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Agenda Item 2: Review on the theme, 

“Delivering on the Sustainable 

Development Goals through the energy, 

food and finance nexus”  
 

27 March 2023 (10:00-12:00 TBC, UTC+7) 
 

Background 

The extent of the challenge to attain the 17 Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 in 

Asia and the Pacific is even greater as the region faces the compounding challenges of 

climate change, conflict and COVID-19. The thematic focus of the Tenth Asia-Pacific 

Forum on Sustainable Development, the outcomes of which will inform the 2023 High-

level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, is “Accelerating the recovery from 

the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

for Sustainable Development at all levels in Asia and the Pacific.” The following 

Sustainable Development Goals will be reviewed at the 2023 Forum and frame the 

focus of this discussion: Goal 6 on clean water and sanitation; Goal 7 on affordable and 

clean energy; Goal 9 on industry, innovation, and infrastructure; Goal 11 on sustainable 

cities and communities; and Goal 17 on partnerships for the goals.  

In this connection, this agenda item will allow reviewing challenges and integrated 

approaches to navigate the dynamics of the energy-food-finance crises with a focus 

on embracing innovative processes to implement green and inclusive transitions. 

Drawing from the highlights of document ESCAP/RFSD/2023/2, the discussion will 

include national recovery strategies to not only address vulnerabilities within and 

among countries, but to reclaim the decade of action on the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development through policy action in the following areas:    

• Strengthen multi-stakeholder partnerships across the energy-food-finance 

nexus 

• Build agile, dynamic institutions to operate effectively in the face of global 

shocks 
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• Invest in and embrace innovation of new technologies, processes,                 

financial models, and approaches to facilitate diversification 

• Align and mobilize finance towards the energy and food related Goals 

In 2022, countries in Asia and the Pacific were challenged by the increasingly severe 

climate crisis and the war in Ukraine that has compounded the impact of the COVID-

19 pandemic and threaten vulnerable peoples’ abilities to ensure energy and food 

security. The need to shift to a more sustainable, inclusive, and resilient development 

pathway is clearer than ever. Coordinated transformative government solutions and 

multi-stakeholder participation at all levels are needed to tackle the energy-food-

finance crises in the Asia-Pacific and build the region’s resilience to future shocks. The 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provides the compass for countries to set 

in motion a sustained and sustainable recovery.  

To this end, the distinguished panelists will elaborate on country and cooperation 

efforts to manage the challenge of shifting priorities and limited fiscal space for 

keeping SDGs at the forefront of transformative solutions.  Member States and 

stakeholders are invited to comment and share their perspectives as well as good 

practices to accelerate the recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and to renew 

regional efforts needed to fully implement the 2030 Agenda for the Sustainable 

Development Goals in Asia and the Pacific. 

Programme 

Moderator:  UN Resident 
Coordinator (TBC) 

Opening 5 min 

09:45-09:50 

Panel Discussion The moderator will lead the discussion by posing 2 
questions to each of the honourable panelists.  

Panelists:   

- H.E. Mr. Panhathun Theng, Delegate to the Royal 
Government of Cambodia, Ministry of Planning, 
Cambodia 

- H.E. Mr. Shehan Asanka Semasinghe, State Minister, 
Ministry of Finance, Economic Stabilization and National 
Policies, Sri Lanka 

- H.E. Mr. Ahsan Iqbal Chaudhary, Minister, Ministry of 
Planning, Development and Special Initiatives, Pakistan 

- H.E. Mr. Abdul Halim Iskandar, Minister of Village, 
Development of Disadvantaged Regions, and 
Transmigration, Indonesia (TBC) 

- H.E. Mr. Chalermchai Sri-on, Minister, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Cooperatives Thailand (TBC) 

50 min 

09:50-10:40 
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Interventions 

Mr. Woochong Um 
 

Managing Director General, Asian Development Bank 

20 min 

10:40-11:00 

Ms. Kanni Wignaraja 
(video message) 

UN Assistant Secretary-General and UNDP Regional 
Director for Asia and the Pacific   

  

Ms. Karin Fernando 

 

Senior Researcher, Centre for Poverty Analysis, Sri 

Lanka 

Closing  

Dialogue with member 
States and stakeholders 

The Chair of the Forum will invite interventions from 
member States and stakeholders on their own raised 
ambitions and promising practices for an inclusive and 
resilient recovery and provide further guidance on 
priority areas in the implementation of the 2030 
Agenda.  

60 min 

11:00–12:00 

 

 

For information, please contact 
Mr. Channarith Meng, Economic Affairs Officer, channarith.meng@un.org  
Ms. Madhubashini Fernando, Economic Affairs Officer, madhubashini.fernando@un.org  
 

 

#APFSD #GlobalGoals #SDGs #2030Agenda #AsiaPacific  
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