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Evolution of census approaches in Asia-Pacific

• First contemporary census was undertaken in the 19th

century and varied widely across countries;

• Census taking increased significantly in the 20th century
following the establishment of the UNSD and 
commencement of the decennial World Programme of 
Population and Housing Censuses;

• By the end of 20th century and start of 21st , all ESCAP 
Member and Associate member States had undertaken at 
least one “modern” census. 

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-
products/Stats_Brief_Issue30_Census_Evolving_Aug2021.pdf

https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/Stats_Brief_Issue30_Census_Evolving_Aug2021.pdf


Fewer countries are missing census rounds
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https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/census/index.cshtml#censusdates

https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/census/index.cshtml#censusdates


2020 Round of Population and Housing Censuses

UNSD Survey on 2020 Round of PHCs:
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Methods of enumeration in Asia-Pacific 
countries, for field-based data 
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History of first censuses in selected Member States
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Census Methodologies (2010 and 2020)

Country 2010  Census Round  (year) 2020 Census Round (year)

Azerbaijan Traditional census (2009) Traditional census (2019)

Georgia Traditional census (2014) Traditional census (2024)

Iran (Islamic Republic Of) Traditional census (2006, 2011) Combined census (2016)

Kazakhstan Traditional census (2009) Traditional census (2021)

Kyrgyzstan Traditional census (2009) Traditional census (2022)

Moldova Traditional census (2014) Traditional census (2023)

Mongolia Traditional census (2010) Combined census (2020)

Pakistan Traditional census** Traditional census (2017)

Tajikistan Traditional census (2010) Traditional census (2020)

Türkiye Combined census (2011) Combined (register dominant) (2021)

Turkmenistan Traditional census (2012) Traditional census (2022)

Uzbekistan Traditional census** Traditional census (2023)



Paper and pencil Interviews (PAPI) 

Face-to-face interviews using CAPI (digital 
questionnaire)

Web-based questionnaires 

Telephone interviews 

Incorporation of technology in field-based  enumeration



Conclusions

• Countries have a long history of census taking that dates to 19th century

• Census methods  in Asia-Pacific region (including ECO subregion) have evolved 

• Iran and Türkiye gradually transitioned to register-based censuses 

• Data collection methods for field enumeration are more advanced; most countries using a 
combination of methods i.e. CAPI, CATI, CAWI



THANK  YOU!!
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