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Background 
 
The Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA), 
a UN treaty deposited with the Secretary General of the United Nations in New York, entered into force 
in February 2021. CPTA will complement the trade facilitation agreement (TFA) under the auspices of 
WTO, accelerate digital trade and bring substantial economic and social benefits to the countries in the 
region. 
 
The ASEAN Work Plan for Implementation of ASEAN E-Commerce Agreement indicates that “a 
coordinated effort for AMS to accede to the UNESCAP Framework Agreement will send a strong global 
signal of ASEAN’s intention to accelerate paperless trade.”  
 
This meeting aims to discuss the potential benefits for AMS to join the Framework Agreement. 
Furthermore, regardless of whether a country is a party to CPTA, readiness assessments should be 
conducted to identify legal and technical gaps for cross-border paperless trade. 
 
This meeting will be action oriented. It will discuss the possible actions the AMS can take in order to accede 
to CPTA, as well as the possible measures the AMS can take to carry out the readiness assessment in these 
AMS which have not conducted such assessment. 
 

Tentative Programme 
 

14:00-14:10 Opening 
 

• Mr. Yann Duval, Chief, Trade policy and facilitation section, ESCAP 

• Mr. Cuong Ba Tran, Assistant Director, ASEAN Secretariat  
 

14:10-15:10 Session 1. CPTA and implications for ASEAN 
The session will introduce the Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-
border Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA), including its background, 
key provisions and current status. The panel discussion will invite regional 
experts and representative(s) from the parties and discuss implication of 
implementing the CPTA, including in the context of ASEAN. Then, the session 
will have a Q&A to share comments and perspective among the participants.  
 



 

Moderator: Mr. Tengfei Wang, Economic Affairs Officer, ESCAP 

• Introduction to the CPTA 

• Panel discussion 
o Professor Wang Jian, Director at Center for International 

Business Studies, University of International Business and 
Economics, Beijing, China. 

o Mr. Sung Heun Ha, Director of International Business and 
Cooperation, Korea Trade Network 

o Mr. Dennis Pantastico, ITC and ESCAP Consultant 

• Q&A 
 

15:10-15:20 Break 
 

15:20-16:10 Session 2. Readiness assessment for cross-border paperless trade: ASEAN 
workshop 
 
Readiness assessments should be conducted to identify legal and technical gaps 
for cross-border paperless trade, regardless of whether a country is a party or 
not to the related UN Framework Agreement. Readiness assessments have 
been conducted in Cambodia (2020), Lao PDR (2022), Myanmar (2019), the 
Philippines (2022) and Viet Nam (2022). Five ASEAN members have not 
conducted such assessments. This session will take stock of the progress and 
benefits in conducting the readiness assessment and discuss how other ASEAN 
member states can carry out the assessments. 
 
Moderator: Mr. Tengfei Wang, Economic Affairs Officer, ESCAP 

• Introduce the tools for conducting readiness assessment for cross-
border paperless trade  

• Legal issues: Mr. Bryan Tan, Partner, Reed Smith, Singapore 
• Technical issue: Mr. Alvin Mah, UNNExT expert 

• Experiences of Philippines  

• Mr. Jonathan Soriano, Director, Philippine Bureau of Customs 

• Experiences from Lao PDR  

• Ms. Leonila Guglya, ESCAP consultant 

• Q&A 

 
16:10-16:30 Session 3. Way forward 

 
The participants will discuss the possible actions for acceding to the Framework 
Agreement and carrying out readiness assessments (if they have not done so) 
 
Moderator: Mr. Garlan Irawan, Technical Officer, Trade Facilitation Division, 
the ASEAN Secretariat 
 
Closing 

  


