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Concept Note 
 

Background 

The North-East Asia (NEA) subregion is home to some of the largest economies in the world and is 
recognized for both its potential role and footprint in the global progress on implementing the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development (the 2030 Agenda).  

While the subregion has made remarkable progress in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, it 
faces many challenges in implementing the 2030 Agenda. Poverty reduction and safeguarding basic 
needs remain a priority in the subregion as there are over a 100 million (in 2012) of its population living 
in extreme poverty. North-East Asia is also extremely prone to natural disasters and in need to strengthen 
the capacity to address rising disaster risks. Furthermore, NEA countries have undergone a fossil-fuel 
based and resource-intensive development path. The subregional economies are the world’s largest 
consumers of energy, collectively accounting for over 30% of global energy consumption, and 
responsible for similarly large shares of global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions which stood at 32.4% in 
2013. Meanwhile, energy consumption and GHG emissions are closely linked with the subregion’s 
rapidly urbanizing population which shared over 58% in 2016.  

The North-East Asia Multistakeholder Forum on Sustainable Development Goals is a timely and 
unique opportunity for dialogue among stakeholders from government, academia, civil society, the 
private sector, and international community. The forum will bring together and connect key players from 
various sectors and roles, and enable exchanges on the challenges and opportunities as well as the way 
forward in striving towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

The forum will also strengthen subregional perspective on the theme of the 5th Asia-Pacific Forum on 
Sustainable Development (APFSD) and High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) 
2018, “Transformation towards sustainable and resilient societies” and ensure that these perspectives are 
well-captured in regional and global dialogue and review of progress. The forum will discuss ways to 
ensure that subregional progress on the selected SDGs for review by the HLPF 2018 include water, 
energy, cities, responsible consumption and life on land as well as the means of implementation and 
partnership is taken into account at both global and regional levels, and by subregional cooperation 
efforts. 



The Selected SDGs for In-Depth Review at HLPF 2018 

 

 

 

As an inclusive regional intergovernmental forum, the APFSD serves as a regional platform for 
discussing national perspectives and sharing good practices; providing a regional perspective for 
implementing the 2030 Agenda; and assessing progress and providing opportunities for peer learning 
related to the thematic goals of the HLPF.  

Objectives 

The main objective of the Forum is to enable an inclusive dialogue among multistakeholder groups in 
North-East Asia on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and to ensure that subregional perspectives 
on supporting the follow- up and review of the Agenda are well reflected in the relevant regional and 
global processes. To achieve this, the forum will:  
 

1. Enhance awareness and understanding of the key challenges and opportunities for the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda in North-East Asia through sharing of experiences and 

knowledge. 

2. Discuss how the Regional Roadmap for Implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development in Asia and the Pacific can support national and subregional efforts1 

3. Provide reflections on theme of the HLPF and the APFSD for 2018 2 

4. Discuss multilateral and multistakeholder cooperation for strengthening subregional follow up 

and review, including on the cluster of goals for in-depth review in 2018.  

Participants 

• Government experts responsible for various aspects of implementing the SDGs and  

• Voluntary National Review focal points  

• Civil society organizations  

• Local governments  

• Think tanks and academia 

• Private sector organizations 

• Regional and subregional organizations  

• Other stakeholders involved in SDG implementation at national, regional and global levels. 

                                                           
1 The Roadmap identifies opportunities for regional cooperation on identified Means of Implementation, and thematic issues. 

The means of implementation include (a) Data and statistics, (b) Technology, (c) Finance, (d) Policy coherence, and (e) North-
South, South-South, international and regional partnerships. The identified thematic issues are (a) Leaving no one behind, (b) 
Disaster risk reduction and resilience, (c) Climate change, (d) Management of natural resources, (e) Connectivity for the 2030 
Agenda, and (f) Energy.  
 
2 ESCAP will work with ADB and with UNDP to prepare a regional report to support regional and global dialogue on the theme.  


