
                                                                          
 

 
 

Concept Note 
Roundtable on Network for South-South Cooperation in Asia-Pacific 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

Over the past decades, South-South cooperation (SSC) has gained increased importance in accelerating 
sustainable development in Asia-Pacific and has evolved as a key modality for member States to address 
transboundary issues such as responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, trade and transport 
connectivity, as well as issues of common concern, including poverty and inequalities, environment and 
ecosystem management and disaster risk reduction. Countries in the region have achieved significant socio-
economic development and technological progress. With countries in the South increasingly championing 
home-grown solutions, many are now in a position to provide technical assistance and development finance 
and share innovative approaches to support other countries to attain inclusive and sustainable development.  

At the Second High-Level UN Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40), held in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina in 2019, more than 160 member States renewed their commitment to South-South cooperation as 
a means to achieve sustainable development. The importance of South-South and triangular cooperation 
(SS&TrC) was most recently reiterated through General Assembly resolution 76/221, which calls upon UNOSSC 
and the regional commissions to mainstream SS&TrC, including through regional collaborative frameworks. 
ESCAP and UNOSSC, especially through its regional office for Asia-Pacific, have been collaborating to strengthen 
the role of SS&TrC for addressing shared challenges. To this end, the Asia-Pacific Directors-General Forum on 
South-South and Triangular Cooperation (Asia-Pacific DG Forum) was initiated in 2018 with the inaugural event 
co-convened with the Government of Thailand. 

Looking forward, 2022 will mark a milestone in South-South cooperation in Asia-Pacific. The Government of 
Thailand, ESCAP and UNOSSC will jointly host the eleventh Global South-South Development Expo in Bangkok, 
Thailand, from 12 to 14 September 2022, in conjunction with the 2022 UN Day for South-South Cooperation 
and the fourth meeting of the Asia-Pacific DG Forum. These events will provide an opportunity for member 
States to discuss more concrete measures in the region for leveraging and enhancing the role of South-South 
cooperation as a key modality for sustainable recovery from the pandemic and for accelerating the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

With this background and building on the discussions of the Asia-Pacific DG Forum, two arrangement options 
are proposed to promote the exchange of experiences and best practices among member States and to foster 
new ideas, namely, through (a) the establishment of a South-South Network of Technical Cooperation 
Providers and (b) the creation of working groups on South-South cooperation to strengthen the functions of 
the Asia-Pacific DG Forum.  
 
A preparatory roundtable meeting for the 4th Asia-Pacific DG Forum will be held on 24 March 2022 as an 
associated event to the 9th Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development (APFSD), to discuss the two 
proposed mechanisms and the preparations for this year’s Asia-Pacific DG Forum.  



 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH-SOUTH AND TRIANGULAR COOPERATION IN ASIA-PACIFIC  
 

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2nd High-Level UN Conference on South-South Cooperation (BAPA+40) – March 2019
Called for developing countries to adopt/strengthen national policies to advance SS&TrC and
to enhance the capacity of coordination mechanisms, including through the voluntary
exchange of experience and expertise.

UN System-wide Strategy on SS&TrC for Sustainable Development, 2020-2024
Highlights the importance of concerted regional efforts and calls upon the UN to leverage
existing and /or convene other relevant fora to exchange views, lessons and experiences
between national development cooperation agencies and institutions.

Establishment of Asia-Pacific DG Forum – June 2018
DG Forum initiated by UNOSSC and ESCAP in collaboration with the Government of Thailand.
Proposed core functions: Exchange of experiences and sharing of good practices towards
improving coordination and collaboration among cooperation partners in Asia-Pacific.

Global South-South Development Expo and 4th Asia-Pacific DG Forum in Bangkok,
Thailand – September 2022
These events will provide opportunities for member States to discuss more concrete measures
in the region for leveraging and enhancing the role of South-South cooperation as a key
modality for sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and for accelerating the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

General Assembly Resolution 76/221 – November 2021
Reiterates the importance of South-South and triangular cooperation and calls upon UNOSSC
and the regional commissions to work together to mainstream South-South and triangular
cooperation, including through regional collaborative frameworks for South-South and
triangular cooperation.

3rd Asia-Pacific DG Forum – November 2020
Reiterated the need to promote regional exchanges to maximize and scale up the use of
existing regional and subregional cooperation mechanisms and knowledge platforms.

2nd Asia-Pacific DG Forum – November 2018
Organized on the sidelines of the Global South-South Development Expo in New York and
hosted by the Permanent Mission of Indonesia to the United Nations. Meeting created
linkages with the work of the Global High-Level DG Forum and focused on preparations for
BAPA + 40.

General Assembly Resolution 73/291 and ESCAP Resolution 75/3
Endorsement and regionalization of the BAPA+40 outcome document, reaffirming the role of
the regional commissions in supporting South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives.

 



 
OBJECTIVES 
The preparatory meeting will involve the following main objectives: 
 

1. Brainstorming Session: Discuss proposals for SSC Network and working groups. 
Review bilateral discussions held throughout February/March 2022 between ESCAP and member 
States. The discussions at this session will consider the two proposals that seek to further promote the 
exchange of experiences and best practices among member States and to foster new ideas, namely 
through  

a) the establishment of a South-South Network of Technical Cooperation Providers and  
b) the creation of Working Groups on South-South cooperation to strengthen the functions of 

the Asia-Pacific DG Forum. 
 

2. Status of planning and organizational mechanisms of 4th Asia-Pacific DG Forum. 
Solidify the planning and organizing of the 4th Asia-Pacific DG Forum between the co-organizers and 
participants. 

 
AGENDA 
 

Time Programme 

Venue: CR-3 and MS-Teams 

14:30 – 14:45 hrs. 
(10 min.) 

SESSION 1 - Opening session  
 

 Opening remarks by Mr. Adnan Aliani, Director, Strategy and Programme 
Management Division, ESCAP 

 
 Opening remarks by Mr. Denis Nkala, Regional Coordinator, United Nations 

Office for South-South Cooperation, Regional Office Asia and Pacific 
 

14:45 – 16:15 
(95 min.) 

SESSION 2 – Presentation and Discussion on SSC Proposals 
 
Session objective: To provide an overview of the two proposed mechanisms to 
strengthen SSC in Asia-Pacific and the role of the Asia-Pacific DG Forum and seek 
member States’ guidance on way forward.   
 

 Setting the scene - Presentation by UNOSSC on: 
o Overview of global SSC landscape  
o The global DG Forum 
o UN System-wide Strategy on South-south and Triangular Cooperation 

for Sustainable Development and South-South Galaxy  
 

 Setting the scene - Presentation by ESCAP on: 
o Overview of regional SSC landscape 
o Review of outcomes of 2021 SSC survey in Asia-Pacific 

 
 Discussion on two presented proposals and outcome of preparatory bilateral 

meetings held with member States 



 
o Proposal 1 - The establishment of a South-South Network of Technical 

Cooperation Providers 
o Proposal 2 - The creation of Working Groups on South-South 

cooperation to strengthen the functions of the Asia-Pacific DG Forum 
 Presentations/interventions from member States on status of national work 

related to SSC. Representatives are encouraged to limit statements to 
7 minutes per country. Longer statements may be submitted in writing and will 
be reflected in the meeting report.  

 Q&A and discussion on two proposed arrangements 

Guiding questions: 
 What are the main priority areas/sectors of your South-South cooperation 

support and needs?  
 Where do you see your country’s main challenges in accessing and providing 

technical assistance through SSC and how can these be addressed? 
 What organizational arrangements for the proposed mechanisms would best 

suit and complement your country’s national work on technical cooperation 
(e.g. meeting format, frequency, reporting)? 

 What can be done by ESCAP/UNOSSC to further facilitate the exchange of 
experiences and good practices across the region?  

 
16:15 – 16:45 
(30 min.) 

SESSION 3 – Preparations for Global South-South Development Expo 2022 and 
4th Asia-Pacific DG Forum 

 Presentation on status of planning and organization of GSSD EXPO  
 Presentation on status of planning and organization of the 4th Asia-Pacific 

DG Forum  
 Q&A, country interventions and discussion 

 
16:45 – 17:00 
(15 min.) 

SESSION 4 - Summary and Closing 
 Summary of key findings, discussions, and ways forward 

 
 
PARTICIPANTS  
Directors-General, heads of agencies and national focal points who are leading their respective government’s 
development cooperation and SSC agencies in Asia and the Pacific.  
 
FORMAT & VENUE 
Depending on the status of the lingering COVID-19 pandemic, the roundtable meeting is tentatively scheduled 
to be conducted as a hybrid event with virtual and in-person participation at the United Nations Conference 
Centre, Bangkok, Thailand. 
 
DATE & TIME 
The meeting will be held on Thursday, 24 March 2022, 14:30-17:00 (Bangkok time, UTC+7).  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
CONTACT DETAILS 
Ms. Zeynep Orhun, Chief, Capacity Development and Partnerships Section, Strategy and Programme 
Management Division, ESCAP | orhun@un.org | +66 2 288 1672 

Mr. Maes Suwantra, UNOSSC, Advocacy Advisor Asia and Pacific, UNOSSC Bangkok Office | 
maes.suwantra@unossc.org  | +66 2 304 9100  

 
For more information visit: 
https://www.unescap.org/south-south-cooperation  

https://www.asia-pacific.unsouthsouth.org/   



 
PROPOSAL 1 – SOUTH-SOUTH NETWORK OF TECHNICAL COOPERATION PROVIDERS  
 
 
Objective 
 
The main objective of the proposed Network is to facilitate and strengthen networking and peer exchanges 
and learning among developing countries that have become providers of technical assistance and have 
established their own development agencies or have dedicated programmes to assist other developing 
countries. The objectives of the network include: 

 Sharing good practices and modalities for technical cooperation and development assistance provision 
 Supporting institutional capacity building of national development or technical cooperation 

agencies/departments as providers of assistance 
 Identifying coordination and other mechanisms that would maximize the impact of assistance provided 

and ensure that it is channeled towards achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
 Identifying common priorities and propose topics for discussion at the annual Asia-Pacific Directors-

General (DG) Forum 
 
Outcomes 
 
Through enhanced coordination and synergies, the proposed Network will contribute to strengthened 
capacities of member States from the South to assess capacity gaps, define their comparative advantages 
and/or matching with other relevant member States, and design and implement SS and TrC 
programmes/initiatives. 
 
Organization 
 
Each working group may elect a Chair, Vice-Chair and Rapporteur among the group members. The intellectual 
leadership for the working groups lies with the Chairs. Countries proposed to be initially included in the 
network include Bangladesh, China, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Turkey and Viet Nam (15 countries).  
 
The Network will meet at least once a year. Its work and meeting outcomes will be reported to the Asia-Pacific 
DG Forum.  
  
ESCAP’s role: 
 

 Provide support in identifying champion countries to join the network 
 Provide secretariat support to the Network (maintaining focal points list, organizing meetings, keeping 

records of discussions, dissemination and communication of the work of the Network) 
 Identify and secure additional financial and in-kind resources to implement the programme of the 

network, as set by its members 
 Manage voluntary contributions that may come as part of the work of the Network  

 
 
 
UNOSSC’s Role: 

 
 Support ESCAP in the facilitation of the Network 
 Ensure results achieved by Network are noted in South-South platforms such as the South-South 

Galaxy 



 
 Contribute resources for support to providers that may have technical and in-kind resources to share 

but limited financial resources for external (out of country) collaboration 
 Facilitate linkages between this work and the South-South cooperation under the Regional 

Collaborative Platform of the UN 



 
PROPOSAL 2 – WORKING GROUPS ON SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION 

 
Objective 
 
The main objective of the proposed working groups on South-South cooperation is to intensify technical 
cooperation among developing countries through engaging both SSC providers and recipients in the region, 
and  

a. To strengthen the functions of the Asia-Pacific DG Forum towards leveraging regional, 
subregional and national cooperation for greater access to information and innovation; 

b. To promote exchanges of South-South and triangular cooperation good practices and 
experiences; and 

c. To better align and match available resources with needs. 
 
Outcomes 
 
Member States from the Asia-Pacific region will be well positioned to identify cooperation opportunities, gaps 
and emerging issues, as well as best practices and lessons learned related to South-South cooperation. 
 
Member States will provide guidance to the Asia-Pacific DG Forum towards results-oriented discussions 
through improved coordination, coherence and contextualization while addressing regional priorities and 
needs.  
 
Organization 
 
Each working group may elect a Chair, Vice-Chair and Rapporteur among the group members. The intellectual 
leadership for the working groups lies with the Chairs. The focus of the working groups will be decided at the 
DG Forum. Some examples are: 
  

(1)  Working Group on a yearly theme for South-South and triangular cooperation 
 

This working group will:  
 Help shape up the discussion on the theme/ agenda of the Asia-Pacific DG Forum 
 Propose technical study on the selected theme for discussion at the Forum 
 Propose technical training for focal points of the DG Forum on areas related to 

SSC/development issues 
 
(2)  Working Group of South-South and triangular cooperation  

 
This working group can be formed with a mix of countries from the North and the South and       
will: 

 Discuss how technical cooperation needs of recipients and offers of providers can be matched 
more effectively 

 Identify innovative partnership modalities, tools and instruments for linking technical 
cooperation providers of the South and the North 

 
 
 
 
 



 
ESCAP with support from UNOSSC will: 
 

 Provide support in identifying champion countries to take on the roles of Chair, Vice-Chair and 
Rapporteur 

 Provide secretariat support to the working groups (maintaining focal points list, organizing meetings, 
keeping records of discussions, dissemination and communication of the work) 

 Provide advisory guidance to the working groups, including for effective reporting to the DG Forum 
 Strengthen linkages with other UN systemwide initiatives on South-South and triangular cooperation 
 Facilitate the participation of countries willing to contribute to the agenda but have limited resources 

to do so 
 Ensure the work of the groups is well captured and uploaded on platforms for access by other 

developing countries 
 
 

  

 
 

  

 


