. The parties 
to the Agreement will be invited to consider adopting the proposals. 

 

 I. Introduction 

1. As stipulated in article 6, paragraph 1, of the Intergovernmental 
Agreement on the Trans-Asian Railway Network, the Working Group on the 
Trans-Asian Railway Network is the competent body within which the parties 
to the Agreement consider any amendments proposed. In this connection and in 
line with standing practice, the secretariat informed member States of the 
proposed date of the Working Group meeting and invited the parties to the 
Agreement to submit to the secretariat proposals for amending the Agreement 
pursuant to articles 7, 8 and 9, by means of a note verbale dated 14 December 
2020. 

2. The secretariat received proposals for amending the main text of the 
Agreement, which are subject to the procedure specified in article 7 of the 
Agreement, and proposals for amending annex I to the Agreement, which are 
subject to the procedure stipulated in article 8 of the Agreement. Furthermore, a 
proposal to consider the addition of a new annex to the Agreement has been 
submitted. In keeping with its obligations under article 7, paragraph 3, and article 
8, paragraph 5, of the Agreement, the secretariat circulated the proposals to be 
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considered by the parties at the 7th meeting of the Working Group 45 days before 
the opening of the meeting. In line with the relevant articles of the Agreement, 
after the meeting of the Working Group, the secretariat will communicate all 
adopted amendments to the Secretary-General in his capacity as depositary, for 
circulation to all parties and subsequent entry into force. 

 II. Procedures for amending the Agreement 

 A. Proposals to amend the main text 

3. The Government of Tajikistan has submitted proposals to amend the 
following: 

(a) Article 1, paragraph d; 

(b) Article 6, paragraph 1; 

(c) Article 7, paragraph 2; 

(d) Article 8, paragraph 3. 

4. The texts of these proposals are contained in annex I to the present 
document, for the consideration of the parties at the meeting of the Working 
Group. Accompanying comments from the Government of Tajikistan are 
reproduced in annex IV. 

5. The Working Group is invited to recall that amendments to the main text 
shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the parties to the Agreement present 
and voting at the Working Group meeting (article 7, paragraph 4). These 
amendments shall enter into force 12 months after two thirds of the total number 
of parties to the Agreement have provided notification of their acceptance, after 
the amendments have been circulated by the Secretary-General (article 7, 
paragraphs 4 and 5). In this connection, Working Group members that are not 
parties to the Agreement are reminded that they do not have voting rights in the 
consideration of amendment proposals. 

 B. Proposals to amend annex I to the Agreement 

6. The Governments of Myanmar, Tajikistan and Turkey have submitted 
proposals to amend the alignment of routes contained in annex I to the 
Agreement. The texts of these proposals are contained in annex II to the present 
document for the consideration of the parties at the meeting of the Working 
Group. 

7. Pursuant to article 8, paragraphs 2, 3 and 4, amendments to annex I can 
be proposed (a) by any party in whose territory the subject of the proposed 
amendment is located as long as it does not change a border station; and (b) in 
cases where a proposed amendment changes a border station, after the proposing 
party consults with and obtains the written consent of the neighbouring State 
which shares the border to which the subject of the amendment is connected.  

8. Amendment proposals that meet these legal requirements can be adopted 
by a simple majority of the parties to the Agreement that are present and voting 
at the Working Group meeting (article 8, paragraph 6). Amendments to annex I 
enter into force if, in a period of six months after they are circulated by the 
Secretary-General, less than one third of the parties to the Agreement provide 
notification of an objection. In this connection, Working Group members that 
are not parties to the Agreement are reminded that they do not have voting rights 
in the consideration of amendment proposals. 
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 C. Proposals to amend annex I pending from the 6th meeting of the 
Working Group 

9. At its previous meeting, the Government of Viet Nam had submitted 
proposals to amend annex I to the Agreement. 

10. The parties considered the proposed amendments and noted that, for the 
amendment to the Lao Cai – Ho Chi Minh City line, the consent of the 
neighbouring State which shared the border to which the subject of the 
amendment was connected had not been obtained as required under article 8, 
paragraph 3. In the absence of a representative of Viet Nam at the meeting to 
provide further clarifications on the remaining amendments, including to the 
Hanoi – Dong Dang line, the Working Group decided to postpone the 
consideration and possible adoption of the entirety of the proposal to its next 
meeting, in 2021, and requested the secretariat to follow up accordingly. The 
decision of the Working Group is reflected in paragraph 30 of the meeting report 
(ESCAP/TARN/WG/2019/6). 

11. Against this background, the proposal will be reconsidered at the 7th 
meeting. The text of the proposal is contained in annex II to the present 
document. 

 D. Proposal to consider a new annex to the Agreement 

12. The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran submitted a proposal to 
consider the addition of a new annex, which would be annex III to the 
Agreement, entitled “General principles on electronic information 
exchange/data interchange among railways and between railways and control 
agencies along the Trans-Asian Railway network”. The introduction of a new 
annex to the Agreement would legally and procedurally require the additional 
introduction of amendments to the main text of the Agreement. 

13. The text of the proposed amendments to the main text, as well as the text 
of the new annex, is contained in annex III to the present document for the 
consideration of the parties at the meeting of the Working Group as a package. 
Accompanying comments from the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
are reproduced in annex IV to the present document. 

14. In this connection, the parties may wish to note the following procedural 
sequence needed to introduce a new annex to the Agreement: 

(a) The parties to the Agreement, in the context of the Working Group 
meeting, would be competent to discuss and negotiate the substantive content of 
the proposed annex and agree on the language contained therein and its 
substantive scope; 

(b) Subsequently, in order to make the annex officially part of the 
Agreement, the parties would have to include a reference to it in the main text 
of the Agreement, specifically on how to amend it (similar to the language about 
amending existing annexes). In this connection, the parties will be invited to 
consider the proposed amendments to article 9 of the Agreement, as submitted 
by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran; 

(c) The package of amendments to the main text of the Agreement, 
together with the final negotiated text of the annex would then be considered as 
a whole; 

(d) Once the amendments to article 9 enter into force under the 
procedures established in article 7 of the Agreement, then the new annex would 
become part of the Agreement. 
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 III. Issues for consideration by the Working Group 

15. The parties to the Agreement may wish to discuss and consider the 
adoption of the proposed amendments as contained in annexes I, II and III to the 
present document, in accordance with the procedures stipulated in articles 7 and 
8 of the Agreement.  
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Annex I 

Amendments to the main text of the Intergovernmental Agreement 
on the Trans-Asian Railway Network 

  Amendment proposal from the Government of Tajikistan 

In the main body of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the 
Trans-Asian Railway Network, replace Articles 1 and 6–8 with the following: 

* New text marked in grey bold font, deletions marked in strikethrough text 

Article 1 

Definition of Railway Lines of International Importance 

For the purposes of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Trans-Asian 
Railway Network (the “Agreement”), the term “railway lines of international 
importance” as described in Annex I shall refer to: 

(a) railway lines currently used for regular international transport; 

(b) railway lines, either existing, under construction, or planned, that 
are intended to be used for regular international transport; 

(c) ferry links ensuring continuous transport across seas or lakes 
between terminals in different States or within one State; 

(d) border crossing points, inter-State border points of railways 
with a common and different gauge, gauge interchange stations, ferry 
terminals and rail-connected container terminals where Customs clearance 
facilities/services are provided. 

Article 6 

Working Group on the Trans-Asian Railway Network 

1. A Working Group on the Trans-Asian Railway Network (the “Working 
Group”) shall be established by the United Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific to consider the implementation of the 
Agreement and to consider any amendments proposed. All States which are 
members of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific Parties to the Agreement shall be members of the Working Group. 

2. The Working Group shall meet biennially. Any Party may also, by a 
notification addressed to the secretariat, request that a special meeting of the 
Working Group be convened. The secretariat shall notify all members of the 
Working Group of the request and shall convene a special meeting of the 
Working Group if not less than one third of the Parties signify their assent to the 
request within a period of four (4) months from the date of the notification by 
the secretariat. 

Article 7 

Procedures for amending the main text 

1. The main text of the Agreement may be amended by the procedure 
specified in this Article. 
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2. Amendments to the Agreement may be proposed by any Party to the 
Agreement. 

3. The text of any proposed amendment shall be circulated to all members 
of the Working Group by the secretariat at least forty-five (45) days before the 
Working Group meeting at which it is proposed for adoption. 

4. An amendment shall be adopted by the Working Group by a two-thirds 
majority of the Parties present and voting. The amendment as adopted shall be 
communicated by the secretariat to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
who shall circulate it to all Parties for acceptance. 

5. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 4 of the present 
Article shall enter into force twelve (12) months after it has been accepted by 
two-thirds of the Parties. The amendment shall enter into force with respect to 
all Parties except those which, before it enters into force, declare that they do 
not accept the amendment. Any Party that has declared that it does not accept an 
amendment adopted in accordance with this paragraph may at any time 
thereafter deposit an instrument of acceptance of such amendment with the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. The amendment shall enter into force 
for that State twelve (12) months after the date of deposit of the said instrument. 

Article 8 

Procedures for amending annex I 

1. Annex I to the Agreement may be amended by the procedure specified 
in this Article. 

2. For the purpose of Article 8, a ‘directly concerned Party’ is a Party in 
whose territory the subject of the proposed amendment is located. 

3. Amendments which change an inter-State border point or a border 
station may be proposed only by a directly concerned Party after consulting with 
and obtaining the written consent of the neighbouring State which shares the 
border to which the subject of the amendment is connected. 

4. Amendments that do not change a border station may be proposed by any 
directly concerned Party. 

5. The text of any amendment proposed by any Party shall be circulated to 
all members of the Working Group by the secretariat at least forty-five (45) days 
before the Working Group meeting at which it is proposed for adoption. 

6. An amendment shall be adopted by the Working Group by a majority of 
the Parties present and voting. The amendment as adopted shall be 
communicated by the secretariat to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
who shall circulate it to all Parties. 

7. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 6 of the present 
Article shall be deemed accepted if, during a period of six (6) months from the 
date of the notification, less than one third of the Parties notifies the Secretary-
General of the United Nations of their objection to the amendment. 

8. An amendment accepted in accordance with paragraph 7 of the present 
Article shall enter into force for all Parties three (3) months after the expiry of 
the period of six (6) months referred to in paragraph 7 of the present Article. 
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Annex II 

Amendments to annex I to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the 
Trans-Asian Railway Network 

* New text marked in grey and grey bold font; deletions marked in s trikethrough font 

 1. Amendment proposal from the Government of Myanmar 

In annex I to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Trans-Asian 
Railway Network, under the entry for Myanmar, replace the entry Mandalay – 
Yangon with the following: 

 
Mandalay 
(junction) 

 Lashio – [Muse (border station and break-of-gauge) – (Rueli, China)] 

Kalay – [Tamu (border station and break-of-gauge) – (Jiribam, 
India)] 

Bago 
(junction) 

 Thanpyuzayat Thaton (junction) – [Three Pagoda Pass Hpa-An – 
Myawaddy (border station) – (Three Pagoda Pass Mae Sod, 
Thailand)] 

Thanpyuzayat (junction) – Ye Dawei (junction) – [Htikee (border 
station) – (Ban Phu Nam Ron)] – (Wang Yen, Thailand) 

Yangon (maritime connection)  

 

 2. Amendment proposal from the Government of Tajikistan  

In annex I to the Agreement, under the entry for Tajikistan replace the 
entry Nau – Kanibadam with the following: 

 Spitamen – Istiklol  

Spitamen (border station Tajikistan)  

Khudjand  

Kanibadam (junction) Isfara 

Istiklol (border station Tajikistan)  

 

In annex I to the Agreement, for the remaining lines under the entry for 
Tajikistan, replace the entries Pakhtaabad – Yangi Bazar and Khoshad – 
Kulyab with the following: 

Pakhtaabad – Vakhdat – Yavan Yangi Bazar 

 (Kudukli, Uzbekistan)    

 Pakhtaabad (border station)    

 Regar    

 Dushanbe II    

 Dushanbe I    
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 Vakhdat 

Yavan 

   

 Yangi Bazar    

Khoshad – Kulyab 

 (Amuzang, Uzbekistan)    

 Khoshad (border station)    

 Jaloliddin Balkhi    

 Khatlon (junction)   Yavan – Vakhdat 

 Kurgan Tube (junction)   Yavan 

 Kulyab    

 
 3. Amendment proposal from the Government of Turkey  

In annex I to the Agreement under the entry for Turkey, replace the entry 
Kapikule – Kapikoy with the following: 

(Bulgaria, Europe) 

Kapikule (border station) 

Istanbul  (Marmaray Tunnel) 

Eskisehir (junction)  Alayunt – Balikesir – Izmir (border station, maritime 
connection) 

Ankara 

Irmak (junction) Cankiri – Karabuk – Filyos – Zonguldak (border station, 
maritime connection) 

Kayseri 

Bogazkopru (junction) Ulukisla – Konya – Afyonkarahisar – Usak – Izmir (border 
station, maritime connection) 

Sivas 

Kalin (junction)   Samsun (border station, maritime connection) 

Cetinkaya (junction) Kars (junction, border station and break-of-gauge) – Canbaz 
(border station) – Akhalkalaki, Georgia (transfer station 
and break-of-gauge)  

 Kars (junction) – Dogukapi (border station and break-of-
gauge) – (Akhuryan, Armenia) 

Malatya (junction) – Toprakkale – Adana – Mersin (border 
station, maritime connection) 

Malatya (junction) – Toprakkale – Iskenderun (border 
station, maritime connection) 

Malatya (junction) – Narli (junction) – Islahiye (border 
station) – (Syrian Arab Republic) 
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Malatya (junction) – Narli (junction) – Cobanbey (border 
station) – (Syrian Arab Republic)  

Malatya (junction) – Narli (junction) – Akcakale – Nusaybin 
(border station) – (Syrian Arab Republic)  

Malatya (junction) Toprakkale (junction) – Adana – Mersin (maritime 
connection)  

Malatya (junction) Toprakkale (junction) – Iskenderun (maritime connection) 

Malatya (junction)  Narli (junction) – Toprakkale (junction) – Yenice (junction) – 
Ulukisla (junction) – Konya – Afyonkarahisar – Usak – Izmir 
(border station, maritime connection) 

 

Malatya (junction) 

Tatvan – Van (ferry crossing) 

Kapikoy (border station, Iran) 

(Razi, Islamic Republic of Iran) 

 

In annex I to the Agreement, under the entry for Turkey, after the 
Kapikule – Kapikoy line, add a new line Sivas – Canbaz as follows: 

Sivas – Canbaz 
 

Sivas  
 

Cetinkaya (junction) 
 

Kars (junction) 
 

Canbaz (border station) 
 

(Akhalkalaki, Georgia) 
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 4. Amendment proposal from the Government of Viet Nam 

In annex I to the Agreement, replace the entry for Viet Nam with the 
following:  

Lao Cai – Ho Chi Minh City 

 (Hekou, China)    

 Lao Cai (border station)    

 Dong Anh (junction)   Luu Xa – Quan Trieu 

 Yen Vien (junction)   (connects with Hanoi – Dong Dang line) 

 Gia Lam (junction)   Hai Phong (maritime connection) 

 Hanoi    

 Tan Ap (junction)   [Mu Gia (border station) – (Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic)] 

[Vung Ang (maritime connection)] 

 Dong Ha (junction)   [Lao Bao (border station) – (Lao People’s Democratic 
Republic)] 

[My Thuy (maritime connection)] 

 Da Nang    

 Bien Hoa (junction) 

Di An (junction) 

Sai Gon 

  [Vung Tau (maritime connection)] 

[Hoa Lu (border station) – (Kratie, Cambodia)] 

Hanoi – Dong Dang 

 Hanoi    

 Gia Lam (junction)   (connects with Lao Cai – Ho Chi Minh City line) 

 Yen Vien (junction)   [Chi Linh (junction)] – Cai Lan (maritime connection) 

 Lim (junction)   [Chi Linh (junction)] – Cai Lan (maritime connection) 

 Kep (junction)   [Chi Linh (junction)] – Cai Lan (maritime connection) 

    Luu Xa – Quan Trieu 

 Dong Dang (border station)   

 (Pingxiang, China)    
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Annex III 

Proposal by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the 
addition of a new annex to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the 
Trans-Asian Railway Network 

 I. Proposed amendments to Article 9 

In the main text of the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Trans-Asian 
Railway Network, replace Article 9 with the following: 

* New text marked in grey bold font; deletions marked in strikethrough text 

Article 9 

Procedures for amending annex II and annex III 

1. Annex II and annex III to the Agreement may be amended by the 
procedure specified in this Article. 

2. Amendments may be proposed by any Party. 

3. The text of any proposed amendment shall be circulated to all members 
of the Working Group by the secretariat at least forty-five (45) days before the 
Working Group meeting at which it is proposed for adoption. 

4. An amendment shall be adopted by the Working Group by a majority of 
the Parties present and voting. The amendment as adopted shall be 
communicated by the secretariat to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
who shall circulate it to all Parties. 

5. An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 4 of the present 
Article shall be deemed accepted if during a period of six (6) months from the 
date of the notification, less than one third of the Parties notifies the Secretary-
General of the United Nations of their objection to the amendment. 

6. An amendment accepted in accordance with paragraph 5 of the present 
Article shall enter into force for all Parties three (3) months after the expiry of 
the period of six (6) months referred to in paragraph 5 of the present Article. 

 II. Proposed text for annex III 

* All new text  

Annex III 

General principles on electronic information exchange/data interchange 
among railways and between railways and control agencies along the 
Trans-Asian Railway network 

 A. Background 

1. The aim of the principles is to provide grounds for further harmonization 
of electronic exchange of information/data interchange among railways and 
between railways and control agencies for efficient completion of regulatory and 
operational requirements in international railway transport along the 
Trans-Asian Railway network. 
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2. The main objective of the principles is to provide general guidance to the 
railways to harmonize electronic data exchange practices with the overarching 
objective of increasing the competitiveness of international railway transport 
along the Trans-Asian Railway network. 

3. Parties shall make every possible effort to conform to these principles as 
they are broad in scope and can be used in railways under diverse legal regimes 
and at different levels of development. 

4. The principles encourage the members of the Trans-Asian Railway 
network to use existing standards and practices on electronic information 
exchange/electronic data interchange developed by international railway 
organizations. 

5. The principles could also serve as a basis for developing plurilateral, 
multilateral/regional agreement(s) on harmonizing electronic information 
exchange/data interchange between and among railways. 

 B. Electronic information exchange/data interchange between railways 

The electronic information exchange/data interchange among railways 
shall be guided by the following principles: 

1. For completing the operational requirements in international railway 
transport, electronic data related to the following information may be exchanged 
between the railways: (a) consignment note; (b) train information; (c) movement 
of wagons; and (d) tracking of wagons.  

2. The structure and format of the messages and/or electronic data 
interchange may be harmonized taking into account the existing standards and 
practices already developed by international railway organizations to ensure 
electronic interoperability along the Trans-Asian Railway network.  

3. The seamless flow of electronic information exchange/data interchange 
among the members of Trans-Asian Railway network could be based on a 
harmonized approach that could include the following: (a) use of common 
interfaces for linking different railway systems; (b) compatible methods for 
electronic communication; and (c) common data protection and security 
standards. 

4. The exact content of electronic data interchange/electronic messages 
exchanged could be determined on the basis of bilateral or multilateral 
agreements or arrangements. In this regard, the railways may use the model of 
bilateral and/or multilateral agreements for electronic data 
interchange/information exchange already developed by railway organizations. 

5. The railways are encouraged to electronically interchange data/exchange 
the key messages between them as early as possible and preferably in advance 
of the arrival of the train to minimize the time required for completion of railway 
border crossing formalities. 

 C. Electronic information exchange/data interchange between railways and 
control agencies 

The electronic information exchange/data interchange between railways 
and control agencies shall be guided by following principles: 

1. Railways may establish a special task force consisting of representatives 
from railways and customs and other border agencies to discuss and agree on 
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optimum ways for electronic information exchange/data interchange to meet the 
data requirements of regulatory agencies. 

2. The electronic data interchange/electronic messages received by railways 
under section B, paragraph 1, above could be shared electronically with customs 
and other border agencies, insofar as they relate to the completion of regulatory 
formalities. 

3. Railways and customs may enter into institutional arrangements 
preferably through a memorandum of understanding or similar legal instruments 
clearly indicating the data to be exchanged electronically and related modalities, 
including on acceptance of a consignment note as a customs declaration, where 
feasible and consistent with national regulations. 

4. Railways and customs may develop a harmonized electronic interface to 
share the data and exchange the information required for completing regulatory 
formalities. 

5. Wherever possible railways may use new technologies and non-intrusive 
inspections at the railway border crossings/border interchange stations to 
electronically collect data and information on the rolling stock as well as goods 
and share the data and information electronically with border agencies, including 
customs. 
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Annex IV 

Accompanying comments from the Governments of Tajikistan and 
the Islamic Republic of Iran* 

 I. Comments of the Government of Tajikistan submitted in connection 
with the proposed amendment to article 6, paragraph 1  

1. These changes, in our opinion, are based on the principle of equality of 
the countries that are actually parties to the Agreement due to the fact that, in 
our opinion, the inclusion of all Member States of the United Nations Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific as members of the Working 
Group would violate the above-mentioned principle of equality, since some 
States may refuse to participate in this Agreement, but at the same time will have 
the right to vote in decision-making. This follows from the first sentence in 
article 6, paragraph 1, which states that the Working Group shall be established 
to consider the implementation of the Agreement and to consider any 
amendments proposed (underline added). 

 II. Explanatory note submitted by the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran on introducing a new annex to the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on the Trans-Asian Railway Network, 
annex III 

 A. Background information on the proposed amendment 

1. Iranian Railways is presently working on establishing electronic 
information exchange with the customs and the neighbouring railways for 
seamless flow of information among the regulatory agencies and railways. This 
would support efficient completion of the railway border crossing formalities, 
reducing time and costs and increasing reliability of international railway 
transport. With electronic exchange of data/information it would be possible to 
operate more trains leading to optimal utilization of railway network capacity. 

2. The issue of electronic information exchange among railways and 
between railways and control agencies has lately been getting increasing 
attention from the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP) members and discussion on it have taken place at the 5th and 
6th meetings of the Working Group on the Trans-Asian Railway Network as 
well as at the Committee on Transport at its fifth session. 

3. The 5th meeting of the Working Group on the Trans-Asian Railway 
Network, held in Busan, Republic of Korea, in June 2017, underscored that the 
operational readiness of the Trans-Asian Railway network would improve if 
measures were taken to ease customs clearance procedures at the railway border 
crossings, including through efficient electronic data interchange between 
railways as well as between railways and other stakeholders, such as customs 
and logistics service providers.  

4. In this regard, the Working Group recognized the need for a common 
regulatory framework to govern movement of freight across borders 
(E/ESCAP/TARN/WG(5)/6, para. 16). 

 
 

______________________________ 
* The present annex is being issued without formal editing. 
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5. Accordingly, a draft framework for enhancing the efficiency of railway 
border crossings along the Trans-Asian Railway network and beyond was 
prepared (ESCAP/CTR/2018/3). The draft framework was discussed at the two 
Expert Group Meetings on the Harmonization of the Rules and Regulations for 
Facilitation of International Railway Transport, in Bangkok in September 2017 
and in Ankara in May 2018.  

6. Based on the recommendations of the Regional Meeting on the 
Harmonization of Rules and Regulations for Facilitation of International 
Railway Transport, held in Astana in December 2017, the draft framework was 
submitted to the Committee on Transport at its fifth session, in Bangkok in 
November 2018. 

7. The Committee welcomed the development of the draft framework to 
address inefficiencies in railway border crossing procedures along the 
Trans-Asian Railway network and beyond.  

8. The Committee recalled that rail transport facilitation was crucial for 
increasing railways’ share in the international transport of goods, which would 
not only facilitate intraregional trade but also help to reduce the carbon emissions 
of freight transport (ESCAP/CTR/2018/8, para. 28). 

9. The Committee took note of the four key areas for action identified in the 
draft framework, including (a) electronic information exchange between 
railways and among railways and control agencies, (b) harmonizing customs 
formalities for transit by rail through appropriate arrangement among the 
member countries, (c) dealing efficiently with the break of gauge and 
(d) developing comprehensive indicators and methodological tools to deal with 
the performance of railway border crossings.  

10. The Committee considered that a common understanding of the main 
issues to be addressed in those four areas would be instrumental in ironing out 
inefficiencies in international rail transport (ESCAP/CTR/2018/8, para. 29). 

11. At the 6th meeting this issue was deliberated extensively and the 
Working Group report paragraphs 16 and 17 that are self-explanatory are 
reproduced below (ESCAP/TARN/WG/2019/6). 

12. The Working Group acknowledged the high potential of electronic 
information exchange among various stakeholders to significantly enhance the 
efficiency of international railway transport operations. Linkages between the 
electronic information systems of railways and control authorities could lead to 
the efficient sharing of information and could become a building block for the 
digitization of the transport corridors along the Trans-Asian Railway network as 
well as those linking it to other networks.  

13. At the same time, the Working Group recognized that electronic 
information exchange among railways, driven by scattered initiatives, could 
potentially lead to the development of diverse ways of exchanging information 
electronically. Therefore, to support the harmonization of such initiatives in the 
region, the Working Group requested the secretariat to take further steps in 
facilitating expert discussions and consultations among interested member 
countries with the goal of identifying good practices, performance indicators and 
possible multilateral arrangements, including an annex or protocol to the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on the Trans-Asian Railway Network, in that area 
(underline added). 
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 B. Potential benefits of the amendments 

14. It is evident from above that the issue of electronic information 
exchange/data interchange among railways and between railway and control 
agencies has been getting heightened attention from railways at ESCAP 
intergovernmental platforms.  

15. The coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic is further fast-tracking 
efforts of railways on electronic information exchange/data interchange to 
reduce paper documents and related human interface. Therefore, the efforts of 
the railways in this direction needs to be supported through experience sharing, 
knowledge exchange on good practices and capacity building of railways for 
harmonizing electronic information exchange /data interchange in line with 
international practices.  

16. Accordingly, Iranian Railways believes that the introduction of annex III 
to the Intergovernmental Agreement on the Trans-Asian Railway Network 
would indicate that the Agreement remains cognizant of the emerging needs of 
its members and is being amended to reflect them.  

17. It would also enable ESCAP as a secretariat to the Agreement to provide 
necessary technical assistance/capacity building/advisory services to the 
railways of the region on this important issue. This would ensure that such 
initiatives of the railways create synergies for all the stakeholders further 
encouraging railway transport and its role in the realization of the Sustainable 
Development Goals among member countries. 

_________________ 


