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REPORT 
The third session of the SPECA Working Group on Innovation and Technology for 

Sustainable Development (WG on ITSD) was jointly organized by ESCAP and UNECE, in 
hybrid format (in Almaty, Kazakhstan and online through Zoom), and chaired by the 
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan, on 20 July 2022.  
 

Delegations and experts from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan participated in the session, along with representatives of the 
ESCAP and UNECE secretariats. Representatives from other international and regional 
organizations, as well as business and academia, also participated. The list of participants is 
attached as Annex IV. 
 
Opening of the session 
 
 H.E. Mr. Askar Zhambakin, Vice-Minister, Ministry of Digital Development, 
Innovations and Aerospace Industry (MDDIAI) of Kazakhstan, welcomed participants to the 
session. He thanked ESCAP and UNECE for organizing both the session, as well as the 
preceding Expert Group Meeting on Innovation and Technology for Sustainable Development 
and expressed thanks to all the experts who presented at these events. He also highlighted the 
importance of and called for an increase in sub-regional cooperation among the SPECA 
countries on innovation, including the digital and green economy, to ensure a resilient post-
pandemic recovery and accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs).  
 
 Mr. Tae Hyung Kim, Chief, ICT and Development Section, Information and 
Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, ESCAP and Mr. 
Christopher Athey, UNECE Secretary to the SPECA WG on ITSD, welcomed participants to 
the third session of the SPECA WG on ITSD and wished them a productive session. They 
thanked participants of the Expert Group Meeting, held during the previous two days, for 
their active participation and discussion. 
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Election of officers and adoption of the agenda 
 
 The SPECA Working Group elected H.E. Mr. Askar Zhambakin, Vice-Minister, 
Ministry of Digital Development, Innovations and Aerospace Industry (MDDIAI) of 
Kazakhstan, as Chair of the session. The Chair highlighted the efforts of the two Regional 
Commissions in supporting the SPECA countries to enhance their innovation and technology 
policies and the importance of the work of the SPECA WG on ITSD in this regard, including 
through the implementation of the SPECA Innovation Strategy for Sustainable Development 
and joint efforts in establishing the subregional Digital Solutions Center for Sustainable 
Development. The Chair nominated Mr. Altynbek Aitymbetov, Director, International 
Cooperation, MDDIAI, Kazakhstan, to conduct the technical discussions with delegates of the 
SPECA WG on ITSD and lead the adoption of the programme of work and the decisions of the 
session on his behalf. 
  

The WG on ITSD adopted the agenda of its third session. 
 
Outcomes of the Subregional Workshop on Innovation and Technology for Sustainable 
Development  
 
 The UNECE and ESCAP secretariats provided a summary of outcomes of the SPECA 
Expert Group Meeting on Innovation and Technology for Sustainable Development, held on 
19-20 July 2022.  
  

A summary of the outcome of the Expert Group Meeting is attached as Annex II. 
 
Review of activities since the second session of the  SPECA Working Group on ITSD 
 
 Ms. Aida Karazhanova of ESCAP and Mr. Christopher Athey of UNECE briefed the 
Working Group on the activities of the respective secretariats since the second session of the 
WG on ITSD, held on 19-20 October 2021.  
 
 UNECE activities included: i) preparation of the draft UNECE Handbook on 
Supporting Innovative High-Growth Enterprises in the SPECA countries; ii) subregional 
webinar on challenges and opportunities for supporting innovative, high-growth enterprises 
in the SPECA countries, held on 23 December 2021; iii) training for SPECA policymakers on 
supporting innovative high-growth enterprises in the SPECA subregion, held on 15 and 17 
February 2022; iv) follow-up to the discussion paper “Towards technological transformation 
of the SPECA countries” and other activities under the UN Development Account (UNDA) 
project 2023N: “Strengthening innovation policies for SPECA countries in support of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development”, preparation of the draft policy paper on “New 
approaches to innovation policy in the transition context of the SPECA subregion” presented 
to SPECA stakeholders for discussion during a dedicated webinar on 19 May 2022; v) 
publication of the UNECE Innovation for Sustainable development Review of Uzbekistan as 
an UN official publication in 2022; vi) a draft concept note on the SPECA Network of Business 
Incubators and Accelerators for Sustainable Development, presented and discussed at the 
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Expert Group Meeting on ITSD held on 19 July 2022, to contribute to the implementation of 
the SPECA Innovation   Strategy for Sustainable Development. 
 
 ESCAP activities included: i) development and coordination of the Asia-Pacific 
Information Superhighway Action Plan (AP-IS) 2022-2026 with member States.  In this regard 
the member States strategized with bureau members on new opportunities of technical 
collaboration on connectivity for all, digital data and digital technologies and applications; ii) 
analytical reports on the digital landscape of the region and delivery of the methodology of 
the digital transformation index for Asia and the Pacific region; iii) operationalization of a few 
projects, namely: (a) studies on the set up of the subregional Digital Solutions Center for 
Sustainable Development (DSC SD) and the pre-feasibility study, defining three options for 
DSC SD set up roadmap; (b) delivery of the ESCAP instruments and co-hosting with ITTLLDC 
of the prototypes of a single information platform with automation and simulation modules 
for determining compatibility, economic efficiency, and identifying infrastructure projects that 
lend themselves to ICT deployment for smart corridors and the e-resilience monitoring 
dashboard for last mile digital foresight planning scenarios by 2030, (c) project to support the 
frontier of technologies in the pilot countries of Bangladesh, Maldives and Kazakhstan. In 
addition, v) ESCAP secretariat reported on the work of the AP-IS Bureau on the three pillars 
in preparation to the inter-governmental meetings in the region scheduled in 2022.  
 
 
Adoption of the programme of work  
 
 Mr. Christopher Athey of UNECE and Ms. Aida Karazhanova of ESCAP presented the 
updated Programme of Work of the WG on ITSD for July 2022-December 2024.  
 
 The WG adopted the updated Programme of Work (Annex III) and agreed that the 
details of the envisaged activities could be further elaborated in consultation with the host 
countries of these future activities. 
 
Date and venue of the next session of the Working Group on ITSD and other business  
 
 The Working Group agreed to hold its fourth session in 2023 with the exact date and 
venue to be decided through consultations with the SPECA countries. 
 
Adoption of decisions 

 
The proposed draft decisions were adopted by the delegations of SPECA countries. The 

decisions of the session are attached to this report (Annex I). 
 

Closing of the session 
 
The Chair of the session thanked the ESCAP and UNECE secretariats for their support 

on the organization of these important events. He thanked delegates and experts for their 
active participation in the work of this third session of the SPECA Working Group on 
Innovation and Technology for Sustainable Development. 
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Delegates thanked the Government of Kazakhstan for chairing the session and the 

UNECE and ESCAP secretariats for the excellent organization of the session.  
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ANNEX I 
 

DECISIONS 
OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE SPECA WG ON ITSD 

 
 

1. The Working Group on Innovation and Technology for Sustainable Development (WG 
on ITSD) noted with satisfaction the discussions and country presentations at its third session, 
a summary of which will be included in annex to the Report of this session. 
 
2. The Working Group reviewed the activities carried out since its second session and 
expressed its appreciation of the usefulness of these activities for the SPECA countries. 
Delegates noted with satisfaction the activities carried out by the ESCAP and UNECE 
secretariats within the framework of the Working Group.  
 
3. The Working Group welcomed the Action Plan 2022-2026 for the implementation of the 
Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS), which is prepared for adoption by its 
members for the ESCAP Committee on ICT and Science, Technology and Innovation 1 and 
confirmed its support to the implementation of the Action Plan.  
 
4. The Working Group noted that ESCAP members and associate members through the 
ESCAP resolution 78/12 are committed to strengthen digital cooperation at all levels including 
ministerial level and recognized that the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway could provide 
one of the useful regional platforms to promote digital cooperation.  
 
5. The Working Group noted that ESCAP secretariat and the Government of the Republic 
of Korea are co-organizing the “Asia-Pacific Digital Transformation Forum“ and “Asia-Pacific 
Digital Ministerial Conference 2022”, under the theme “Shaping Our Common Future”, on 9-
10 November 2022 in Seoul, Republic of Korea, to promote multi-stakeholders partnerships on 
digital transformation and cooperation, as a follow-up action of the ESCAP resolution 78/1. 
 
6.           The Working Group noted the cross-cutting priority themes of the 69th session of the 
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) on “Promoting circular economy and sustainable use 
of natural resources in the UNECE region”, and of the upcoming theme of the 70th session of 
the ECE on “Digital and green transformations for sustainable development in the UNECE 
region”, and their relevance to the work of the SPECA WG on ITSD. The outcomes of and 
preparations for these sessions of the ECE will be reflected in the implementation of the Action 
Plan of the SPECA Innovation Strategy for Sustainable Development to support circular 
economy and green and digital transformations in the SPECA subregion. The SPECA WG on 
ITSD will explore possible contributions to the respective Commission sessions.   
 

 
1 Committee on ICT, Science, Technology and Innovation, 30 August -1 September 2022 
2 ESCAP/RES/78/1: Bangkok Declaration Commemorating the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific: a Common Agenda to Advance Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific 
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7. The Working Group noted the progress and proposed member states and ITTLLDC to 
continue development of the ESCAPs online toolkits3 on Portal and Simulator for ICT co-
deployment with Energy and Transport Infrastructure and proposed to continue monitoring 
e-resilience under the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS) Action Plan for 2022-
2026. Recognizing that as societies and economies undergo stages of digital transformation, e-
resilience, a concept discovered during the COVID-19 pandemic, will be rapidly growing in 
importance. 
 
8. The Working Group welcomed the proposal to establish a SPECA Network of Business 
Incubators and Accelerators for Sustainable Development under the Action Plan of the SPECA 
Innovation Strategy for Sustainable Development. Such a network could focus on developing 
the potential of business incubators and accelerators to deliver economic, social, and 
environmental benefits across the SPECA subregion. This Network could draw on UNECE 
work being carried out to create a European Transformative Innovation Network (ETIN), 
which will explore how governments can play a catalytic role in supporting transformative 
innovation for sustainable development.  
 
9. The Working Group requested each of the SPECA countries to nominate a focal point 
for implementation of the Action Plan of the SPECA Innovation Strategy for Sustainable 
Development. The first task will be the identification of stakeholders to participate in the 
SPECA Network of Business Incubators and Accelerators for Sustainable Development. 
 
10. The Working Group requested each of the SPECA countries to nominate a coordinator 
for effective systematic interaction with the ESCAP and UNECE secretariats. The Working 
Group also requested the secretariats of ESCAP and UNECE to provide technical assistance on 
the development of a project on development of a harmonized digital code for the SPECA 
countries, in coherence with the environmental code and linked to a pilot area. 
 
11. The Working Group welcomed the completion of the UNECE Innovation for Sustainable 
Development Review of Uzbekistan and planned to follow up capacity building activities to 
support the implementation of policy recommendations. The Working Group highlighted the 
importance of extrabudgetary and in-kind support for the continued implementation of this 
series of national reviews. 
 
12. The Working Group appreciated and supported the initiative of the Government of 
Kazakhstan and ESCAP in setting up the Digital Solutions Centre for Sustainable Development 
(DSC SD) for SPECA members States and Mongolia to promote digital integration in the 
subregion. This would also provide effective digital solutions in the transforming process 
towards an inclusive digital economy and society. In this regard, the Working Group welcomed 
the outcomes of the Survey and the research undertaken by Kazakhstan and ESCAP experts on 
options for the roadmap for setting up the Digital Solutions Center for Sustainable 
Development (DSC SD) for SPECA countries and the respective Action Plan. The participants 

 
3 (i) a single information platform with automation and simulation modules for determining compatibility, 
economic efficiency, and identifying infrastructure projects that lend themselves to ICT deployment for smart 
corridors; (ii) an e-resilience monitoring dashboard, and an associated e-resilience readiness index for last mile 
digital foresight planning scenarios by 2030. 
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stressed the importance of coordinating digital transformation (DT) measures and the DSC SD 
could play an appropriate role given the complementarity of many national programmes and 
projects. The Working Group recommended that the DSC SD could be critical in the 
organization of the DT process and the Center could function as a legally independent 
subregional organization in association with ESCAP, giving priority to the landlocked 
countries of Central Asia and Mongolia, and cooperating with UN organizations through 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Center and the relevant UN entities. The 
Working Group recognized the competence of the “Zerde” National Infocommunication” 
Holding JSC, as one of the leaders in digital transformation in Central Asia.    
 
13  The Working Group welcomed the planned handbook on supporting innovative high-
growth enterprises in the SPECA subregion, building on the experience of the recent webinars 
for the SPECA countries and the UNECE handbook and training series on “Supporting 
Innovative High-Growth Enterprises in Eastern Europe and the South Caucasus”.  
 
14. The Working Group welcomed the development of a policy paper on “New approaches 
to innovation policy in the transition economies of the SPECA sub-region”, based on the recent 
webinar on this topic as well as previous work of the Working Group on technological 
upgrading for sustainable development in the SPECA sub-region, and support to business 
incubators and innovative high-growth enterprises.  
 
15.  The Working Group adopted its Programme of Work for July 2022 - December 2024. 
 
16. The Working Group thanked the donors whose funding greatly contributed to the work 
of the Working Group on developing good practices and standards, analyzing national policies, 
and providing policy advice and capacity building for the implementation of policy reforms. 
The Working Group emphasized the importance of financial and in-kind contributions for the 
success of its capacity-building activities and policy advisory services. It invited member States 
and other donors to continue to provide support to its activities. 
 
17. The Working Group agreed to hold its fourth session in 2023 and that the exact date and 
venue will be decided through consultations with the SPECA countries. 
 
18. The Working Group expressed its sincere gratitude to the representative of the 
Government of Kazakhstan for effective chairing of this third session of the SPECA WG on 
ITSD. 
 
19. The Working Group expressed its appreciation to the secretariats of ESCAP and UNECE 
for their efforts in organizing the third session of the WG, and for their active work in 
supporting the activities of the WG on ITSD. 
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ANNEX II 
 

Summary of the Expert Group Meeting on Innovation and Technology 
 for Sustainable Development 

(Hybrid: Almaty, Kazakhstan, and online, 19-20 July 2022) 
 
ALMATY – On 19-20 July, the Expert Group Meeting (EGM) on Innovation and Technology 
for Sustainable Development was held in Almaty. The Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), together with the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe (UNECE), chaired by the Ministry of Digital Development, Innovations and Aerospace 
Industry (MDDIAI) of the Republic of Kazakhstan with the support of Zerde Holding JSC, 
organized the event. The event was attended by experts from the countries of Central Asia and 
the Caucasus, Republic of Korea, China, India, Mongolia and Australia. 
 
The purpose of the EGM is to discuss the common priorities and approaches to digital 
transformation, as well as to review policy development tools and the case studies. 
 
At the opening of the event within the framework of the first session, H.E. Mr. Askar 
Zhambakin, Vice-Minister, Ministry of Digital Development, MDDIAI, Mr. Tae Hyung Kim, 
Chief, ICT and Development Section, Information and Communications Technology and 
Disaster Risk Reduction Division, ESCAP, and Mr. Christopher Athey, Secretary of the SPECA 
Working Group on Innovation and Technologies for Sustainable Development (SPECA WG on 
ITSD), UNECE, delivered statements. Ms. Aida Karazhanova, Secretary of the SPECA WG on 
ITSD from ESCAP moderated sessions 1-3. 
 
During his opening remarks, H.E. Mr. Askar Zhambakin welcomed participants to the EGM 
and the third session of the SPECA WG on ITSD. He briefly outlined the work on digital 
transformation in Kazakhstan, and progress on improvement of the availability and quality of 
digital infrastructure, with an emphasis on the “Digital Documents” project. He highlighted 
the significance of interstate integration of information systems for the digital development of 
all ESCAP member countries. He also noted the importance of creating a subregional 
specialized organization - the Digital Solutions Centre for Sustainable Development in 
Kazakhstan (DSC SD). The DSC SD will promote the development of global and regional digital 
cooperation, reduce the digital divide between the countries of Central Asia, and coordinate 
efforts in the implementation of the most important initiatives and projects in the field of 
digitalization and crisis management. In addition, H.E. Mr. Askar Zhambakin invited everyone 
to take part in the upcoming Digital Bridge Forum, which will be held in September 28-29, 2022. 
 
Mr. Tae Hyung Kim welcomed the participants and noted the mutual interest of ESCAP and 
Kazakhstan in exploring the possibility of creating a digital solution center to serve countries 
of Central Asia. Mr. Tae Hyung Kim highlighted that the digital divide in the Central Asia 
region deepened due to the pandemic. He also emphasized on the cooperation and 
partnerships between ESCAP and governments including business sectors and social groups. 
To support member States, ESCAP is working with member States to develop the Action Plan 
for 2022-2026 under the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Initiative (AP-IS) and looks 
forward to continuing fruitful collaboration. 
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Mr. Christopher Athey expressed appreciation to the Kazakhstan for their assistance in 
organizing the event and highlighted UNECE support to the SPECA countries in strengthening 
the region's capacity, particularly in the field of innovative entrepreneurship. Policy progress 
in this area will be crucial for a sustainable and resilient recovery after the Covid-19 pandemic 
in the SPECA countries, as well as for accelerating transition to a circular economy and the 
green and digital transformation. Mr. Christopher Athey wished the participants a productive 
discussion. 
 
In the second session of the meeting, Mr. Tae Hyung Kim, presented the Asia-Pacific Digital 
Transformation Landscape and AP-IS Action Plan 2022-2036. He demonstrated the influence 
of Covid-19 on digital transformation. Further, he introduced the assessment tool for digital 
transformation- Digital Transformation Index Framework and highlighted the facts. The Asia 
Pacific is the most divided region in the world in terms of digital transformation. The conflict 
between the increasing demand for connection in Asia-Pacific and the inadept investment 
stressed ESCAP’s actions for advancing digital transformation, including analysis, 
intergovernmental policy dialogues and commitment, publication, and operational projects. 
He also put much emphasis on the government and business driving force. Mr. Tae Hyung 
Kim also highlighted AP-IS, as a regional mechanism for digital cooperation, and the AP-IS 
Action Plan 2022-2026, and introduced future plans and events of ESCAP.  
 
Mr. Arman Abdrassilov, Chairman, JSC Zerde National ICT Holding, introduced the concept 
of “Central Asia as A Single Platform”. In his statement, Mr. Abdrasilov focused on the need 
to create a single digital market in Central Asia by creating sustainable digital infrastructure, 
encouraging flexible policies, and harmonizing regulations to attract investment in the digital 
field of Central Asia, as well as transformation. Mr. Abdrasilov also recalled the need for 
harmonized legislation and regulatory framework for regional integration and digital 
transformation. According to Mr. Abdrasilov, Digital Code can become an effective tool for the 
task. Finally, he shared the examples of the design, development, and maintenance of 
architecture, as well as the experiences in business process reengineering with the example of 
car registration.  
 
Mr. Aitymbetov Altynbek, Director, Department of International Collaboration, MDDIAI, 
presented the draft Roadmap for the DSC SD and three models where DSC SD can function as 
an independent subregional organization. He also highlighted the policy recommendations 
from the survey results of December 2021, aimed to support the development of the DSC SD 
roadmap, regarding the national level, subregional integration, organizational aspects, and 
functional activities, respectively. 
 
Mr. Askar Tazhiyev, Deputy Chairman of the Executive Board, The Kazakhstan Agency for 
International Development Non-Commercial Joint Stock Company, KazAID, stressed that the 
new DSC SD should serve as an accelerator for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Also, the DSC SD “will serve as a facilitator for digital agendas and promote 
collaboration among multiple stakeholders towards identifying market opportunities, sources 
of investment and digital solutions.” 
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Mr. Seitgali Galiyev, Professor, Member-correspondent National Academy of Science of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan, highlighted the potential of digital transformation in the field of 
subsoil use and provided an overview of the development by the  GM company (Kazakhstan) 
of the overview of the technology of Digital Finance Assets (DFA) as an effective tool for an 
innovative economy and its main characteristics, functions, and properties. He presented the 
methodological aspects of the DFA technology. Further, he presented the DFA for subsoil use 
and its investment potential, elaborating on the benefits for issuers and the benefits for financial 
institutions and investors. Meanwhile, he introduced the DFA technology implementation 
mechanism and showed the deployment of DFA for real estate and turnover potential. The new 
project can be initiated based on digitalization and generate new financial opportunities in 
various areas of the economy in countries with economies in transition of the SPECA subregion. 
 
The moderator from ESCAP of this session invited the participants to fill in a questionnaire to 
identify independent ideas and opinions of the experts on the establishment of the DSC SD and 
thanked colleagues from Zerde for arranging upcoming interviews with invited experts during 
breaks for a documentary video that will be developed at the end of the EGM. 
 
In the third session, the progress and challenges in technology applications were presented by 
the speakers from the member States. 
  
Mr. Vahan Hovsepyan, Member, Internet Governance Council, Ministry of High-Tech Industry 
and Co-Chair, Working Group 1-Connectivity for all of AP-IS Action Plan 2022-2026, 
highlighted the technical opportunities of the connectivity for all within the Asia-Pacific region. 
He introduced the background of the initiative and the three working groups on three topics - 
Communication for All, Digital Technologies and Applications, and Digital Data, and 
highlighted 9 targeted actions. Participants may consider the targeted actions, including 
promoting digital connectivity through the use of advanced technologies and strengthening e-
resilience for the digital economy and society, with a focus on infrastructure. 
  
Mr. Semral Aliyev, Head, Digital Technologies and Innovation Department, State Agency for 
Public Service and Social Innovation under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and Mr. 
Sultan Bayramov, Deputy Director, e-Government Development Center at the State Civil 
Service Agency and Social Innovations under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan made 
a presentation and intervention on public services in digital ages and its challenges and 
opportunities. The stages of Azerbaijan's transition from e-government to the concept of digital 
government were highlighted. At the same time, Azerbaijani experts shared their current 
projects in the G2B, G2C, G2G sectors. Further, Mr. Bayramov highlighted ten digital projects, 
with instances of standardized and centralized digital government data exchange system- 
ASAN Bridge, central authentication, and authorization system - ASAN Login, digital 
government portal based on the personal cabinet- myGov, a government payment platform for 
fines utility bills and other payments in a fast, secure and convenient way - ASAN Payment 
and official electronic visa portal to Azerbaijan - ASAN Visa. In his speech, Mr. Kamran 
Ababzade, Senior Adviser of the Department of Sustainable Development and Social Policy of 
the Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Azerbaijan, once again noted that Azerbaijan places 
great emphasis on the development of human capital and innovation. 
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Mr. Bunyod Rakhmatullayev, the representative of the Ministry of Innovative Development of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan, made a presentation after the Azerbaijani colleagues. Mr. 
Rakhmatullayev demonstrated a huge leap in the development of digital transformation, with 
an emphasis on conducting extensive research work. Uzbekistan has a system of state orders 
for research work grant.mininnovation.uz, as of 2022. 671 scientific projects are being 
implemented for a total of 970.4 billion Uzbekistani Som, and the number of specialists sent for 
internships is constantly growing. There is a draft Innovative Development Strategy of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan until 2030. Adhering to the Innovative Development Strategy, 
Uzbekistan aims to develop a continuous innovation ecosystem “Innovation-capital-
innovation”. 
  
Mr. Abubakir Pirov, Department of New Technologies of the Ministry of Industrial 
Technologies of the Republic of Tajikistan, presented the Concept of the Digital Economy. He 
put an emphasis on the general strategies and stages of digital exchange in Tajikistan, especially 
the main initiatives in the first stage of digital exchange until 2025, the second stage from 2026 
to 2030, and the third stage from 2031 to 2040. The Concept is aimed at the digital exchange and 
the construction of a digital exchange ecosystem, and the development of digital foundations 
through the launch of infrastructure projects. 
  
The invited experts discussed the progress and existing problems of the Member States in the 
field of technology application. The moderator invited Mr. Asset Dosymkhanov, Managing 
Director of Zerde Holding, to play the role of a discussant to identify common approaches and 
conclusions from the general session. Mr. Dosymkhanov expressed his gratitude to ESCAP for 
organizing the event and noted the importance of the coincidence of interests of the state and 
citizens, as well as the need to “break down barriers” and planning processes for the long term. 
He also provided feedback to each speaker of the session 3. From the lens of building a full-
fledged economy, States are very closely depending on their neighbors.  According to Mr. 
Dosymkhanov, each country has its own experience in methodology and technology 
development, sharing which can speed up all digital processes. The DSC SD Center can become 
the very instrumental platform where countries can share their experience and promote digital 
initiatives. 
 
Sessions 4-5 were moderated by Mr. Christopher Athey, Secretary of the UNECE, SPECA 
Working Party on Innovation and Technologies for Sustainable Development (SPECA WG on 
ITSD).  
 
During session 4, UNECE Secretariat presented the tools it developed to support innovative 
entrepreneurship, in particular the Handbook on “Business incubators for sustainable 
development in the SPECA sub-region” (intervention by Ms. Lyudmyla Tautiyeva, consultant, 
UNECE) and the work, including trainings and handbook, to support innovative high-growth 
enterprises in the SPECA subregion (intervention by Mr. Kris Boschmans, EFIS Centre, 
Belgium). The interventions of SPECA stakeholders on the topic followed.  
 
Mr. Maksim Buryanov, analyst, Startup Central Eurasia, a project supported by the 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU), presented the Startup Central Eurasia 
initiative - a regional platform providing mentorship services, support to relocation, and other 
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support to startup ecosystem development. The initiative helps to increase the chances of 
startup success and has developed a targeted set of KPIs to measure startup performance, incl. 
vis-à-vis investor expectations. 
 
Ms. Aigul Nurmukhanbetova, Head of the Commercialization Office, Kazakh State 
Agrotechnical University, highlighted the importance of targeted support to university-based 
business incubators and public research organizations that often lack the necessary skills to 
effectively commercialize their inventions.  
 
Mr. Vladimir Popov, Director "KBTU Startup Incubator", JSC "Kazakh-British Technical 
University", highlighted the evolution of business incubators over recent decades, moving 
away from the straightforward provision of workspace to the provision of educational 
programmes and more sophisticated services and networking to incubatees. He stressed the 
need for business incubators from the region to receive better exposure to the international 
scene, invest in building network with peers from abroad and promote learning and exchange 
of practices. Finally, he underlined the importance of choosing the right financial model for 
business incubators that are often operating in survival mode in the SPECA subregion, and 
called for greater cooperation among business incubators, in particular university-based 
business incubators that hold significant potential for promotion of entrepreneurial culture. 
 
Mr. Kamil Akatov, Chairman of the Board of “National Agency for the Development of 
Innovations “QazInnovations”, Kazakhstan, provided an overview of the activities of 
QazInnovations with regard to the development of a well-balanced startup ecosystem across 
all regions of the country, in particular through dedicated training programmes to improve the 
quality of start-ups in the regions. QazInnovations provides tailored support to business 
incubators through mentorship, capacity building, legal and financial assistance.     
 
During session 5, UNECE Secretariat presented ideas for the establishment of a potential 
SPECA Network of Business Incubators and Accelerators and gathered feedback from SPECA 
stakeholders (intervention by Ms. Lyudmyla Tautiyeva, consultant, UNECE), followed by 
discussions among SPECA stakeholders.  
 
Mr. Rustam Makhmudov, Senior Specialist, Division for Innovation and Strategic 
Development, State Agency of Intellectual Property and Innovation “Kyrgyzpatent”, 
Kyrgyzstan, provided an overview of the Agency’s work in developing the innovation 
ecosystem in the country, including the establishment of four Innovation Centers out of 14 
planned, the ongoing StartUp Kyrgystan grant programme and its expansion to cover 
university-based start-up ideas, the introduction of grants for innovative projects across 40 
municipalities, etc. He also highlighted the success of the HighTech Park in Bishkek, whose 
residents reached $25 million in revenues in 2021.  
 
Mr. Vladimir Tsoy, Director C.A.T. Science Accelerator, Uzbekistan, expressed interest in being 
the coordinator of the Network in Uzbekistan and highlighted the importance of “train the 
trainer” technical assistance, as well as expert support in selecting start-up projects and 
evaluation of start-up projects that have undergone acceleration programmes at C.A.T. He also 
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mentioned the gap in skilled personnel for the growing innovation support infrastructure in 
the country, including Innotechnoparks to be established in each of the regions.  
 
Mr. Yuriy Aronskiy, Chairman, Union of Economists of Turkmenistan, informed participants 
about 10 mentorship programmes for start-ups running under a USAID-funded project, but 
startup ecosystem is at nascent stage. He expressed an interest in taking part in the Network 
and cooperating with business incubators and accelerators from other SPECA countries. He 
highlighted that, given limited resources, existing acceleration programmes are very small and 
require technical assistance; “train the trainer” activities would be another form of support. 
 
Mr. Asset Dossymkhanov, Managing Director, JSC Zerde ICT Holding, Kazakhstan, noted the 
importance of building dialogue among local and regional innovation actors and building a 
network of investors, adapting knowledge and best practices from abroad. He also mentioned 
the need to have frameworks to monetize the activities of business incubators and accelerators 
and help to make their activities self-sustaining.  
 
Mr. Erbolat Orazbekuly, Director of the center of commercialization, University of Turan, 
Kazakhstan stressed the importance of such an initiative and expressed an interest in being part 
of the Network through the Association of University-based Business Incubators and 
Accelerators of Kazakhstan (AUBIAK). He highlighted that there is much potential to be 
explored in university-based business incubators outside Almaty and Nursultan in terms of 
innovation, as institutions outside these cities have in some cases been operating suboptimally 
and need further capacity-building to be effective.   
 
Ms. Angela Litvinova, Russian University of Friendship of People, shared recent initiatives 
conducted in the Russian Federation on university start-up support, e.g. Archipelago 2022, and 
expressed an interest in cooperation with SPECA initiatives. She mentioned that introduction 
of two courses into the university curriculum, i.e. on entrepreneurship and on innovation, 
which helped to increase the number of start-up ideas among students.  
 
The second day of the meeting began with a session on best practices in the application of new 
technologies. The session 6 was moderated by Ms. Ayazhan Mukanova, Director of the 
International Cooperation Department, Zerde JSC Holding. 
 
During session 6, Ms. Aida Karazhanova, Economic Affairs Officer, ICT and Development 
Section, ESCAP and Mr. Zorikto Gomboin, Consultant, ICT and Development Section, ESCAP, 
shared the 2020-2022 updates of the e-Resilience Monitoring Dashboard for Digital Foresight 
Planning. Ms. Aida Karazhanova briefed on the e-resilience background, which is under the 
Connectivity for All pillar of Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS) Action Plan 2022-
2026, and she also presented the pillars of e-resilience assessment, indicator set per pillar, and 
ESCAP’s main considerations regarding the assessment. Further, Mr. Zorikto Gomboin 
elaborated on ESCAP’s pillar highlights and policy recommendations for Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, and Tajikistan. Finally, he summarized the change framework reference 
model, the project of the e-Resilience Monitoring Dashboard, and its components.  
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Mr. Hamid Mehmood, Economic Affairs Officer, Space Applications Section, Information and 
Communications Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, ESCAP presented the 
main directions of project implementation and the drought conditions in Central Asia, as well 
as the significance and difficulties of the drought monitoring system in Central Asia and its 
future scenario. He highlighted objectives of the project, outcomes and outputs in the first 
phase (2019-2020), and also the key activities. The Second phase due to be completed in 
December 2023. 
 
Mr. Yuntao Wang, Associate Professor, Chinese Academy of Information and Communication 
Technologies (CAICT) made a presentation on the digital payment systems in three phases. 
The scope of digital payment and elaborate on the transformation of traditional payment 
systems and independent payment systems were highlighted. Advantages and disadvantages 
of centralized payment and decentralized payment and the core infrastructure of the future 
were defined. 
 
Mr. Akhmet Akhmetov, representative of KazAeroSpace LLP, presented the digital twins as a 
best practice of the application of new technologies in Kazakhstan, by using the example of 
Nur-Sultan city.  
 
Mr. Soon Myung Hong, Head, Technical Group & SDG Action Forum; and Chief Executive 
Officer, Korean Professional Engineers Association, presented the smart water resource 
management in response to climate change in the Republic of Korea. He stressed the 
importance of Low Impact Development (LID) stormwater management, as climate change, 
urbanization, and adaptation of climate change account for the urgent need of the management. 
Further, he introduced the Integrated Rainwater, Stormwater & Wastewater Management 
project in Cebu, Philippines, especially the application of innovative technology for the system 
construction, Pipe & Instrument Design(P&ID) of the system, and remote control and operating 
system. He also informed participants of the LID technologies for the treatment of stormwater 
runoff, including rain gardens and tree protectors & vertical infiltrators. He highlighted Korea’s 
Rainwater management case using ICT, the Ubiquitous Management System, and online 
remote control. Finally, he showed the concept of smart city construction using 3D, with the 
instance of the Integrated Water Management System and its planning, design, construction, 
and maintenance via Artificial Intelligence 
 
Mr. Craig McVeigh, Chief Executive Officer, Similie, Australia and Timor-Leste introduced 
their technology platform on Water Supply Monitoring System and the Multi-hazard Early 
Warning System for faster response to risks, which use an end-to-end digital technology system.  
Similie uses cloud-based technologies with IoT for remote data collection. The platform is also 
secured with a private blockchain. He also highlighted their logistics, assets & personnel 
management, taking the Digital Transformation of the Timor-Leste Military as an instance. 
 
Mr. Bramhanand Jha, Senior Consultant, National e-Governance Division, Ministry of 
Electronics & IT, Government of India, firstly, shared with the participants the potential of 
emerging digital technologies (ET) in the global market. Further, he presented ET Initiatives, 
including MeitY Startup Hub, Digital India Dialogues, National AI Portal, and Centres of 
Excellence. He also informed the participants about ET Procurement and ET Products and 
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Services, including AI-enabled conversational bots, Drone based services, and Advanced Geo-
Spatial Technologies. 
 
During the discussions, Prof. Salma Abbasi, Chief Executive Officer, eWorldwide Group UK, 
firstly, stressed the importance to understand the difference between ’isolated digitalization’ 
and ‘holistic digital transformation’. In this regard, she highlighted the importance of the e-
resilience readiness dashboard of ESCAP as a tool in helping ensure that all of the key 
components move forward in an integrated manner to enable resilient sustainable foundation 
for the digital transformation journey. In many countries, including the Central Asia region, 
the emphasis is put on national digital transformation for increasing sustainable development, 
economic growth, and achieving the SDGs. This is the only way to ensure that an integrated 
and impactful transformation can be achieved. To achieve this, it is imperative to bring together 
multi-sectors and multi-stakeholders to ensure every aspect is covered. Prof. Abbasi also stated 
that transportation and logistics system, along with robust integrated supply chain 
management system are critical for us to include in the national and regional digital 
transformation and management systems. This impact and importance of this factor was very 
evident from the recent pandemic experience.  Prof. Abbasi mentioned that she has recently 
developed a holistic concept and model for a ‘Smart Logistics and Supply Chain Center of 
Excellence for Africa’, in collaboration with the Economic Commission of Africa (ECA). She 
also stressed the need to urgently build capacity and resilience across the entire ecosystem to 
make things work in every sector as the impact will be felt, socially, economically, and 
environmentally. She highlighted the importance of integrating critical components such as e-
trade, e-commerce and digital payment, cyber security and data protection, leadership and 
management, and innovation for establishing the ecosystem. 
 
Mr. Dulguun Damdin Od, Executive Director, International Think Tank for Landlocked 
Development Countries (ITTLLDC, Ulaanbaatar), informed on the ESCAP and ITTLLDC tools, 
that are web-based to support the integrated infrastructure corridor planning through the ICT, 
Energy and Transport Infrastructure Co-deployment Information Portal and the compatibility 
Simulator. Moreover, he briefed on the programme of work in this regard for 2022 to Dec. 2024. 
 
The Expert Group Meeting on Innovation and Technologies for Sustainable Development was 
wrapped up by ESCAP, UNECE and MDDIAI and announced the official transition to the 
Third Session of the SPECA Work Group on Innovation and Technologies for Sustainable 
Development, which took place after the lunch break and adopted 19 solutions (See Annex I). 
 
Concluding the SPECA WG on ITSD, the meeting organizers, MDDIAI, ESCAP, and UNECE 
thanked all the participants, the technical staff for organizing the two days work of the EGM. 
Organisers also thanked interpreters for their active and fruitful participation in the work of 
experts in Almaty and online on July 19-20 and all moderators, including the online registration 
and moderation in Zoom that were carried out by Mr. Puyuan Su, Intern, ICT and Development 
Section, IDD, ESCAP and Ms. Zura Kamzinova, Manager, International Cooperation 
Department, JSC National ICT Holding Zerde.
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ANNEX III 
 

PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE SPECA WG ON 
ITSD FOR JULY 2022-DECEMBER 2024 

 

The activities to be carried out by the Working Group on Innovation and 
Technology for Sustainable Development (WG on ITSD) are demand-driven, 
focused on a limited number of priority topics and matched with available 
resources. 

 
ACTIVITIES ENVISAGED FOR JULY 2022-DECEMBER 2024 

 
1. Capacity-building on policy options and practical instruments to promote 

innovation and technology for sustainable development 
 

Objectives: 
 

To strengthen the national capacity of the SPECA countries to advance 
knowledge-based development by developing relevant substantive skills, 
increasing the organizational capacity of the institutions involved, promoting 
regional cooperation and fostering investment in modern infrastructure. 

 
Rationale: 

 
The project is in line with the objectives of the WG on ITSD as specified in its 
Terms of Reference. Implementation is subject to the availability of UNECE 
extrabudgetary funds. 

 
Proposed activities: 

 
(i) Organization of a regional/subregional capacity-building event on innovation and 

technology for sustainable development, possibly in conjunction with an annual 
session of the WG on ITSD; 

 
(ii) Participation of experts from SPECA countries in UNECE policy-oriented 

meetings and capacity-building events on promoting knowledge-based 
development for policymakers and practitioners; and 
 

(iii) Policy advisory services and other events promoting innovation and technology 
for sustainable development at the request of Governments of SPECA countries on 
priority topics, e.g. business incubators, accelerators and innovative high-growth 
enterprises. 

 
2. Implementation of UNECE Innovation for Sustainable Development Reviews 

of selected countries 
 

Objectives: 
 

To increase the role of innovation in promoting further economic development 
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of the SPECA countries. 
 

Rationale: 
 

The project is in line with the objectives of the WG on ITSD as specified in its Terms of 
Reference. Implementation is subject to the availability of UNECE extrabudgetary funds. 

 
Proposed activities: 

 
Undertaking Innovation for Sustainable Development Reviews and capacity 
building support to implementation of policy recommendations in selected 
countries of the SPECA region (envisaged for 2022-2024). 

 
3. Support to SPECA countries to foster innovation to deliver the SDGs 

 
Objectives: 

 
Policy advisory support to SPECA countries to stimulate the private and public 
sector innovation required to deliver the SDGs. 

 
Rationale: 

 
The project is in line with the objectives of the WG on ITSD as specified in its Terms 
of Reference. Implementation is subject to the availability of UNECE extrabudgetary 
funds. 

 
Proposed activities: 

 
(i) Capacity building activities upon request from SPECA countries, for example on 

integrating innovation policies into national strategies for sustainable 
development and supporting participation of SPECA countries in wider UN 
initiatives in support of Agenda 2030; and 

 
(ii) Implementation of the Action Plan of the SPECA Innovation Strategy for 

Sustainable Development, identifying innovative joint initiatives between 
SPECA countries with potential to support delivery of Agenda 2030 within the sub-
region and including support to innovation policy benchmarking among the 
SPECA countries. 

 
 

4. Implementation of ESCAP activities in support to the Asia-Pacific 
Information Superhighway Action Plan 2022-2026 

 
Objectives: 

 
Strengthening institutions to enhance regional cooperation and strengthen 
connectivity through implementation of the Asia-Pacific Information 
Superhighway action plan 2022- 2026. 
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Rationale: 
 

The activities are in line with the objectives of the WG on ITSD as specified in its 
Terms of Reference. Implementation is subject to the availability of ESCAP 
extrabudgetary funds. 

 
Proposed activities: 

 
(i) Participation of stakeholders (policymakers, senior officials and private sector) 

from SPECA countries in the implementation of the action plan 2022-2026 of the 
Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway platform (AP-IS); 

 
(ii) Participation of stakeholders (policymakers, senior officials and private sector) 

from SPECA countries in the Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Steering 
Committee meetings on 29 August 2022 and 2023; 

 
(iii) Participation in the discussions and meetings on establish the Digital Solutions 

Center for Sustainable Development (DSC SD) in Central Asia including the 
development of the roadmap for DSC SD; 

 
(iv) Participation of stakeholders (policymakers, senior officials, and private sector) from 

SPECA countries to the Expert Group Meetings and Subregional Capacity 
Development Workshop (planned in Kazakhstan) and National workshops; 

 
(v) Partnership development to support fibre-optic cable co-deployment 

capitalizing on opportunities created by infrastructure sharing and co-
deployment; 

 
(vi) Facilitation of mobilisation of investment for Operation Models of Trans-Border 

Terrestrial Cable Networks for the Implementation of the Asia-Pacific 
Information Superhighway to foster building of consensus on cross-border, 
cross-sectoral fibre optic co-deployment; 

 
(vii) Monitoring of implementation of the AP-IS action plan 2022-2026. 

 
5. Enhancing national capacities to use ICT for socio-economic development  

Objectives: 

To enhance the capacities of policymakers, government officials and other 
relevant stakeholders to promote, adopt and utilize ICT for achieving national 
sustainable development goals. 

 
Rationale: 

The project is in line with the objectives of the WG on ITSD as specified in its 
Terms of Reference. The activities will be funded through the extrabudgetary 
resources of APCICT and APCTT and co-funding mobilized through national 
and subregional partners. Implementation is subject to the availability of 
APCICT and APCTT funds. 
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Proposed activities: 

 
(i) Conduct capacity-building workshops on APCICT’s flagship ICT for 

development programmes; 
 

(ii) Development of localized versions of the APCICT training modules, targeted at 
SPECA countries; 

 
(iii) Provide advisory services to SPECA countries in areas related to ICT for socio- 

economic development, subject to funding and resource availability; and 
 

(iv) Conduct capacity-building workshops on the application of ICT tools for 
renewable energy resource assessments at the national level in SPECA countries, 
subject to funding and resource availability (APCTT). 

 
6. Capacity development on the utilization of ICT and geospatial information for 
disaster risk reduction 

 
Objectives: 

 
Develop knowledge-based tools for disaster risk management and strengthen 
resilience into development policy and planning of SPECA countries. 

 
Rationale: 

 
The project contributes to the objectives of the WG on ITSD as specified in the 
Terms of Reference, in particular to objective of knowledge-based disaster risk 
reduction and management. Implementation will be financed from the ESCAP 
extrabudgetary funds. 

 
Proposed activities: 

 
(i) Assist SPECA countries to use tailored operational tools and geospatial information 

platform for drought monitoring and early warning. 
 

(ii) ESCAP provides continued support on disaster risk reduction by promoting 
innovative technology applications including ICT and geospatial information. 

 
(iii) Support SPECA countries, upon request, to enhance capacity on forest fire 

monitoring through applications of geospatial information. 
 

7. Strengthen institutional capacity on integrating geospatial and statistical data, 
with a focus on drought monitoring and land accounts in Central Asia 

 
Objectives: 

 
Enhance the institutional capacity of Central Asian countries to integrate 
geospatial and statistical information. 
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Rationale: 
 

The project is in line with the objectives of the WG on ITSD to support drought 
management and land-related SDG challenges including disaster risk 
reduction as specified in its Terms of Reference. 

 
Proposed activities: 

 
(i) Conduct assessment of country profile on drought monitoring and land 

accounts with a diagnostic tool and template (patterned after ESCAP’s 
environment statistics diagnostic tool) to identify policy priorities, available 
information, data sources, stakeholders and institutional mechanisms necessary to 
develop or strengthen the land accounts. 

 
(ii) Organize an inception regional workshop and expert group meetings to discuss 

preliminary estimates of assessment on drought monitoring and land accounts in 
Central Asia region, and assist capacity building on using the System of 
Environmental- Economic Accounting (SEEA) and the framework for 
integration of the geospatial and statistical information. 

 
(iii) Organize high level policy meeting in February 2022 to share key findings and 

methodologies to assess land use- related SDGs implementations. 
 

8. Capacity Development to reduce and mitigate disaster risks in endorheic (inland) 
water basins in Central Asia 

 
Objectives: 

 
Strengthen disaster risk reduction and management for the Aral Basin in Central 
Asia through analytics, sharing of best practices, and regional cooperation efforts 

 
Rationale: 

 
Understanding the risk drivers of water-related disasters in inland water-
basins including the impacts of climate change through advances in earth 
observation, digital elevation modeling, geospatial techniques and high-
resolution climate modeling can support development of regional 
cooperation processes that could significantly address the Aral Sea 
catastrophe from multi-sectoral risk management perspectives. 

 
Proposed activities: 

 
(i) Prepare a literature review, risk modeling, assessing the latest scientific evidence 

on the Aral Sea Crisis using a multi-sectoral and multi-disciplinary approach. 
 

(ii) Prepare an integrated risk assessment of the Basin using the latest advances in 
hydrological modelling, digital elevation modelling and socio-economic 
modelling to demonstrate the impact of the Aral Sea Crisis on economies and 
populations. 
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(iii) Organize a capacity development workshop on preventing and mitigating 
natural disaster of endorheic (inland) water basins and prepare an outcome 
report to submit to the ESCAP Commission at its seventy-eight session. 
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SUMMARY TABLE 
 

 
Area of Activity Lead 

Executive 
Agency 

Timeframe 

Ongoing and planned projects/activities with funding secured or expected. These activities 
would be implemented in mutually reinforcing way. Additional support from interested partners 
would expand the scope and the number of beneficiaries of these projects/activities. 

Capacity-building on policy options and UNECE July 2022- 
December 2024 

 
practical instruments to promote knowledge-  

based development  

  

Implementation of  the  UNECE  project  on UNECE July 2022- 
December 2024 Innovation for Sustainable Development  

Reviews of selected countries  

  

Support to SPECA countries to 
foster innovation to deliver the SDGs 
 

UNECE July 2022- 
December 2024 

Implementation of ESCAP activities in 
support to the Asia-Pacific Information 
Superhighway action plan 2022-2026 

ESCAP July2022 - 
December 2024 

Enhancing national capacities to use ICT for ESCAP July 2022- 
December 2024 socio-economic development and on e-  

resilience  

  

Capacity development on the utilization of 
ICT and GIS for disaster risk reduction 
 

ESCAP July 2022 - 
December 2024 

Strengthen institutional capacity on ESCAP July 2022- 
December 2024 integrating geospatial and statistical data, 

with a focus on drought monitoring and land 
accounts in Central Asia 

 

Capacity Development to reduce and ESCAP July 2022- 
December 2024 mitigate disaster risks in endorheic (inland) 

water basins in Central Asia 
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ANNEX IV 
 

Third Session of the SPECA Working Group on Innovation and Technology  
for Sustainable Development (WG on ITSD) 

and 
Expert Group Meeting on Innovation and Technology  

 (Hybrid: Almaty, Kazakhstan and online) 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
(Almaty4 and online, 19-20 July 2022) 

 
Afghanistan 
 
Mr. Ahmad Masood Latif-Rai, Deputy Minister, Technical and Policy, 
Ministry of Communications and Information Technology (MCIT)  
 
Mr. Nesar Ahmad Abidi, Head, Foreign Relations, MCIT  
 
Mr. Mirwais Naikmal, Director, Plan and Policy, MCIT  
 
Mr. Rahimullah Haqparast, IT Specialist, MCIT  
 
Mr. Enayatullah Atal, IT Specialist, MCIT  
 
 
Armenia 
 
Mr. Arshak Kerobyan, Ministry of High-Tech Industry and Vice-Chair, 
Working Group 3 on Digital Data of Asia-Pacific Information 
Superhighway Initiative Action Plan 2022-2026* 

 
Mr. Vahan Hovsepyan, Member, Internet Governance Council, Ministry of 
High-Tech Industry, Co-Chair of Working Group 1 on Connectivity for All 
of Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Action Plan 2022-2026 

 
   

Azerbaijan 
 
Mr. Kamran Ababszade, Senior Advisor, Sustainable Development and 
Social Policy Department, Ministry of Economy* 
 
Mr. Soltan Bayramov, Deputy Director, E-Government Development 
Center, State Agency for Public Service and Social Innovation* 

 
4 Participants who attended the EGM in-person in Almaty are marked with a star *. 
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Mr. Semral Aliyev, Head, Digital Technologies and Innovation Department, 
State Agency for Public Service and Social Innovation under the President 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan* 
 
Mr. Teymur Abbasov, Chief Adviser, Department of International 
Cooperation, Ministry of Digital Development and Transport  
 
Mr. Fariz Guliev, Member, Executive Board, Innovations Agency 

 
 

Belgium 
 
Mr. Kris Boschmans, European Future Innovation System Centre Asbl 
(EFIS) 

 
 

China 
 
Mr. Yuntao Wang, Associate Professor, China Academy of Information 
and Communications Technology 
 
 
India 
 
Mr. Bramhanand Jha, Senior Consultant, National e-Governance Division, 
Ministry of Electronics & IT, Government of India, Alternative for Vice-
Chair, Working Group 2: Digital Technologies and Applications, Asia-
Pacific Information Superhighway Initiative Action Plan 2022-2026 
 
 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
 
Ms. Ariana Nouri, Official Expert, Innovation and Sustainable Development 
Program, Iranian National Team of Inventions and Innovations 
 
 
Nepal 
 
Mr. Sundar Bahadur Sheni, President, Society for International Law and 
Public Policy 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
- 25 - 

 

Kazakhstan 
 
H.E. Mr. Askar Zhambakin, Vice-Minister, Ministry of Digital Development, 
Innovations and Aerospace Industry (MDDIAI)* 
 
Mr. Aitymbetov Altynbek, Director, Department of International 
Collaboration, MDDIAI*, Vice-Chair of Working Group 1 on Connectivity 
for All of Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway Action Plan 2022-2026 

 
Mr. Nurbolat Alimbayev, Deputy Permanent Representative of Kazakhstan 
to ESCAP, Permanent Mission of Kazakhstan to ESCAP 
 
Mr. Askar Tazhiyev, Deputy Chairman of the Executive Board, The 
Kazakhstan Agency for International Development Non-Commercial Joint 
Stock Company, KazAID* 

 
Kazakhstan: JSC Zerde National ICT Holding 
 
Mr. Arman Abdrassilov, Chairman, JSC Zerde National ICT Holding  
 
Ms. Ayazhan Mukanova, Director, International Cooperation Department, 
JSC Zerde ICT Holding* 
 
Mr. Asset Dossymkhanov, Managing Director, JSC Zerde ICT Holding and 
Alternate Vice-Chair, Working Group 1: Connectivity for All, Asia-Pacific 
Information Superhighway Steering Committee* 
 
Ms. Zura Kamzinova, Manager, International Cooperation Department, JSC 
Zerde ICT Holding* 
 
Mr. Khamidullin Alibek, Press Secretary, JSC “Zerde” National 
Infocommunication Holding* 
 
Ms. Zaure Mukanova, Manager, JSC Zerde ICT Holding 
 
 
Kazakhstan: Academia and Private Sector 

 
Mr. Seitgali Galiyev (PhD), Professor, Member-correspondent National 
Academy of Science 
 
Ms. Madina Pirmanova, Business Trainer, JSC “Science Fund”  
 
Mr. Kamil Akatov, Chairman of the Board, “National Agency for the 
Development of Innovations “QazInnovations”  
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Mr. Vladimir Popov, Director, “KBTU Startup Incubator” 
 
Mr. Makhambet Kuspangaliyev, Head, Laboratory, Satbayev University  
 
Ms Aigul Nurmukhanbetova, Head, Commercialization Office, Kazakh-
German University  

 
Mr. Galymzhan Seraliyev, Head, Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Partnership, Sultan Kudarat State University  
 
Mr. Rafis Abazov, Director, Institute for Green and Sustainable 
Development, Kazakh National Agrarian Research University  
 
Ms. Zhanar Sultanbekova, Chief Executive Officer, Investment Group 
ACME Co. Ltd.  
 
Ms. Saltanat Zhanuzakova, Vice-Rector for Science, Innovative University 
of Eurasia  
 
Mr. Sergey Bespalyi, Professor, Innovative Eurasian University  

 
Ms. Dinara Mamyrbekova, Senior Lecturer, Department of Business 
Kazakhstan, Kazakh-American Free University  
 
Ms. Maiya Suyunchaliyeva, Leading Specialist, Kazakh National Agrarian 
Research University 
 
Mr. Azamat Baimaganbetov, Senior Lecturer, Baishev University 
 
Ms. Yenlik Kaiyrsynova, R&D Department, Amanzholov University  
 
Mr. Nursultan Ashirimbetov, LAB Specialist, Kazakh-German University  
 
Mr. Bekzhan Konakbaev, Specialist 
 
Mr. Azat Isakov, Khoja Ahmet Yasawi International Kazakh-Turkish 
University 
 
Ms. Bakyt Ospanova, Manager, Jas Ventures Almaty Education Program  

 
Mr. Almukhamed Meshitbayev, ICT Assistant, UNCP  
 
Mr. Saken Kazhenov, Ph.D. Candidate, Polimi  

 
 
 



 

 
- 27 - 

 

Kyrgyzstan 
 
Mr. Kylychbek Abdirashitov, Head, Section for Economic and Fiscal Policy, 
Parliament of the Kyrgyz Republic* 
 
Mr. Rustam Makhmudov, Senior Specialist, Division for Innovation and 
Strategic Development, State Agency of IP and Innovation, Cabinet of 
Ministers of the Kyrgyz Republic* 

 
Ms. Aisuluu Mustapakulova, Head, Innovations Division, Kyrgyzpatent, 
Ministry of Economy and Commerce 

 
 

Republic of Korea 
 
Mr. Soon Myung Hong, Head, Technical Group & SDG Action Forum; and 
Chief Executive Officer, Korean Professional Engineers Association* 
 
 
Russian Federation 

 
Mr. Zorikto Gomboin, Leading Specialist, EMC Analysis Center, Radio 
Research and Development Institute, Vice-Chair, Working Group 2 on 
Digital Technologies, and Applications of Asia-Pacific Information 
Superhighway Initiative Action Plan 2022-2026 
 
Ms. Tatiana Zasheva, Specialist, Radio Research and Development Institute 
 
Tajikistan 

 
Mr Abubakr Pirov, Head of the New Technologies Department, Ministry of 
Industry and New Technologies* 
 
Mr. Rustam Tohirov, Leading Specialist, Department of Scientific and 
Educational Institutions, Ministry of Industry and New Technologies* 
 
Ms. Shirin Atlasova, Chief Executive Officer, Nigma Cybersecurity 
Laboratory  
 
Turkmenistan5 
 
Mr. Seidnur Japbarov, Head, Regional Development Division, Consolidated 
Public Finance and Economic Policy Department, Ministry of Finance and 
Economy  

 
5 Mr. Seidnur Japbarov and Mr. Maksatgeldi Atageldiyev are official nominees from Turkmenistan 
to SPECA WG on ITSD  
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Mr. Maksatgeldi Atageldiyev, Head, Department of Digital Technologies 
and Information Security, Ministry of Agriculture and Environment 
Protection  
 
Mr. Yuriy Aronskiy, Chairman, National Public Association “Union of 
Economists of Turkmenistan” 

 
 
Uzbekistan 
 
Mr. Bunyod Rakhmatullaev, Head, Ranking Division, Ministry of 
Innovative Development* 
 
Mr. Vladimir Tsoy, Director, CAT Science Accelerator* 

 
Mr. Saikal Alaibekova, Expert on Innovation in Education, LLC 
"DialectIKON", "EngFam Global"  
 
Mr. Elmurod Egamberdiev, Head, Department of Commercialization of 
Scientific and Innovative Development, Tashkent State Technical 
University named after Islam Karimov 
 
Ms. Mukaddas Khusiddinova, Student, National University of Uzbekistan 
 
 

------------------------------- 
 

UNITED NATIONS SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 
 

ITU 
 

Ms. Irina Divakova, UN Engagement Officer, International 
Telecommunication Union  
 
Mr. Irakli Kashibadze, Chief Executive Officer, Startup Central Eurasia 

 
Mr. Maksim Burianov, Senior Analyst, Startup Central Eurasia 

 
 

UNITAR 
 

Mr. Khaled Mashfiq, Programme Specialist and Regional Liaison, Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Climate Resilience Unit, United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research * 
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RESEARCH AND TRAINING INSTITUTE AND OTHER ENTITIES 
 

Ms. Angela Litvinova, Doctor of Business Administration in Innovation 
Management, of British Business Academy the UK; and Doctor of Business 
Administration in Innovation Management of Singapore Academy of 
Corporate Management  
 
Mr. Craig McVeigh, Chief Executive Officer, Similie, Australia and Timor-
Leste 

 
Ms. (Prof.) Salma Abbasi, Chief Executive Officer, eWorldwide Group UK  
 
Mr. Dulguun Damdin Od, Executive Director, International Think Tank 
for Landlocked Development Countries (Ulaanbaatar)  
 

UNECE SECRETARIAT 
 
Mr. Christopher Athey, Economic Affairs Officer, Economic Cooperation 
and Trade Division (ECTD), UNECE 
 
Ms. Lyudmyla Tautiyeva, Consultant, Innovative Policies Development 
Section, ECTD 
 

ESCAP SECRETARIAT 
 

Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director, Information and Communications 
Technology and Disaster Risk Reduction Division (IDD), ESCAP 

 
Mr. Tae Hyung Kim, Chief, ICT and Development Section (IDS), IDD* 
 
Ms. Aida Karazhanova, Economic Affairs Officer, IDS, IDD* 
 
Mr. Hamid Mehmood, Economic Affairs Officer, Space Applications 
Section, IDD* 
 
Mr. Puyuan Su, Intern, IDS, IDD 
 
Ms. Daria Turavinina, Intern, IDS, IDD 
 
Ms. Ainur Dyussyubekova, Subregional Office for North and Central Asia 
(Almaty), ESCAP* 
 
Ms. Danna Tyo, Intern, Subregional Office for North and Central Asia 
 

*************************** 


