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      Brainstorming meeting on ‘How to Make South Asia Network on 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SANS) Effective and 

Sustainable’ 
 

4 August 2021 (Virtual) 

(11:30 AM – 1:30 PM, IST) 

MS Teams Platform 
 

Background 

The South Asia Network on the Sustainable Development Goals (SANS) has been conceptualized 

to foster greater subregional cooperation by sharing good practices on sustainable development 

and act as a  knowledge sharing platform among all South Asian stakeholders, including policy 

makers, subnational and local government representatives, think-tanks, development practitioners, 

civil society organizations and other stakeholders. 

 

The SANS was initially  proposed at the policy dialogue, “Unlocking the Potential on Regional 

Cooperation in South Asia for achieving Sustainable Development Goals: The Way forward”, held 

in New Delhi, India on 6th October 2018. It was recommended that the UNESCAP South and 

South West Asia Office (UNESCAP-SSWA) should facilitate this network and serve as a 

secretariat given its neutral inter-governmental character, multisector expertise, regional outreach, 

and the mandate for fostering regional cooperation for development. This was further endorsed 

during the Third South Asia Forum on the SDGs held in Dhaka, Bangladesh in December 2019.  

The criticality of a having a single platform to share SDG case studies/ good practices from the 

South Asian region was emphasized in many high-level meetings. The SANS portal was launched 

at the opening session of the  Fourth South Asia Forum on SDGs held on 2-3 December 2020.1   It 

is expected that the web-portal of SANS would become a rich repository of the SDG good practices 

in the subregion and would facilitate their cross-learning and replication. 

 

The success of the SANS will only be achieved if all the network partners proactively get engaged 

in its initiatives and guide the way forward in this regard. To discuss how SANS can be more 

effective, inform its future work and to enhance visibility of its work and network, a brainstorming 

session is being organized with all the members of SANS. 

 

Objectives 

The objectives of the brainstorming meeting are: 

                                                            
1 For more details, visit SANS website at https://unescap.org/projects/sans . 

 

https://unescap.org/projects/sans
https://unescap.org/projects/sans
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(i) To discuss strategies for strengthening SANS and make it a more effective and sustainable 

network for achieving the 2030 Agenda in South Asia, including through: 

o Research and analysis 

o Capacity development activities 

o Leveraging knowledge platforms and generating knowledge products 

o Networking and collaboration among member institutions 

o Communities of practice 

(ii) Determining the possible areas for: 

o Joint research and analysis  

o Development of knowledge platform and products  

o Joint capacity building under the aegis of SANS for 2021-2022  

o Sharing of information and participation in each other’s activities 

(iii) Strengthening sustainability of SANS by: 

o Strengthening the ownership of SANS by its member institutions  

o Expanding the membership of SANS in South and South-West Asia 

o Further defining the role of ESCAP as the secretariat of SANS 

o Securing resources for the various activities of the network 

 

Tentative Programme 

11.30 - 11.40 AM 

 
 

Opening Remarks: 

• Mr. Adnan H. Aliani, Officer in Charge, UNESCAP South and 

South-West Asia Office (ESCAP-SSWA), New Delhi 

11.40 – 11.55 AM Overview presentation on issues mentioned above 

• Mr. Rajan Sudesh Ratna, Economic Affairs Officer, ESCAP-

SSWA, New Delhi  

11.55 - 1.15 PM Open discussion (Each Head of SANS members will be requested to share 

their views on the above issues)  

Facilitator:   

• Prof. Nagesh Kumar, Director, Institute for Studies in Industrial 

Development (ISID), India 

Panel: 

• Dr. Omar Joya, Executive Director, Biruni Institute, Afghanistan 

• Dr. Fahmida Khatun, Executive Director, Centre for Policy 

Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh 

• Dr. Selim Raihan, Executive Director, South Asia Network on 

Economic Modeling (SANEM), Bangladesh 

• Ms. Sonam Pem, Executive Director, Tarayana Foundation, Bhutan 
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• Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, Director General, Research and 

Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), India 

• Dr. Posh Raj Pandey, Chairman, South Asia Watch on Trade, 

Economics & Environment (SAWTEE), Nepal 

• Dr. Abid Suleri, Executive Director, Sustainable Development 

Policy Institute (SDPI), Pakistan 

• Dr. Dushni Weerakoon, Executive Director, Institute of Policy 

Studies (IPS), Sri Lanka 

• Dr. Arvind Kumar, President, India Water Foundation, India 

1.15 - 1.25 PM 

 
 

Closing remarks and way forward 

• Mr. Adnan Aliani, Officer in Charge, ESCAP-SSWA, New Delhi 


