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Background 
ESCAP’s work on environment and development is guided by the declaration adopted at the 
Seventh Session of the Ministerial Conference on Environment and Development in Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP/74/10/Add.1)1, which resolved inter alia, to address the harmful effects of climate 
change including the adverse effects of pollution, and environmental degradation, as well as 
unsustainable consumption and production.  The Declaration, along with ESCAP Resolutions that 
have come into force since the adoption of the 2030 Agenda,  including “Fostering regional 
cooperation and partnerships to respond to the climate change challenge in the Asia-Pacific 
region” (ESCAP/RES/72/8), “Regional cooperation to promote the conservation and sustainable 
use of the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific” 
(ESCAP/RES/72/9), “Strengthening regional cooperation to tackle air pollution challenges in Asia 
and the Pacific” (ESCAP/RES/75/4),  and “Strengthening cooperation to promote the 
conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable 
development in Asia and the Pacific” (ESCAP/RES/76/1) have signaled regional priorities for 
action to protect the planet from degradation, including through sustainable consumption and 
production, sustainably managing its natural resources and taking urgent action on climate 
change, so that it can support the needs of the present and future generations.2  

The impacts of these environmental challenges are keenly felt across Asia and the Pacific. Many 
of the most vulnerable countries to the impacts of climate change are located here; the eight 
G20 members from this region are responsible for approximately half of global GHG emissions in 

 
1 https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/E74_RES4E.pdf 
2 https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E 
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2019; and five of the 10 top countries with the greatest historic responsibility for emissions since 
the beginning of the twentieth century are in Asia. 

Biodiversity and ecosystem degradation directly impact human livelihoods and wellbeing by 
affecting the multiple services they provide, ranging from food production, support to human 
health, regulation of natural systems, and cultural values.  Asia and the Pacific is home to some 
of the world’s most diverse ecosystems and biodiversity. It hosts the highest marine biodiversity 
in the world, with the longest and most diverse coral reef systems, more than half of the world’s 
remaining mangrove areas, and the highest seagrass diversity. However, there has been very 
little progress on protecting the terrestrial environment and even regression on protecting the 
marine environment in Asia and the Pacific since 2000.3 

The region has adopted highly resource-intensive development pathways for economic growth 
and progress, affecting its people and its environment, and undermining its potential for 
sustainable development. The increase in resource consumption in the region has been 
associated with a rise in pollution across the region, directly affecting human health, biodiversity, 
marine ecosystems, exacerbating climate change and putting into question the sustainability of 
economic growth.  Air pollution has become an urgent health and environmental issue, as 
roughly 90 percent of the region’s population is exposed to levels of air pollution posing 
significant health risks, and many of the region’s cities are regularly among the most polluted in 
the world.  As climate pollutants also contribute to poor air quality, climate and clean air actions 
are inextricably linked.    

As a result ESCAP member states have called for a shift towards a climate and environment-
responsive approach, recognizing the need to immediately curb greenhouse gas emissions and 
achieve sustainable consumption and production patterns in line with the Paris Agreement and 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as they recover from the COVID-19 pandemic as 
called for in ESCAP resolution 77/1. Given many environmental challenges are transboundary and 
interconnected, a more networked multilateralism at regional level that is more inclusive, and 
more effective in addressing environmental challenges is urgently needed. Action on climate 
change needs to accelerate if the region is to play its part in meeting the objectives of the Paris 
Agreement and implement the Glasgow Climate Pact. The adoption and implementation of the 
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework Convention on Biological Diversity, addressing land and 
sea areas, or the recognition of the universal right to a healthy environment can pave the way 
for higher environmental standards in the region. Action on air pollution in collaboration with 

 
3 ESCAP, Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress report, 2021. https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/asia-and-pacific-sdg-
progress-report-2021 
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UNEP would support mandates on preventing and reducing air pollution to improve air quality 
globally. 

Objectives 
 

The 7th Committee on Environment and Development at ministerial level was called for by the 
declaration adopted at the Seventh Session of the Ministerial Conference on Environment and 
Development in Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP/74/10/Add.1). The Committee is proposed to be 
organized on the theme of “Protecting our Planet through Regional Cooperation and Solidarity 
in Asia and the Pacific” from 29 November – 1 December 2022.   
 
The preparatory meeting on 18 March 2022 is organized to initiate discussions on preparations 
for the 7th Committee at on Environment and Development at ministerial level and aims to 
provide an overview on key challenges to protecting our common environment in Asia and the 
Pacific.   

Pursuant to global and regional mandates, in particular ESCAP resolution 75/4 on strengthening 
regional cooperation to tackle air pollution challenges in Asia and the Pacific and following strong 
statements from member States at the 2nd International Day of Clean Air for blue skies on the 
need for more action, the secretariat has organized sub-regional dialogues on air pollution and 
will update participants on main messages which emerged from the dialogues. A summary of the 
sub-regional consultations will be provided. The meeting will also provide the opportunity to 
discuss the member state consultation process for deliberation on the elements of a regional 
modality on air pollution that would form part of the outcome documents of the Committee. 

The preparatory meeting will establish a consultation process and a timeline to reach preliminary 
agreement on the outcome documents of the 7th Committee on Environment and Development 
at ministerial level.  

Participants 

Member States and associate members have been invited to nominate expert focal points for 
the preparatory meeting, suggested to include senior representatives of environment ministries 
or authorities familiar with the areas of work of the Committee (ESCAP/CED/2020/4), including 
experts working on air pollution.  
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Meeting modalities 
 

This meeting will be held in hybrid modality, both in the United Nations Conference Center in 
Bangkok and online using MS Teams.  
 

Provisional Agenda 
 
10:00-10:10 Agenda Item 1: Opening 

10:10-11:10 

 

Agenda Item 2: Setting the scene: our common environment in Asia 
and the Pacific  

11:10-12:10 Agenda Item 3: Consideration of a regional modality on air pollution 

12:10-12:40 Agenda item 4: Consideration of a consultation process for the 7th 
Committee on Environment and Development at the Ministerial Level 

12:40-13:00 Agenda item 5: Other matters 

13:00 Closing of the meeting 
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https://www.unescap.org/ 
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@unitednationsescap  @united-nations-escap 

 


