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Annotated provisional agenda 

The present document contains the provisional agenda for the 4th 
meeting of the Working Group on Dry Ports (section I) and the annotations 
thereto (section II). 

 I. Provisional agenda 

1. Opening of the meeting: 

(a) Election of officers; 

(b) Adoption of the agenda. 

2. Status of the Intergovernmental Agreement on Dry Ports. 

3. Policies and issues related to dry ports of international importance. 

4. Development of intermodal transport corridors and multimodal transport 
operations in Asia and the Pacific. 

5. Consideration of proposals for amending the Intergovernmental 
Agreement on Dry Ports. 

6. Enhancing sustainability of freight transport in the decade of action for 
the Sustainable Development Goals. 

7. Other matters. 

8. Adoption of the report of the Working Group on its 4th meeting. 

 II. Annotations 

 1. Opening of the meeting 

 (a) Election of officers 

In accordance with the rules of procedure of the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), the Working Group will elect a 
chair and two vice-chairs, who shall hold office until their successors are elected. 
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 (b) Adoption of the agenda 

Documentation 

Annotated provisional agenda (ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/L.1) 

Annotation 

In accordance with the rules of procedure of ESCAP, the Working Group 
will be invited by the Chair to consider and adopt the provisional agenda, subject 
to such changes as may be necessary.1 

 2. Status of the Intergovernmental Agreement on Dry Ports 

Documentation 

Status of the implementation of the Intergovernmental Agreement on Dry Ports 
(ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/1) 

Annotation 

At its 3rd meeting, the Working Group considered and adopted 
amendments to annex I to the Intergovernmental Agreement on Dry Ports (see 
ESCAP/DP/WG/2019/5). At its 4th meeting, the Working Group will be 
informed about depositary notifications issued and the entry into force of 
amendments to annex I since its previous meeting and about changes in the 
number of parties, if any. 

Member States that have not yet become parties to the Agreement may 
also wish to update the Working Group on their progress towards ratifying, 
accepting, acceding to or approving the Agreement. 

 3. Policies and issues related to dry ports of international importance  

Documentation 

Policies and issues related to dry ports of international importance and the 
development of intermodal transport (ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/2) 

Annotation 

The Working Group will be informed of the policies and issues relating 
to dry ports of international importance and in particular of the persistent and 
emerging issues with regard to their development and operation, including the 
work of the secretariat in that respect. One of the highlighted issues will be the 
deployment and application of digital solutions for dry port operation and their 
contribution to increasing crisis resilience in the context of the coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) pandemic. 

Member States may wish to inform the Working Group about national, 
bilateral, multilateral or subregional plans and projects to develop dry ports of 
international importance in their respective territories and highlight specific 
challenges. In this regard, the Working Group will be invited to share and 
consider policy approaches for the integration of dry ports into supply chains 
and for moving towards a network of interconnected dry ports of international 
importance. 

 
1 The tentative programme, list of participants and documents of the meeting will be 

available online at www.unescap.org/events/2021/4th-meeting-working-group-dry-
ports. 
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Based on these considerations, the Working Group may wish to provide 
additional guidance to the secretariat on its future activities to best assist member 
States in developing dry ports. 

 4. Development of intermodal transport corridors and multimodal transport 
operations in Asia and the Pacific 

Documentation 

Policies and issues related to dry ports of international importance and the 
development of intermodal transport (ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/2) 

Development of intermodal transport corridors in Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/INF/1) 

Harmonization of legal frameworks for multimodal transport operations in Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/INF/2) 

Annotation 

Based on the request the Working Group made at its 3rd meeting 
(ESCAP/DP/WG/2019/5, para. 31), the secretariat will inform the Working 
Group about its ongoing and planned activities to support the development of 
intermodal transport corridors, including transport corridors connecting Asia and 
Europe and dry ports located along such corridors, as well as activities to move 
towards the harmonization of international legal frameworks for multimodal 
transport operations. 

The Working Group will be invited to discuss policy approaches on the 
application of information technologies and for digital transformation of the 
transport corridors. The Working Group will also be invited to provide additional 
guidance to the secretariat on its future activities on this topic. 

 5. Consideration of proposals for amending the Intergovernmental 
Agreement on Dry Ports 

Documentation 

Consideration of proposals for amending the Intergovernmental Agreement on 
Dry Ports (ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/3) 

Annotation 

On 16 December 2020, a note verbale was sent to the parties to the 
Intergovernmental Agreement on Dry Ports, inviting them to submit to the 
secretariat proposals for amending the Agreement. In accordance with article 7, 
paragraph 3, article 8, paragraph 3, and article 9, paragraph 3, of the Agreement, 
the secretariat circulated the proposals to be considered at the 4th meeting of the 
Working Group 45 days before the opening of the meeting.  

The Working Group will be invited to consider the amendment proposals 
as contained in document ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/3. 
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 6. Enhancing sustainability of freight transport in the decade of action for the 
Sustainable Development Goals 

Documentation 

Enhancing sustainability of freight transport in the decade of action for the 
Sustainable Development Goals (ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/INF/3) 

Annotation 

The Working Group will be informed of the efforts to enhance the 
sustainability of freight transport in support of the decade of action for the 
Sustainable Development Goals under the umbrella of the United Nations 
Development Account twelfth tranche project entitled “Promoting a shift 
towards sustainable freight transport in the Asia-Pacific region” being 
implemented by the secretariat. The overarching objective is to deepen 
sustainability considerations in freight transport operations.  

 7. Other matters 

The Working Group may wish to consider other matters brought to its 
attention. 

 8. Adoption of the report of the Working Group on its 4th meeting 

Documentation 

Draft report (ESCAP/DP/WG/2021/L.2) 

Annotation 

The Working Group will consider and adopt the report on its 4th meeting. 

_________________ 


