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Expert Group Meeting on Pacific Perspectives 2022: 
Accelerating Climate Actions 

Concept note and agenda 

 
27-28 October 2022, Hybrid format 

 
Website: https://www.unescap.org/EPO-EGM2022  
Registration link: https://forms.office.com/r/LQbenaQMAq 
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/96996633676 

 

Background and Context 
 
As the world gradually emerges from the socio-economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the ongoing war in Ukraine is setting the Pacific back from recovery with rising energy and food 

prices driving up inflation and living costs. The fallout from these external events has 

implications far beyond threatening the energy and food security of the Pacific, and the ever-
present extreme climate events have further exacerbated these development impacts. 

Together, these ongoing and emerging challenges have not only undermined the progress 

many Pacific countries have made towards achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development Goals but are also pushing the most vulnerable segments of societies further 

behind at all levels.  
 

As the region grapples with these challenges, the Expert Group Meeting (EGM) provides an 

opportunity to focus on climate actions. This is in line with the theme topic of the 2023 
seventy-ninth session of the ESCAP Commission on “Accelerating climate action in Asia and the 

Pacific to 2030 and beyond”. The EGM  will focus on  the priority actions recommended at the 

Fifth Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development (PFSD) held in November 2021, through a 
cross-cutting four-pronged approach centering on: (i) Disaster-Climate-Health Framework; (ii) 

ocean and climate synergies; (iii) climate smart digital trade; and (iv) energy transition (see 

Figure 1). 
 

Scaling up climate action through greater regional cooperation ensures each climate action 

achieves more, creating synergies to achieve climate goals sooner.  A climate action can also 

serve as a catalyst, creating a more enabling environment to ignite or boost other climate 
actions. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unescap.org%2FEPO-EGM2022&data=05%7C01%7Cranhee.kim%40un.org%7Cbab176e5c614486eb87508daacb11da9%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638012173951329326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E%2FpqA9S4KMCnFZKcmTo3RzhE38HBU6G9p46HASLz4D8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2FLQbenaQMAq&data=05%7C01%7Cranhee.kim%40un.org%7Cbab176e5c614486eb87508daacb11da9%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638012173951329326%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4EYn9gdC0b2mjH1gX%2FY7zolIqZw7p%2FVL0mWM1i9I83E%3D&reserved=0
https://zoom.us/j/96996633676
https://www.unescap.org/events/2021/fifth-pacific-forum-sustainable-development-pfsd-2021
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The four focus areas are also in line with the seven thematic areas1 and five strategic 

pathways2of the Pacific Islands Forum’s (PIF) 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent 
endorsed at the 51st PIF Leaders Meeting, 11- 14 July 2022. 

 

In addition, the focus areas correspond with the four dimensions of the United Nations 
Development System, namely People, Prosperity, Planet and Peace, and the corresponding 

key outcomes of the new edition of the United Nations Pacific Strategy – United Nations 

Sustainable Development Strategic Cooperation Framework for the Pacific (UNSDCF) 2023-
2027. 

 

Figure 1: Conceptual framework  

 

 
 
The EGM serves as a platform to kickoff discussion, setting the direction of the Pacific 

Perspectives report, a periodic publication of the United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission (ESCAP) Subregional Office for the Pacific. A soft launch of the Pacific Perspectives 
2022 is scheduled for 7 December 2022 at the Sixth PFSD.  

 

The EGM provides an opportunity to: facilitate and stimulate discussions, and share 

experiences on tackling critical issues the region faces; explore viable Pacific SIDS relevant 
solutions to meet the unique country- and community-specific needs; as well as identify and 

leverage opportunities to advance the achievement of the 2030 Agenda.  

 
 

 

 
1 The seven thematic areas are: (i) Political Leadership and Regionalism; (ii) Resources and Economic 

Development; (iii) Climate Change; (iv) Oceans and Natural Environment; (v) People Centered Development; (vi) 

Technology and Connectivity; and (vii) Peace and Security. 
2 The five strategic pathways are: (i) Governance; (ii) Cultural Values, Inclusion and Equity; (iii) Education, 

Research, and Technology; (iv) Resilience and Wellbeing; and (v) Partnership and Cooperation. 

https://www.forumsec.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/2050StrategyfinalWebV.pdf
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Objectives 
 
The objective of the EGM is to bring together key stakeholders and experts in climate-related 

issues to share views on challenges and experiences in tackling these threats across the Pacific. 

The EGM is expected to explore regional cooperation opportunities for a Climate-Disaster Risk 
Reduction Framework for the Pacific, ocean and climate synergies, climate smart digital trade, 

and energy transition through which climate actions will chart the way forward to recover from 

the multiple crises, getting back on track towards achieving the 2030 Agenda. 
 

The outcome of the EGM is expected to inform and finalize the Pacific Perspectives 2022. 

 

Expected Outputs  
 

The expected outputs of the EGM include: 

 

• Proceedings of the EGM; 

• Four draft chapters, one for each cross-cutting area, namely a Climate-Disaster Risk 

Reduction Framework for the Pacific, ocean and climate synergy, climate smart digital 

trade, energy transition; and 

• Draft Pacific Perspectives 2022. 

 

Organization 
 
The two-day EGM will be organized by the ESCAP Subregional Office for the Pacific and will be 

held in a hybrid format. The format may be subject to change. 

 

Participants 
 

Approximately [30] participants will be invited to the EGM. The targeted participants include 
experts (i.e. academia, civil society, public and private sectors) from the Pacific and beyond,  

and from the Council of Regional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP) agencies and the UN 

system.  
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Tentative Agenda 
 

Day 1 | Thursday, 27 October 2022 

08:30 – 09:00 
(30 minutes) 

Registration  

09:00 – 09:10 

(10 mins) 

Opening Session 
 
Opening Remarks   

 

Andie Fong Toy, Head, ESCAP Subregional Office for the Pacific 

 

09:10 – 09:40 
(30 mins) 

Introduction: Overview of the EGM on Pacific Perspectives 2022 on 

Climate Actions and socio-economic context setting 

 
Sudip Ranjan Basu, Deputy Head & Senior Economic Affairs Officer, ESCAP 

Subregional Office for the Pacific  

09:40 – 10:45 

(65 mins) 

Session 1: Disaster Resilience (Sanjay Srivastava, ESCAP ICT and 
Disaster Risk Reduction Division) 

 
Presentation by Madhurima Sarkar-Swaisgood [ESCAP]   

                                  Lanieta Vereivuna Rokotuiwakaya [Consultant, ESCAP]

   

 
 

Discussions  
 

10:45 – 11:00 

(15 mins) 
Break 

11:00 – 12:30 
(90 mins) 

Session 1: Disaster Resilience (ESCAP ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction 
Division) - continued 

 
Discussions with experts 
 

12:30 – 13:30 
(60 mins) 

Lunch 
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13:30 – 14:45 
(75 mins) 

Session 2: Ocean and climate synergy (Katinka Weinberger, ESCAP 

Environment and Development Division) 
 
Presentation by Manuel Castillo [ESCAP] 
                              Frank Thomalla [Consultant, ESCAP]   
 

 
Discussions  
 

14:45 – 15:00 
(15 mins) 

Break 

15:00 -16:30 

(90 mins) 

Session 2: Ocean and climate synergy (ESCAP Environment and 

Development Division) - continued 

 

Discussions with experts 

16:30 – 17:00 

(30 mins) 

Wrap up of Day 1 

 
Presenter: ESCAP 

 

Day 2 | Friday, 28 October 2022 

09:00 – 09:15 
(15 mins) 

Recap of Day 1 Discussion 

 
Presenter: Sudip Ranjan Basu, ESCAP 

09:15 – 11:15 

(120 mins)  

Session 3: Climate Smart and Digital Trade (Yann Duval, ESCAP Trade, 

investment and Innovation Division)  
  
Presentation by Alexey Kravchenko [ESCAP] 
                             Juan Rodrigo [Consultant, ESCAP]   

 
Discussions 

11:15 – 11:30 
(15 mins) 

Break 

11:30 – 12:30 
(60 mins) 

Session 3: Climate Smart and Digital Trade (ESCAP Trade, investment 
and Innovation Division) - continued 

 

 
Discussions with experts 
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12:30 – 13:30 

(60 mins) 
Lunch 

13:30 – 15:15 
(105 mins) 

Session 4: Energy Transition (Michael Williamson, ESCAP Energy 
Division)  

 
  
Presentation by Kimberly Roseberry [ESCAP] 
                             David Ferrari [Consultant, ESCAP]  
 

Discussions 

15:15 – 15:30 

(15 mins) 
Break 

15:30 – 16:30 
(60 mins) 

Session 4: Energy Transition (ESCAP Energy Division) - continued 

 
 

Discussions with experts 

 

16:30 – 17:00 

(30 mins) 

Closing Session 
 

1. Wrapping up and next steps 
 
Presenter: Sudip Ranjan Basu, ESCAP 

 

2. Closing Remarks 
 
Andie Fong Toy, ESCAP 

  Follow us: 

 

https://www.unescap.org/subregional-
office/pacific 

      

 
https://www.facebook.com/unescappacific/ 

 
@ unescap_pacific  

 

https://www.unescap.org/
https://www.facebook.com/UNESCAP
https://twitter.com/unescap

