
1 
 

 

  

 

CONCEPT NOTE 

SIDE-EVENT: Leaving no one behind: Strengthening 

statistical inclusion of forcibly displaced and stateless 

populations at national level  
 

Lead Organizer:  Expert Group on Refugee, IDP and Statelessness Statistics (EGRISS) 
Mode of side-event: Hybrid through Webex  
 
24 August 2022 (16:00-17:00 UTC+7) 

 
Background:   
The commitment to “Leave no one behind” is central to the 2030 Agenda as it highlights the need to build 
inclusive systems and ensure different societal groups, including refugees, internally displaced and 
stateless people, are reflected in development efforts and policymaking. Linked to this commitment is the 
urgency to make everyone count in national data collection exercises, and consequently, produce quality 
official statistics for sound decision-making and monitoring progress towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SGDs). Efforts to ensure national statistical inclusion have been central in the Asia-
Pacific region in recent years, which are partly reflected in the Ministerial Declaration to “Get every one in 
the picture” (2014). The declaration focuses on the need to build universal and responsive Civil Registration 
and Vital Statistics (CRVS) systems, and explicitly recognizes their importance for the prevention of 
statelessness and promotion of durable solutions for forcibly displaced populations.   
 
International guidance on how to better include refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in national 
statistical systems are available in the International Recommendations on Refugee and IDP Statistics (IRRS 
and IRIS), which were unanimously endorsed by the UN Statistical Commission (UNSC) in 2018 and 2020, 
respectively. A similar set of recommendations on statelessness statistics are currently being developed 
and will be discussed at the UNSC in 2023. Since their endorsement, increased momentum concerning the 
implementation of the IRRS and IRIS at national level has been observed in several countries. These 
examples provide good practices on the use of administrative data, sample surveys, and censuses to 
improve the availability and quality of official statistics on refugees, IDPs, and stateless persons, and can 
support advancing discussions on how to ensure these groups are accounted in national data systems in 
the Asia-Pacific region.   
 
Scope: 
  
In response to the unique window of opportunity presented through renewed and continued commitments, 
this session aims to spotlight work conducted by different national statistical offices (NSOs) and other 
technical experts in the EGRISS membership, to implement the IRRS and the IRIS and, therefore, ensure that 

https://unsdg.un.org/2030-agenda/universal-values/leave-no-one-behind
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://getinthepicture.org/sites/default/files/resources/Ministerial.Declaration.English.final__0_0.pdf
https://getinthepicture.org/sites/default/files/resources/Ministerial.Declaration.English.final__0_0.pdf
https://egrisstats.org/recommendations/international-recommendations-on-refugee-statistics-irrs/
https://egrisstats.org/recommendations/international-recommendations-on-idp-statistics-iris/
https://egrisstats.org/recommendations/international-recommendations-on-statelessness-statistics-iross/
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everyone is represented in national data collection efforts.  This session will be moderated by the Deputy 
Director of UNHCR’ Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific. It will be divided into two parts:  
 

Panelist presentations (35-minutes)  
The first part of the session will comprise a presentation led by the EGRISS Secretariat and Subgroup 1 on 
the EGRISS’ third mandate, which focuses on the implementation of the IRRS and IRIS, and development of 
the recommendations on statelessness statistics. This session aims to raise awareness of the 
recommendations and will focus on EGRISS’ collaborative working methodology to develop statistical 
standards. In particular, the session will highlight how EGRISS’ work centers the perspectives of forcibly 
displaced and stateless persons to secure their inclusion in development efforts linked to the 2030 
Agenda. This will be followed by presentations from technical experts from national statistical offices of 
the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, Germany, and the Philippines, who will share their practical experiences of 
implementing the statistical recommendations, highlight lessons learnt, key achievements, and discuss 
how traditional data sources can be utilized to include refugees, IDPs and stateless persons in national 
statistical activities.   
 

Panel Discussion and Q&A (25-minutes)  
The second part will focus on national efforts to include refugees, IDPs and stateless persons in data 
collection activities. Panelists will discuss how the international statistical recommendations were 
translated into practice in their specific context. Additionally, panelists will reflect on the mechanisms used 
to overcome encountered challenges in work to include these groups in data collection efforts. 
Furthermore, the panel will explore how data collection activities provide an opportunity to catalyze change 
in national policies and thus improve the lives of refugees, IDPs and stateless persons.  Lastly, as we look 
ahead to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda, panelists will discuss areas of potential improvement to 
further strengthen the inclusion of forcibly displaced and stateless persons in national statistics to ensure 
everyone is included.   

Key questions to be discussed in the side event:   

1. How can we improve our approach to the collection of official statistics on forced displacement and 
statelessness in line with existing international recommendations and standards?       

2. What are the critical gaps/challenges that hinder the inclusion of refugees, IDPs and stateless groups 
in national data collection exercises?   

3. How can we build on countries’ experiences to collaboratively improve the inclusion of refugees, IDPs 
and stateless groups in national statistical systems?    

4. What data sources/statistical outputs would be the most beneficial to help achieve national priorities 
concerning forcibly displaced and stateless persons? How can these data sources be strengthened?    

Moderator and speakers:  

 Moderator: Ellen Hansen, Deputy Director, UNHCR Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific 
(RBAP) 

 Natalia Baal, Head of the Secretariat of the Expert Group on Refugee, IDP and Statelessness 
Statistics (EGRISS)  

 Ferenc Urbán, Head of Migration Statistics Section, Hungarian Central Statistical Office; EGRISS 
Subgroup 1 Co-lead; and Co-chair of the United Nations Expert Group on Migration Statistics  

 Marizza B. Grande, Officer-in-Charge, Assistant National Statistician, Philippine Statistics 
Authority 

 Serwan Mohamed, President of the Kurdistan Region Statistics Office 
 Jan Eberle, Assistant Head of Section, Population Updates, Statistics on Foreigners and 

Integration, German Federal Statistical Office (DESTATIS) 

https://egrisstats.org/about/terms-of-reference/

