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❑ Introduction to Framework Agreement on 
Facilitation of Cross-Border Paperless Trade in 
Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)

❑ First session of the Standing Committee

❑WCO-ESCAP Joint Task Force on Cross-border 
Electronic Data Exchange
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❑ 4-year step-by-step development process 

✓ Over 30 countries directly involved in finalizing the treaty text in March 
2016, including adopting ESCAP resolutions 68/3 and 70/6

❑ Adopted by the Commission as a UN treaty (resolution 72/4) in 
May 2016

❑ The Framework Agreement entered into force on 20 February 
2021. 
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Framework Agreement: Milestones in Progress



❑ A UN Treaty 

✓ Open to 53 ESCAP member states

✓ Enabling and action-oriented agreement

❑ Objective

✓ To facilitate cross-border paperless trade (data exchange) among 
willing ESCAP member states by providing a dedicated 
intergovernmental framework to develop legal and technical 
solutions

✓ Complementary to the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) 
as well as (sub)regional efforts
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Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Cross-Border 
Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)



Participant Signature
Ratification, Acceptance(A), Approval(AA), 
Accession(a)

Armenia 22 Sep 2017

Azerbaijan 2 Mar 2018 a

Bangladesh 29 Aug 2017 13 Oct 2020

Cambodia 29 Aug 2017

China 29 Aug 2017 22 Nov 2020 AA

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 29 Sep 2017 29 May 2020

Mongolia 27 Jul 2022 a

Philippines 23 Dec 2019 a

Republic of Korea 28 Nov 2022 a

Tajikistan 8 Dec 2022 a

Timor-Leste 5 Apr 2022 a

Turkmenistan 4 May 2022 a

Tuvalu 8 Dec 2022 a

Framework Agreement: Current Status



❑ The first meeting of the Paperless Trade Council of the CPTA 
was organized 27-29 April 2022

❑ The first session of the Standing Committee was held on 12-15 
December 2022.

Actual Implementation



Article 12: Action plan

1. The Standing Committee, under the supervision of the Paperless Trade
Council, shall develop a comprehensive action plan, which shall include all
concrete actions and measures with clear targets and implementation
timelines necessary for creating a consistent, transparent and predictable
environment for the implementation of the present Framework Agreement,
including the implementation schedules of the respective Parties. The 
Parties shall implement the action plan in accordance with the schedule, 
and the implementation status of each Party shall be reported to the 
Standing Committee.

2. The implementation schedule for each Party shall be developed as part
of the action plan based on a self-assessment of their readiness.



Action plan



Tasks Year Efforts required Resources 
required

Leve
l of 
Prior
ity

Rationale for 
defining the 
priority

Partnership

23 24 25

6.1

Develop a 
template for 
designing a 
national policy 
framework

The draft 
document has 
been prepared. 
However, it 
needs to be 
reviewed and 
refined 

1) dedicated time 
by the members 
of Standing 
Committee 

High

This can be a 
quick win 
considering 
several Parties 
have completed 
readiness 
assessment

Capacity 
building by 
partners is 
welcome

6.3

Identify and select 
relevant 
international legal 
frameworks and 
best practices

1) review the 
draft document; 
2) agree the list 
of international 
legal framework 
and best practice

1) dedicated time 
by the members 
of Standing 
Committee 

High

Aligning the 
domestic 
framework with 
international 
legal framework 
and best 
practice is an 
ever-evolving 
activity.

Capacity 
building by 
partners is 
welcome

Action plan (examples)



❑ The second session of the Standing Committee 
of the Framework Agreement will be held in 
Bangkok on 19-21 June 2023.

❑ The second session of the Paperless Trade 
Council will be held in Bangkok on 22-23 June 
2023.
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Mark your calendar



❑ The Joint Task Force was established in 2019 by WCO and 
ESCAP in 2019. 

❑ The scope of the JTF is to support the Members of JTF to 
enhance their cross-border paperless cooperation.

❑ Participating countries include China, Mongolia, Republic 
of Korea and Russian Federation.

❑ A stock-taking meeting was held in December 2022. It was 
agreed that a ToR of JTF would be prepared and shared 
with these four countries.

❑ One of the key provisions is to put the countries in the 
driving seat (The Participating countries, on a yearly 
rotational basis, chair the work on the Task Force.)

❑ Another provision indicates that ESCAP and WCO, as well 
as other partners, whenever possible, should sponsor 
some activities of the JTF.
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WCO-ESCAP joint task force



❑ Aim: to help implement 13.2. Prioritize cross-border 
paperless trade processes, documents and data for 
pilot projects.

❑ Actions:
❑ Undertake a background study to 1) take stock of existing 

practices of cross-border exchange of trade documents and 
data, building on cross-border paperless trade database 
(https://www.digitalizetrade.org/); 2) to identify and prioritize 
cross-border paperless trade processes, documents and data 
for a pilot project. 

❑ To organize an expert group meeting(s) in Bangkok or 
Incheon to review the preliminary findings and discuss way 
forward.

❑ To organize a side event of during the week for the Standing 
Committee and Paperless Trade Council of the Framework 
Agreement from 19-23 June 2023.

2012 2013 2013 - 2016 19 May 2016

A concrete action: a proposal for 
feedback

https://www.digitalizetrade.org/
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