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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. The 2nd Capacity Building Workshop for the subregion of North and Central Asia in the ESCAP-ITF 

Joint Capacity Building Programme on Sustainable Transport Connectivity and COVID-19 Pandemic: 

Pathways for Greater Resilience and Sustainability (hereafter, “the Workshop”) was collaboratively 

organized by the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and 

the International Transport Forum (ITF) at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD). 

2. The Workshop was organized to support countries in incorporating the best practices and lessons learned 

from the COVID-19 pandemic response into their medium- and long-term transport policies, as well as to 

implement appropriate transport policies that will achieve greater resilience, inclusiveness, connectivity, 

and environmental sustainability of their transport systems. The Workshop also aimed at familiarizing the 

participants with the ITF's modeling framework and how the ITF's data collection exercises feed into the 

models. The project's ultimate objective is to facilitate developing and implementing a sustainable transport 

pathway in the subregions, namely, 1) South and Southwest Asia, 2) North and Central Asia, and 3) 

Southeast Asia. 

3. The Workshop was attended by the representatives of countries in the North and Central subregion, 

including Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.  

4. The first session focused on the "Impact of COVID-19 on Transport Connectivity” for the subregion of 

North and Central Asia. ESCAP shared the policy measures on COVID-19 along with the regional transport 

networks and the ongoing project for the contactless, seamless, and collaborative solutions of trade and 

transport connectivity. In addition, the factors exacerbating the impact of COVID-19 on transport 

connectivity and the current studies and activities for monitoring the effect in the subregion were presented. 

ESCAP concluded the presentation by providing four recommendations for building back better, including 

promoting smart road transport solutions and digitization along with the Asian Highway Network, boosting 

international rail transport along with the Trans-Asian Railways Network, mobilizing existing agreements 

for better pandemic responses, and supporting and strengthening subregion cooperation on freight 

connectivity. 



5. During the second session, the ITF presented an overview of the ITF Transport Outlook 2021, which 

provides the development of transport demand and emissions up to 2050, based on three policy scenarios 

(Recovery, Reshape, and Reshape+). The 2021 edition includes a special focus on the impacts of the 

COVID-19 pandemic on transport systems and the potential short- and long-term impacts in terms of 

challenges and opportunities. ITF elaborated upon the use of the models to develop scenarios for projections 

of demand and related emissions for the subregion to help identify the different pathways for meeting 

different sustainability targets.  

6. During the third session, entitled “COVID-19 Recovery and Resilience Building,” participants were 

presented with the short- and long-term impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on transport systems with 

respect to freight and passenger transport. In addition, the role of recovery measures in improving transport 

resilience, sustainability, and social equity was discussed. The ITF’s Statistics Brief on Unprecedented 

Impact of Covid-19 on Freight Volumes in Second Quarter was also presented. ITF concluded the 

presentation by highlighting the importance of infrastructure adaptability, in the face of increasing 

uncertainties due to climate change and other disruptions and proposed key recommendations for different 

transport subsectors. Azerbaijan shared the experience of building the national digital platform and 

coordinating and integrating with neighboring countries to facilitate paperless border-crossing processes.  

7. During the fourth session, on “Freight and Passenger Transport Modelling Framework,” the ITF 

presented an overview of its global modelling framework, a data-driven modelling tool for evidence-based 

policy analyses. The presentations explained the models' principles and structure that estimate the freight 

and passenger flows of the transport networks for the urban and inter-urban cases. For the subsequent 

estimation of emission, the IEA Mobility Model (MoMo) is utilized. In the concluding remarks, it was 

noted that the goal of the modeling framework is not to forecast but to analyze potential policy pathways 

in what-if scenarios. A discussion took place among participants regarding the number of centroids in the 

model and its impacts on the details of data collection and the resolution for analysis and decision support. 

In addition, Tajikistan raised the issues related to the harmonization and mutual recognition of digital 

certificates for freight transport along the international transport corridors, and participants discussed the 

importance of such policy actions, referred to the ongoing initiatives including those led by the United 

Nations Economic Commission or Europe (UNECE) for digital multimodal documents and e-TIR. The 

question of the possibility of performing cost benefit evaluation on the harmonization of international 

certificates based on ITF models was discussed. 

8. During the fifth session, entitled “Linkages between Data Collection and Model Development," ITF 

presented the overview of the data used for the ITF’s modelling framework, including the introduction to 

the Glossary for Transport Statistics to emphasize the importance of data standardization and 

harmonization. In addition, the ITF explained how different types of required data are collected and 

incorporated into its transport demand and emission models and emphasized that the best time to start 

collecting data is now. The presentation was concluded with the plan for future data collection (for example, 

sidewalks, bike lanes, parking spaces, etc.) to address the evolving needs of urban transport. Finally, 

participants discussed non-traditional transport data collection methods (such as mobile phone data) and 

the balance between standardization and flexibility when harmonizing the Glossary for Transport Statistics, 

given the unique bridging geographical position of the subregion of North and Central Asia. ITF shared the 

information of the 7th ITF Transport Statistics Meeting (21-22 October 2021), including the subsections 

dedicated to mobile phone data. 

9. During the sixth session, focusing on the "Application of Model Outputs,” ITF first presented the 

benchmarking performance in the study "Enhancing Connectivity and Freight in Central Asia” and 

highlighted the needs and measures to close the connectivity gap of the subregion. Then through recent 



examples, the process of applying the model outputs in the form of transport demand and emissions to 

evaluate and prioritize policy scenarios was demonstrated. The first example shared was from the ITF’s 

Decarbonising Transport in India stream of work. The importance of a tool capable of assessing transport 

systems by taking a life-cycle assessment approach was emphasized so the energy needs and environmental 

effects occurring across different stages of the life-cycle of transport systems or services can be evaluated 

in advance. Another example shared was the transport decarbonisation project in Azerbaijan that included 

specific analyses conducted using the ITF's global model and a national model developed specifically for 

Azerbaijan. ITF concluded the session by presenting a new project plan to analyze and quantify the 

environmental externalities and local benefits of current and planned infrastructure investments by 

leveraging ITF’s global freight model. This new project includes the development of a regional roadmap, 

as well as two national level case studies on Uzbekistan and Mongolia.  

10. During the seventh session, focusing on “Sub-Regional Policy Priorities and Challenges,” ITF discussed 

the challenges of decarbonisation in emerging economies, given the inter-related objectives of poverty 

reduction, economic growth, and emission reduction. In particular, the challenges faced by the subregion 

were highlighted, including data limitation, freight industry fragmentation, and infrastructure deficiency. 

In addition, governance and soft measures are needed at the regional level. Finally, ESCAP pointed out 

four major dimensions and directions of future works for the subregion, including 1) increasing connectivity 

through infrastructure implementation, 2) enhancing cross-border operational connectivity (transport 

facilitation) for both roads and rails, 3) facilitating the development of digitization and the deployment of 

ITS technologies, and 4) fostering greater regional coordination on international corridor development.  

12. The organizers of the Workshop thanked the representatives of the participating countries for their 

valuable contribution to the deliberations of the Workshop. One concrete output of the joint capacity-

building programme is an edition of the ITF Transport Outlook for the subregion of North and Central 

Asia. The draft report is expected to be completed for consultation in December 2021, and the launch of 

the formal publication is in March 2022. In addition, the results of the three subregional workshops will 

be presented in ESCAP's Fourth Ministerial Conference on Transport (December 14-17 2021). The 

organizers encouraged participating countries to share any available data by filling the ITF Statistics and 

Policies Questionnaires, which have already been circulated to all countries.    

 

 


