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Summary 
The seventh session of the Committee on Environment and Development will 

be held at the ministerial level from 29 November to 1 December 2022.  

This paper outlines the proposed preparatory process for the session, including 
the consultation process and a timeline for intergovernmental consideration and 
agreement on the outcome documents of the session. 
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I. Background 
 

1. The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP)’s work on environment and development is guided by the 
declaration adopted at the seventh session of the Ministerial Conference on 
Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP/74/10/Add.1), 
which resolved inter alia, to address the harmful effects of climate change 
including the adverse effects of pollution, and environmental degradation, as 
well as unsustainable consumption and production. The Declaration, along 
with ESCAP Resolutions that have come into force since the adoption of the 
2030 Agenda,  including “Fostering regional cooperation and partnerships to 
respond to the climate change challenge in the Asia-Pacific region” 
(ESCAP/RES/72/8), “Regional cooperation to promote the conservation and 
sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development in Asia and the Pacific” (ESCAP/RES/72/9), “Strengthening 
regional cooperation to tackle air pollution challenges in Asia and the Pacific” 
(ESCAP/RES/75/4), and “Strengthening cooperation to promote the 
conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources for 
sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific” (ESCAP/RES/76/1) have 
signaled regional priorities for action for delivering on the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development including “to protect the planet from degradation, 
including through sustainable consumption and production, sustainably 
managing its natural resources and taking urgent action on climate change, 
so that it can support the needs of the present and future generations”.1   
 
2. The Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Asia 
and the Pacific has been convened by ESCAP approximately every five years 
since 1985. At the seventh Ministerial Conference in 2017, member States 
decided to convene the already scheduled seventh session of the Committee 
on Environment and Development in 2022 at the ministerial level, instead of 
organizing a separate conference, in line with the provisions contained in the 
conference structure of ESCAP. The Committee will be held from 29 
November to 1 December 2022, and it is proposed that it be guided by the 
theme of “Protecting our Planet through Regional Cooperation and Solidarity 
in Asia and the Pacific”.   
 
3. The Committee may wish to consider adopting a ministerial 
declaration, outlining key priority areas for regional cooperation in 
environment and development, in line with the Resolutions adopted by the 
Commission, the outcomes adopted at past Ministerial Conferences on 
Environment and Development and recent global agreements including at the 
UNEA.   
	
4. Moreover, building on ESCAP resolution 75/4 on strengthening 
regional cooperation to tackle air pollution Challenges in Asia and the Pacific 
and in response to the call from several member States for strengthened 
regional action to address air pollution at the Asia-Pacific commemorations of 
the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies and sub-regional 
consultations held by the secretariat January 2022,2 and following a series of 
subregional consultations on the topic, the Committee may wish to adopt a 
regional modality outlining key voluntary regional and domestic actions that 
member States and other stakeholders may pursue to tackle air pollution.  

 
1  A/RES/70/1 Transforming our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. 
2  https://www.unescap.org/event-series/dialogue-2021 
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5. The regional modality could be an annex to the Ministerial Declaration. 

II. Proposed consultation process  
 

6. This document presents a proposal for a consultation process and a 
timeline to reach a consensus on the outcome documents ahead of the seventh 
session of the Committee on Environment and Development at the ministerial 
level.  
 
7. It is proposed that the consultation process be held in two parallel 
tracks. One track would focus on the negotiations of the draft Ministerial 
Declaration on Environment and Development 2022, whilst the other track 
would focus on negotiations of a proposed regional modality on air pollution, 
to be annexed to the Ministerial Declaration. 
 
8. Member States are invited to nominate experts to participate in each 
consultation track. Nominated experts may include representatives of 
environment ministries or authorities familiar with the areas of work of the 
Committee, such as climate action, ecosystems, oceans, sustainable cities and 
air pollution. 
 
9. It is proposed that the process for the consultation include the following 
sequence: (i) an expert group meeting to be held in virtual modality to initiate 
substantive discussions on the Ministerial Declaration and its annex based on 
documents submitted by the Secretariat; (ii) one round of written consultations 
on potential elements for a draft Ministerial Declaration including an annex; 
(iii) a series of hybrid intergovernmental consultations chaired by a Bureau as 
set out below; (iv) adoption through the silence procedure as per established 
norms; (v) final adoption at the Committee on Environment and Development. 
 
10. It is proposed that the consultation be organized between June 2022 and 
September 2022, following the timeline outlined below.  
 

Date Event/ Action Input provided by 
the Secretariat 

Follow-up actions 

28-29 June 2022 Expert Group 
Meeting, virtual, in 
English to initiate 
substantive 
discussions on the 
Ministerial 
Declaration and its 
annex 

Background 
documents for the 
Expert Group 
Meeting 

• Draft 
flagship 
report 

• Policy brief 
on air 
pollution and 
regional 
collaboration 

The Secretariat 
support the Bureau to 
develop  

• Zero draft 
ministerial 
declaration 

• Zero draft air 
pollution 
modality  

July 11 2022 
onwards (4 
weeks) 

Written consultation • Zero draft of 
the 

The Secretariat will 
incorporate feedback 
received to revise the 
zero draft Ministerial 
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ministerial 
declaration  

• Zero draft of 
a regional 
modality for 
air pollution 

declaration and its 
annex on a regional 
modality for air 
pollution and share 
with the consultation 
group ahead of the 
first meeting. 

Week of August 
15 

First consultation 
meeting on a 
proposed draft 
Ministerial 
Declaration, 
hybrid, in English 

First draft of a 
Ministerial Declaration 

The Secretariat will 
share a clean 
version of the 
negotiated 
document to all 
participants ahead of 
the second meeting 

Week of 
August 15 

First consultation 
meeting on a 
proposed regional 
modality on air 
pollution, hybrid  

First draft of a 
regional modality for 
air pollution to be 
incorporated as an 
annex 

The Secretariat will 
share a clean version 
of the negotiated 
document to all 
participants ahead of 
the second meeting 

Week of 
August 22 

Second meeting on a 
proposed draft 
Ministerial 
Declaration, hybrid  

Second draft of a 
Ministerial 
Declaration  

The Secretariat will 
share a clean version 
of the negotiated 
document to all 
participants ahead of 
the third meeting 

Week of 
August 22 

Second meeting on a 
proposed regional 
modality on air 
pollution, hybrid  

Second draft of a 
regional modality 
for air pollution  

The Secretariat will 
share a clean version 
of the negotiated 
document to all 
participants ahead of 
the third meeting 

Week of 
August 29 

Third meeting on a 
proposed draft 
Ministerial 
Declaration, hybrid  

Third draft of a 
Ministerial 
Declaration 

The Secretariat 
circulates the clean 
agreed document for 
the silence procedure 

September 7 
(International 
Day of Clean 
Air) 

Third meeting on a 
proposed regional 
modality on air 
pollution, hybrid  

Third draft of a 
regional modality 
for air pollution 

The Secretariat 
circulates the clean 
agreed document for 
the silence procedure 

Week of 
September 12  

Silence procedure Ministerial 
Declaration and 
Annex with Regional 
modality on air 
pollution ready for 
silence procedure 

End of the silence 
procedure   
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 If silence is broken: 
second silent 
procedure 

  

 

III. Issues for Consideration  
 

11. Participants are invited to consider and agree to the proposed 
preparatory process for the Committee on Environment and Development as 
outlined in this document. 

___________________ 

 


