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CONCEPT NOTE 

Inaugural Workshop on Mainstreaming Leaving No One Behind (LNOB) in 
National Urban Policies and Programmes in South Asia 

17 September 2021, Friday | 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm Indian standard time (IST) (GMT+5:30) or 
2:30 pm to 6:30 pm Thailand standard time (GMT+7:00) | Virtual (MS Team) 

Background 

South Asia has a key challenge in ensuring safe and inclusive cities in the context of rapid urbanization. 
The sub-region is the second most rapidly urbanizing region on earth, with only Sub-Saharan Africa’s urban 
population increasing at a faster rate. Rapid rates of urban growth are particularly significant in South Asia 
because it is the world’s most populous region: the scale of urban growth means policy makers face 
challenges extending urban services and infrastructure across vast urban areas and populations.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has triggered unprecedented human suffering and has badly hit the marginalized 
sections of the society. The combined social, economic, and health impact of the pandemic has outpaced 
any other major crisis in recent history. The pandemic has exposed and worsened high levels of 
vulnerability, and unprecedentedly high demand for social protection measures. From the viewpoint of 
leaving no one behind (LNOB), a key principle of the sustainable development goals (SDGs), the 
vulnerability of disabled populations has not been sufficiently addressed in the development policy of South 
Asian countries in the region. In this context, South Asian governments are required to develop/incorporate 
and implement disability-inclusive urban policy and planning to achieve Sustainable Cities (SDG 11), 
which provide equitable access to Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG 6), following the LNOB principle. In 
doing so, there is a need to reduce inequalities (SDG 10), and policymakers in South Asia require support 
with technical expertise and innovative policy tools to ensure that their cities become disability inclusive.  

The ambitious vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the focus on LNOB requires 
partnerships and support amongst the sub-regional, national, and local governments, and availability/ 
updating of quality, timely, reliable, and disaggregated statistics to ensure disability-inclusive development 
and safe cities for all.  

The present workshop seeks to discuss and finalize the draft background paper of global and regional trends, 
good practices on LNOB, and engage stakeholders/participants to launch a multi-level stakeholders’ 
network to facilitate mainstreaming LNOB in national urban policies and programmes (SDGs 11 and 6) in 
South Asia. The workshop is being organized by ESCAP, jointly with UN-Habitat and UN-OICT. 
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Workshop objectives 

The workshop will look towards meeting the following objectives: 

1. Strengthening capacity of national governments and local urban institutions to mainstream
"LNOB" principle in national and local policies ensuring disability-inclusive and safe cities for all,
and facilitate evidence-based localization of national policies and SDGs 11 & 6 in urban areas.

2. Initiation of dialogue in four South Asian nations: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka
to systematically guide these member States in adopting and piloting an approach for: (i)
engendering LNOB (disability-inclusive and safety for all) in national/local policy and
programmes with major focus on SDGs 11 & 6; and (ii) building local government capacity in
knowledge management towards achieving vertical integration and positive impacts of global
sound-practice interventions on the ground.

3. Strengthening partnerships in South Asia (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka)    to
localise the SDGs by establishing a multi-stakeholders’ network.

Expected outcomes of the workshop 

The inaugural workshop1 is expected to have the following outcomes: 

● Finalization of the draft background paper incorporating suggestions/feedback from the
participants during the workshop;

● Engagement of the stakeholders towards the establishment of the multi-level stakeholders
network in South Asia (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka), as a major step towards
strengthening partnerships, and introduction of its draft terms of reference (ToR) to solicit their
inputs during the workshop; and

● Report of the workshop.

Targeted Participants 

The workshop will be aimed at involving the participants from the targeted four countries covering 
representatives from: 

● Relevant ministries at the central, state/provincial levels, and local governments involved in
preparation of national urban plans, policies and programmes, advancing principles of LNOB, SDG
implementation and coordination with UN Country Teams (UNCTs)

● voluntary groups of persons with disabilities, their representative organizations, non-
governmental organizations and other relevant civil society stakeholders;

● relevant UNCTs/UN agencies and development partners.

1 Report of the workshop as well as draft background paper and terms of reference of the network to be established will be finalized in 
two weeks’ time from the date of the workshop. 
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Tentative Programme 

Inaugural Workshop on “Mainstreaming Leaving No One Behind (LNOB) in National Urban 
Policies and Programmes in South Asia” 

Time (IST) Details 

01:00 pm–
01:50 pm 

Opening Session  

Master of Ceremony – Mr. Ram Tiwaree, Environment and Development Division 
(EDD, ESCAP2(6 min) (tbc) 

Welcome Remarks (18 min) 
● Mr Stefanos Fotiou, Director, EDD, ESCAP (tbc)
● UN-Habitat representative
● UN-OICT representative

Special/Inaugural Remarks (18 min) 
● High-level Government Official/Minister/Secretary from Afghanistan,

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, India  (tbc) 4 minutes for each

Vote of Thanks (6 min) 
● Mr. Curt Garrigan, Chief, Sustainable Urban Development Section, EDD,

ESCAP (tbc) 

2 Master of Ceremony may play role at the opening as well as other sessions including house-keeping announcements  



4 

01:50 pm–
03:00 pm 

Session 1: Developing disability inclusive and safe cities in light of post COVID-19 
pandemic and mainstreaming LNOB  

Moderator - Dr. Rajan Ratna, Economic Affairs Officer, ESCAP SRO New Delhi 

This session will start with a brief presentation introducing key concepts and statistics 
relating to disability and disability-inclusive development within the provisions of the 
CRPD, to describe the relationship between the CRPD and the SDGs 2030. 

Presentation by Ms.Aiko Akiyama, Social Development Division, ESCAP   (15 min) 

This session will then present the highlight of challenges, progress, good practices 
(including international, regional and subregional) and measures to protect the most 
vulnerable from the effects of COVID-19 pandemic in South Asia (Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka). The session will also discuss recommendations and 
the way forward for mainstreaming LNOB as a key principle in National Urban Policies 
and Programmes (SDGs 11 and 6) in South Asia.  

● Presentation by Mr. Parul Sharma, Environment and Development Division,
ESCAP  (30 min)

● Open discussions (25 min)

03:00 pm –
04:00 pm 

Session 2: Realizing mainstreaming of LNOB principles in South Asia 
(Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka) 

Moderator – Ms. Parul Agarwala, Country Program Manager, UN-Habitat       

This session would be in the form of a panel discussion, collecting views and 
suggestions of the panelists and participants on the policy recommendations. Each 
country representative/stakeholder in the panel3 would be asked 2 questions as listed 
below and will be requested to share their views:   
 First question would articulate the existing gaps in mainstreaming LNOB as a key

principle in National Urban Policies and Programmes in the context of 
implementing SDGs 11 and 6 in respective countries and if there are any initiatives 
or good practices which country representatives may like to share. (5 min. oral or 
powerpoint presentation) (24 min) 

 Second question would invite recommendations/ suggestions and what support
country representatives may expect from the relevant UN agencies/UNCTs to take 
forward the agenda of mainstreaming LNOB in national urban policies and 
programmes. (3 min. oral or powerpoint presentation) (16 min)      

● Open Discussions (20 min)

3 Panelists (one from each of the 4 countries) to be decided/confirmed. 
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04:00 pm –
04:40 pm 

Session 3: Establishment of a Multi-level stakeholders’ network in South Asia 

Moderator – Mr. Chand Kaushik, UN-OICT  

This session will discuss establishment of the multi-stakeholders’ network and will 
invite additional views of the participants on how this network should engage. The 
session will also demonstrates requirements of a terms of the reference of network and 
its sustainable development so that it continues reviewing, evaluating, and monitoring 
the outcomes of the project gains even after the completion of the project.  

● Presentation by Mr. Ram Tiwaree, Environment and Development Division,
ESCAP (20 min)

● Open Discussion (20 min)

04:40 pm –
05:00 pm 

Closing Session (5 min to each) 
● Closing remarks by ESCAP representative
● Closing remarks by UN-Habitat representative
● Closing remarks by UN-OICT representative

Location and timing 

The workshop will be organized virtually (MS Team Platform) on 17 September 2021 at 1:00 pm to 5:00 
pm Indian Standard Time or IST (GMT + 5:30 hours) which is equivalent to 2:30 pm to 6:30 pm Thailand 
standard time or THA (GMT+7:00). The online mode MS Team will have the facility of International 
Sign Interpretation.  


