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The FSM lags in the establishment of a comprehensive 
and coordinated ground water monitoring system 
which is vital for regional cooperation and water 
resources management.

FSM’s is one the 6 (six) countries in the 
Pacific with negative GDP growth in 
2021. This situation got worsen in 2022 
caused by the war in Ukraine that has 
escalated the price of good and services 
in the country. The combination of 
those issues has impacted on the 
availability of financial resources for 
FSM to meet its SDG 6 targets and 
increased reliance on external donor 
support.

As it relates to surface and ground 
water resources for the FSM, the status, 
trends and data confidence for each of 
the FSM States remains poor, with the 
Pohnpei and Chuuk trend actually 
deteriorating in its fresh water quality 
(FSM SOE 2018).

Situation Situation
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Key issues and messages1

Reduced country financial availability for addressing 
the gaps in SDG 6 priorities implementation.
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Overview- current situation 2

Water - According to 2000-2020 JMP estimates, as of 2019 88 per cent of the population in FSM had access 
to an improved drinking water source within a 30-minute round trip. However, with 12 per cent of the 
population having access only to an unimproved source of water.

Sanitation - According to 2000-2020 JMP estimates, as of 2019 88 per cent of the population in FSM had 
access to basic sanitation services – that is, using improved sanitation facilities that were not shared, with 
12 per cent of the population having access only to unimproved sanitation facilities. 

While FSM has achieved some improvements in the area of WASH over the past decades, for example in 
relation to improved sanitation coverage, the sector still faces significant challenges especially at the outer 
island regions. Open defecation rates remain high, and access to improved water sources has not increased 
since the early 1990s. Furthermore, FSM also lacks a comprehensive national water and sanitation policy, 
and there appears to be little coordination between FSM’s four states on water and sanitation policy and 
programming.
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Areas for action: SDGs specific activities3

The Federation consists of 607 culturally distinct and vibrant islands that lie within the four island States of 
Kosrae, Pohnpei, Chuuk, and Yap. The implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development is 
being carried out, in the communities, in the villages and within families.

The FSM has prioritized five targets for SDG 6 implementation:
- Achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all;
- Achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, with 

special attention to the needs of women, girls and those who are vulnerable;
- Improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing the release of hazardous 

materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and reuse;
- Substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply 

of freshwater to address water scarcity and people suffering from water scarcity; and
- Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and sanitation 

management.
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Priorities and Next steps: Regional cooperation4

• Existing National Water Framework and State Water and Sanitation Policies need to be strengthened. 
• Expansion of Dry Litter Piggery 
• Improve regulations for sanitation and enforcement of regulations 
• Revise toilet and septic tank regulations to provide affordable solutions for families to obtain access to 

improved sanitation facilities. 
• Hydrological surveys, especially for Yap that has high dependence on groundwater 
• Develop groundwater conservation plans 
• Establish proper database system for storing water quality data around FSM. 
• Implement improvement of WASH in Health facilities to improve access to basic WASH services in 

dispensaries. 
• Develop and roll out nation-wide education and awareness campaigns on appropriate hygiene habits 

among children and adults to reduce risks of disease outbreak and spread. 
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Annex

- FAO Waste Management Opportunities for Rural Communities 2007 

- The Modified Dry Litter Waste Management System, Hawaii Cooperative Extension 
Service 2015 

- Piggery Impacts to Water Quality of Streams in Pohnpei, FSM 2016 

- National Climate Change and Health Action Plan for FSM 2012 

- FSM SOE 2018 

- FSM National Water Resolution No. 01-2011 

- Pohnpei State Water Policy 2018
- 2000-2020 JMP estimates
- FSM SDG VNR 2021


