
 
 

Concept Note 
 

Asia-Pacific Regional Community Networks Summit 2021 
Innovating policymaking to connect the unconnected 

18 August 2021, (10:00-13:00) Bangkok time (UTC+7) 
 
Background: 
 
Home to over 4 billion people and covering more than 50 countries and territories, the Asia-
Pacific is the largest and most diverse region of the globe. The region is home to countries like 
China, India, Indonesia, and Japan, which account for more than half of the world’s mobile 
subscriber base (GSMA). However, a significant part of the population remains unconnected 
in the region, particularly those living in rural areas. 
 
The global pandemic currently being experienced has brought into starker highlight the role 
digital technologies play in the modern world, and the urgent need to provide connectivity for 
all. 
 
Connecting the unconnected remains one of the major challenges for both governments and 
industry. The coalescence of connectivity and socio-economic inclusiveness, particularly for 
the last two billion, underlines the need for transformative Internet access through integrative 
policies, user-driven tools, and innovative solutions that can be rapidly deployed and 
appropriated by under and un-served communities across the world.  
 
In recent years, Community Networks (CN) have emerged as a complementary way to connect 
people and to allow for low-cost community-driven solutions to be developed to connect people 
in underserved locations.  
 
A number of CNs have emerged around the Asia-Pacific region as low cost - and typically self-
managed networks - providing Internet access where commercial networks generally do not 
find it economically viable to operate. These networks are also supplementing ‘universal 
access’ goals and providing digital opportunities for rural communities to empower 
themselves.  
 
However, these community-led solutions do face a number of challenges that require 
policymakers and regulators consideration so that they may flourish. These local networks can 
be used to improve delivery of Internet services and inspire creation of local content, as well 
other digital services – including online education and access to government services. 
 
In 2019, ESCAP and the Internet Society jointly held the very successful Asia-Pacific Regional 
Community Networks Summit. In the shadow of the continuing global pandemic – and the 
heavy reliance on digital technologies that has created for all sectors – we will reconvene to 
host the 2021 edition in support of the implementation of pillar 1 (Connectivity) of the Asia-
Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS) initiative.  
  



Objective: 
 
The conference will reflect on the progress since the 2019 summit in improving connectivity, 
and the use of Community Networks as a complementary access solution in the Asia-Pacific 
region. Considering the on-going global pandemic, it will also explore the roles that 
policymakers can play in further accelerating the use of Community Networks and other 
complementary access solutions in under and un-served areas and what innovative policy 
measures can be employed. 
 
 
Summit Details 
 
When: 18 August 2021 
 
Where: Online Event 
 
Event website: https://unescap.org/events/2021/asia-pacific-regional-community-networks-
summit-2021-innovating-policymaking-connect  
 
Registration: Online here 
 
The summit will consist of plenary sessions, and a high-level roundtable discussion. It will be 
held online, and total event time will be approximately 3 hours inclusive of breaks. 
 
Summit Overview 
 
The summit will open with a session on the status of digital connectivity in the region, what 
progress has been made in the past two years since the last summit and how the global 
pandemic has accelerated the need for digital connectivity and resilience. This will be followed 
by a session showcasing some of the work that was undertaken and how member states have 
played a role in facilitating the deployment of Community Networks and complementary 
access solutions. The summit will end with a high-level roundtable that will discuss current 
and emerging connectivity needs and what policy measures can help accelerate with the 
deployment of access solutions to under and un-served areas. The summit will also facilitate 
sharing good practices and lessons learnt between different stakeholders in support of the Asia-
Pacific Information Superhighway initiative. 
 
The event will be jointly organised by ESCAP (Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific) and the Internet Society.  
 
  



Agenda (Tentative) 
Bangkok time (UTC+7) 
 
09:45-10:00 Logging in and system connectivity checks 
10:00-10:15 Inaugural session 

Featuring opening and welcome remarks 
- Mr. Tae Hyung KIM, Chief of ICT and Development Section, 

ESCAP 
- Mr. Rajnesh SINGH, Regional Vice President, Asia-Pacific, ISOC 
- H.E. Mr. Mohamed SHAREEF, Minister of State, Ministry of 

Environment, Climate Change and Technology, Maldives 
Moderator: Mr. Siope Vakataki ‘OFA, ESCAP   

10:15-11:15 Session 1: Digital Connectivity in the Asia-Pacific – State of Play 
This session will reflect on the past two years since the 2019 summit, new 
and emerging digital divides, and the critical role connectivity plays. It will 
also look at some of the challenges being faced by the region and progress 
on the implementation of the AP-IS. 

- Overview of digital connectivity and use in the region, Ms. Amrita 
CHOUDHRY, Vice-Chair, APrIGF, MAG Member, IGF 

- Progress on AP-IS and initiatives to support connectivity, Mr. Siope 
Vakataki ‘OFA, ESCAP 

- Promoting a resilient digital connectivity strategy 
(national/subregional/regional) during and after COVID-19 Mr. 
Thomas E. ABELL, Advisor SDCC and Chief of Digital Technology 
for Development, ADB 

Moderator: Ms. Cristina BERNAL APARICIO, ESCAP 
11:15-11:25 Break 
11:25-12:00 Session 2: Sharing Success – Case Studies of How CNs Have Helped 

Connect the Unconnected 
- India (Mr. Osama MANZAR, DEF, India) 
- Thailand (Prof. Kanchana KANCHANASUT, TakNet/THNIC 

Foundation, Thailand) 
- Q&A 
Moderator: Mr. Naveed HAQ, ISOC 

12:00-12:50 Session 3: Roundtable: How Innovative Policymaking Can Accelerate 
Connectivity Deployment 
This session will reflect on the status of digital connectivity in the region, 
consider the policy and regulatory gaps that exist, and reflect on how 
innovative policymaking can accelerate connectivity deployment to under- 
and un-served communities. 

- Mr. Masanori KONDO, Secretary-General, Asia-Pacific 
Telecommunity 

- Mr. Kila GULO-VUI, CEO, National Information & 
Communications Technology Authority, Papua New Guinea 

- Ms. Renuka RAJARATNAM, Public Policy Manager, Connectivity 
& Access Policy, Facebook 

Moderator: Ms. Anju MANGAL, A4AI 
12:50-13:00 Session 4: Closing 

- Mr. Siope Vakataki ‘OFA, ESCAP  
- Mr. Juan PEIRANO, Senior Policy Advisor, ISOC 



 


