
                      

Conclusions and Recommendations 

1. The Expert Meeting on Transport Connectivity and Logistics in Asia and the 

Pacific: promoting international rail connectivity in support of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) took place in Bangkok and online on 13 and 14 

December 2022 with conclusions and recommendations agreed during the extended 

session that took place virtually on 20 December 2022. 

2. It was attended by participants from Ministries of Transport/Railways of invited 

countries including Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Georgia, India, Islamic 

Republic of Iran, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippines, Russian Federation, 

Thailand, Turkey, and Viet Nam. Representative(s) from the following 

organizations also participated: Asian Infrastructure and Investment Bank, 

Organization for Cooperation Between the Railways, Intergovernmental 

Organization for International Carriage by Rail, International Union of Railways, 

and TRACECA. 

3. The workshop was organized according to the 2022 programme of work of the 

Transport Division, ESCAP focusing the linkages of railway transport with the 

Sustainable Development Goals. 

4. During the proceedings, Bangladesh, Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Turkey 

presented various initiatives on further strengthening railway transport in the 

region, including both constructing new rail related infrastructure and soft 

measures. The issue of electronic exchange of information among railways and 

between railways and control agencies was highlighted as of special significance in 

addressing the delays at the railway border crossings and enhancing 

competitiveness of international railway transport operations.  

5. In this context, the meeting discussed the latest developments related to the 

Intergovernmental Agreement on Trans-Asian Railway Network, including the 

proposal of the Islamic Republic of Iran to add a new Annex on guiding principles 

on electronic information exchange among railways and between railways and 

control authorities. 

6. The meeting recalled that the proposal to add such annex was welcomed at the 

seventh meeting of the Working group on the Trans-Asian Railway network held 
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in May 2021. The secretariat brought to the notice of the meeting the Working 

group’s decision as contained in paragraph 8 of the meeting report, i.e. “The Working 

Group invited the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to hold additional technical 

discussions on the substantive content of the proposed annex and agreed to convene a 

special meeting of the Working Group in due course in accordance with article 6, 

paragraph 2, to further negotiate the text of the annex.” 

7. In this context, after a brief overview of the proposed amendment by the secretariat, 

the railways of the Islamic Republic of Iran, presented the rationale for the new 

annex and, considering growing importance of the issue, expressed their full 

readiness to support the finalization of the text for its adoption at next Working 

Group meeting scheduled for 2023.  

8. The secretariat has also presented the inputs on the text of the proposed annex, 

communicated by China during the last meeting of the Working Group.  

9. During the technical review of the text, no further inputs to the text or further 

comments were proposed by any participant from the member countries. However, 

keeping in view the need for internal consultations in the countries on the text of 

the proposed annex it was agreed that further inputs/changes to the text, if any, 

could be submitted to the secretariat latest by 31 January 2023 at jain@un.org with 

cc to wei.li3@un.org  

10. The secretariat informed that this expert group meeting has served the purpose of 

additional technical discussions on the substantive content of the proposed annex in 

terms of request of the previous working group. On the next steps, the secretariat 

informed the Meeting of the legal procedures on introducing new annex, as laid out 

in the article 7 of the agreement.  

11. Accordingly, further considerations of the proposed text would be organized by the 

secretariat via the process of hybrid meeting of the Parties to the Agreement by end 

of May 2023. The amendment as proposed by Islamic Republic of Iran with changes 

suggested by China are attached in both English and Russian 

12. Back-to-back with the expert group meeting, the participants also took part in the 

Special Capacity Building session on promoting the rail connectivity between 

Southeast Asia (SEA) and North and Central Asia (NCA). An exploratory study on 

current state of transport connectivity along with potential that exists for expanding 

trade and transport links between two subregions was presented to the meeting 

participants. Participants were informed that policy brief in English and Russian on 

the matter would be published in due course. 

13. The conclusions and recommendations were agreed at an extended session of the 

EGM that took place on 20 December 2022 from 1300 hrs. to 1500 hrs. Bangkok 

time. 

14. The participants expressed their appreciation to the secretariat for organizing Expert 

Meeting on Transport Connectivity and Logistics in Asia and the Pacific: promoting 
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international rail connectivity in support of SDGs and for organizing a special 

training session on SEA/NCA connectivity. 

                          *************** 


