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Regional Cooperation Mechanism on Low Carbon Transport: 

South and Southwest Asia and Southeast Asia Subregional Consultation and  

Capacity Building Workshop 

 

12 – 13 December 2022 

9:00 – 16:00 (GMT +7) 

 

Meeting Room H, UNCC 

Bangkok, Thailand  

 

Introduction 

 

Following the launch of the ESCAP Regional Cooperation Mechanism on Low Carbon Transport 

in August 2022, the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(ESCAP) is conducting a series of subregional consultation and capacity building workshops to 

mobilize transport ministries and key stakeholders in the Asia-Pacific region to engage in the 

transport and climate change policy process and to help advance the goals of the Paris Agreement 

through transport strategies.  This proposed activity is aligned with the objectives of the Regional 

Action Programme for Sustainable Transport Development in Asia and the Pacific (2022–2026) 

and will contribute directly to its implementation. 

 

The first subregional consultation and capacity building workshop in the series is focused on two 

subregions, 1) South and Southwest Asia (SSWA) and 2) Southeast Asia (SEA).  ESCAP member 

States from these two subregions are invited to share their national low carbon transport goals, 

policy priorities and implementation action, as well as their experience in the development of their 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) and long-term low greenhouse gas emission 

development strategies.  

 

Although the focus of the subregional consultation and capacity building workshop will be driven 

by countries’ priorities, it will touch upon cross-cutting themes for different transport modes, 

including the improvement of vehicle efficiency, transport system optimization, modal shift, 

increasing NDC ambitions through specific transport targets, climate finance, renewable energy, 

just transition, and gender equality. 

 

Objectives 

 

This workshop will focus on the identification of subregional low carbon transport priorities, 

implementation action and the development of a cooperation framework for the Regional 

Cooperation Mechanism on Low Carbon Transport.  It will also strengthen the capacity of 

countries to engage in transport and climate change policy dialogues and processes.  In addition, 

the consultation and capacity building workshop will provide a platform for multi-stakeholder 

engagement.  
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Programme  

Day 1: Monday, 12 December 2022 

Opening of the Subregional Consultation and Capacity Building Workshop 

Time  

 

9:00 – 9:15 

The Opening Session will present the structure and key objectives of the 

workshop. 

 

Speaker: 

• ESCAP  

Session 1: Regional Cooperation Mechanism on Low Carbon Transport  

 

 

9:15 – 10:15 

The Regional Cooperation Mechanism on Low Carbon Transport was 

launched in August 2022 and supported by ESCAP member States as 

mandated in the Regional Action Programme for Sustainable Transport 

Development (2022-2026).  This session will present an overview of the 

Regional Cooperation Mechanism, including its rationale, background, 

planned activities, and expected outcomes.  ESCAP will also share 

complementary low carbon transport initiatives in the pipeline.  

 

Speaker: 

• ESCAP  

 

Questions and Discussion   
Coffee Break (15 min) 

Session 2: Overview of Effective Low Carbon Transport Policies 

 

 

10:30 – 12:00 

There are many ways to reduce carbon emissions in the transport sector.  

This session will present an overview of the different groups of low carbon 

transport policies, as well as existing policy assessment and evaluation 

tools.  Effective policies have been implemented in different parts of the 

world and could be categorized into the following groups.   

 

• Improved design, operations and planning of transport systems 

• Electrification 

• Low-carbon fuels and energy vectors 

• Mode shift and demand management 

• Innovation and up-scaling 

 

ESCAP member States are encouraged to share effective low carbon 

transport policies that have been implemented in their own countries.  

 

Speakers:  

• ESCAP  
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• Yossapong Laoonual, Member, Council for Decarbonising 

Transport in Asia 

• Dominika Kalinowska, Director of Transport Projects, GIZ 

Thailand 

• ESCAP member States   
Lunch Break (60 min) (Lunch will be served in the UNCC Reception Hall) 

Session 3: Global and Regional Low Carbon Transport Initiatives 

 

 

13:00 – 14:30 

There are numerous global and regional low carbon transport initiatives 

that have encouraged the acceleration of the transition to low carbon 

transport.  This session will introduce some of these initiatives and 

identifies relevant initiatives for countries in SSWA and SEA.  

 

Speakers: 

• Alice Yiu, Director, Policy Outreach and Strategic 

Communications, SLOCAT Partnership 

• Jürg Grütter and Johanna Zilliacus, Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) 

• Ganesh Raj Joshi, Researcher, United Nations Centre for Regional 

Development (UNCRD)  

• June Yeonju Jeong, Programme Management Officer, United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)  
Coffee Break (15 min) 

Session 4: National Goals and Subregional Priorities for Low Carbon 

Transport in South and Southwest Asia 

 

 

14:45 – 16:15 

This session provides an opportunity for ESCAP member States in SSWA 

to present their national goals and strategies for low carbon transport.  

Common subregional priorities will also be identified.  

 

Speakers: 

• ESCAP member States  

o Bangladesh 

o Nepal 

o Pakistan 

o Sri Lanka 

o Türkiye 

• Subregional Office SSWA  
Wrap Up of Day 1 



 
 

4 
 

 

16:15 – 16:30 

Discussion outcomes from Day 1 will be highlighted in this session. 

 

Speaker:  

• ESCAP 

 

 

Day 2: Tuesday, 13 December 2022  

Session 5: National Goals and Subregional Priorities for Low Carbon Transport in 

Southeast Asia 

 

Time 

 

9:00 – 10:30 

This session provides an opportunity for ESCAP member States in SEA to 

present their national goals and strategies for low carbon transport.  

Common subregional priorities will also be identified.  

 

Speakers: 

• ESCAP member States 

o Cambodia 

o Indonesia  

o Lao PDR 

o Malaysia  

o Viet Nam 

• Subregional Office SEA  
Coffee Break (15 min) 

Session 6: Subregional Synergies and Differences  

 

 

10:45 – 12:15 

Synergies and differences in low carbon transport policies from the two 

subregions, i.e. SSWA and SEA, will be identified and highlighted in this 

session.  Common challenges will also be discussed.  

 

Speakers: 

• ESCAP 

• ESCAP member States  
Lunch Break (60 min) (Lunch will be served in the UNCC Reception Hall) 

Session 7: Linkages Between Regional and Global Dialogues 

 

13:15 – 14:45 

 

The linkages between regional and global dialogues on low carbon 

transport need to be further strengthened in order to advance the goals of 

the Paris Agreement through greater collaboration.  This session will be 

focused on transport and climate change policy processes, where transport 

stakeholder engagement will be discussed.  

 

ESCAP member States are encouraged to present the transport and 

climate change policy making processes, including stakeholders involved, 
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in their own countries, as well as to share their experiences participating 

in global dialogues.  

 

Speakers: 

• Kenichi Kitamura, Associate Expert, United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)  

• Aditya Mahalana, Researcher, The International Council on Clean 

Transportation (ICCT) 

• Pierpaolo Cazzola, Advisor, University of California, Davis 

• ESCAP member States 

Coffee Break (15 min) 

Discussion and the Way Forward 

 

 

15:00 – 16:00 

 

 

This session includes a discussion on possible models and framework, such 

as the creation of informal working groups, to lead the Regional 

Cooperation Mechanism on Low Carbon Transport forward.  Countries’ 

priorities and preferences will also be discussed.  

 

ESCAP member States are encouraged to share their opinions on the 

way forward based on their low carbon transport priorities.  

 

Speakers: 

• ESCAP 

• ESCAP member States 

 

Questions and Discussion 

 


