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Less than half of the region’s population is covered by at least one 
social protection scheme
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Source: International Labour Organization, World Social Protection Database.  



Social protection coverage remains low across different schemes

Source: International Labour Organization, World Social Protection Database.  



Percentage of children and households receiving child and family benefits, 
by country, latest year available

Source: International Labour Organization, World Social Protection Database.  



Percentage of women giving birth and receiving maternity cash benefits, by 
country, latest available year

Source: International Labour Organization, World Social Protection Database.  



Percentage of persons with severe disabilities receiving disability cash 
benefits, by country, latest year available



Investments are low in social protection across Asia-Pacific

11.0

17.0

4.9

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

Ba
ng

la
de

sh
Bh

ut
an

Af
gh

an
ist

an
Pa

ki
st

an
N

ep
al

M
al

di
ve

s
In

di
a

Sr
i L

an
ka

Tu
rk

ey
Ira

n
Br

un
ei

 D
ar

us
sa

la
m

La
o 

PD
R

M
ya

nm
ar

Ca
m

bo
di

a
In

do
ne

si
a

Ph
ili

pp
in

es
Th

ai
la

nd
Vi

et
 N

am
M

al
ay

si
a

Si
ng

ap
or

e
Ti

m
or

-L
es

te
M

ic
ro

ne
si

a
Pa

pu
a 

N
ew

 G
ui

ne
a

To
ng

a
Sa

m
oa

Ki
rib

at
i

Va
nu

at
u

Fi
ji

M
ar

sh
al

l I
sl

an
ds

N
au

ru
Au

st
ra

lia
Pa

la
u

N
ew

 Z
ea

la
nd

Ta
jik

is
ta

n
Ka

za
kh

st
an

Az
er

ba
ija

n
Ar

m
en

ia
G

eo
rg

ia
U

zb
ek

is
ta

n
Ky

rg
yz

st
an

Ru
ss

ia
n 

Fe
de

ra
tio

n
Re

pu
bl

ic
 o

f K
or

ea
Ch

in
a

M
on

go
lia

Ja
pa

n

SOUTH AND SOUTH-WEST ASIASOUTH-EAST ASIAPACIFICNORTH AND CENTRAL ASIAEAST AND

Global average European average ESCAP average

Source: International Labour Organization, World Social Protection Database.  



Percentage of the labour force actively contributing to a social protection 
scheme, by country, latest year



Investments in social protection can impact poverty reduction and are within reach

Impact of Universal Social Protection Package on 
Poverty Reduction in Kiribati

Source: ESCAP Social Protection Simulator using 2019 Kiribati HIES

Cost of Universal Social Protection Package (as % of 
GDP) from 2021 to 2030 in Kiribati
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Elderly Fund Universal Social Protection Package

• Universal social protection package includes universal child and disability 
benefits at the global average benefit level, and old age benefits equivalent to 
the existing elderly funds 
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Shared Vision

Regional Platform

Capacity Development



Right to social protection for all

Adequate standard of living

Response to shocks and needs of vulnerable populations

Effective implementation mechanisms

Sufficient allocation of public funds

Engagement of relevant stakeholders

Setting national coverage targets

Prioritisation of social protection in national development

Strengthened data management

Promoting regional partnerships

Aligning development priorities with social protection

Voluntary progress reports



Social Protection Online Toolbox

Social Protection Simulator

Online Social Protection Training

Knowledge Sharing

Intergovernmental Convenorship
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